HOW TO STUDY THE BIBLE


Text: II Timothy 2:15








Goal: To motivate and equip you to study the Bible. 





Three Learning Objectives: 





1. Identify 5 reasons why you should be studying the Bible.


2. Explain the 3 Bible study steps of Observation, Interpretation and Application.


3. Plan a personal strategy for studying the Bible systematically.








INTRODUCTION:


Are these statements true or false?





1.	True / False	One benefit of studying the Bible is an increase knowledge of God’s Word.





2.	True / False	Not everything in the Bible can be trusted as there are errors and mistakes in it.





3.	True / False	No one can understand the Bible unless he has a degree in Theology.





4.	True / False	Every word in the Bible is inspired by God and trustworthy.





5.	True / False	We can interpret a passage from the Bible in any way that we like.





6.	True / False	A passage of the Bible can be applied in many different ways.





I. REASONS FOR STUDYING THE BIBLE





Because it is given by inspiration of God and is profitable for doctrine, reproof, correction, and instruction in righteousness. (2 Tim 3:16)


Because by doing so you will become perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works.   (2 Tim 3:17)


Because unlike all other things, it endures forever. (1 Peter 1:24,25)


Because faith comes from hearing (and studying) it. (Romans 10:17)


Because it is quick and powerful to affect your life. (Hebrews 4:12)


II. STEPS FOR EFFECTIVE BIBLE STUDY





Find a suitable place and time.


Material needed: 


- KJV Bible


- Bible Handbook


- Language Dictionary


- Bible Dictionary or Topical Bible


- Pen and Paper: Make a Bible Study Chart with 5 columns like this:





Division�
Question�
Observation�
Interpretation�
Application�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�



Pray before you begin.


Select a self-contained passage for Bible study. Some Bibles demarcate these with the symbol, ¶.


Always remember that there are 3 basic steps for effective Bible Study:





A. Observation�
B. Interpretation�
C. Application�
�



Observation: “What do I see?”





Find out who wrote it, to whom it was written and why it was written (From a Bible handbook or study Bible.)


Read through the passage several times. Also read the whole chapter in which the passage is located, to understand its context.


Check the meanings of words you do not know, or that you are not sure of, in a dictionary.


Refer to a Bible dictionary, if necessary, to find out more about cultural terms and practices mentioned in the passage (eg. “Passover,” “Sabbath,” “Pharisees,” “Sanhedrin,” “Sadducees,” etc.)


Watch for figures of speech. When the literal meaning does not make sense, it is probably a figure of speech, eg. Isa 55:12.


Divide the passage into several divisions. Eg. Psalm 23 – v.1, vv.2-3, vv. 4-5, v.6 (4 divisions)


Use questions to extract the important elements of each division.


Who?�
(subject)�
“God,” “He,” “The man,” “You”�
�
What?�
(predicate)�
“said,” “is blessed,” “gives,” “go”�
�
When?�
(time)�
“when,” “before,” “after”�
�
Where?�
(location)�
“at,” “on,” “in,” “over”�
�
How?�
(means or instrument)�
“by,” “through”�
�
Why?�
(reason)�
“because,” “for,” “in order that”�
�
So?�
(result)�
“therefore”�
�



8.	Chart the questions and observations in their respective columns. 


Example: Psalm 23:1





Division�
Question�
Observation�
�
v.1�
Who?


What?


So?�
The LORD 


is my shepherd


I shall not want�
�
v.2-3�
Who?�
He (The LORD)�
�



B. Interpretation: “What does it mean?”





Ask: What is the main theme of the whole passage? Write it out in one sentence in your own words on top of your chart. (eg. Psalm 23 – “The wonderful ways in which God cares for me.”)


Ask: What truth in each verse helps to bring out this theme? 


3. 	Ask: Are there other verses in the Bible that contain this same truth?


(Check up cross-references, or a topical Bible)


Write the truth in the “Interpretation” Column.


Only after you have completed this, you may refer to a Bible commentary.


Eg. Psalm 23:1 


Theme: The wonderful ways in which God cares for me.





Division�
Question�
Observation�
Interpretation�
�
v.1�
Who?


What?


So?�
The LORD


is my shepherd


I shall not want�
The LORD guides, protects and provides for me completely.


(Ref: Philippians 4:19)�
�
v.2-3�
Who?�
He (The LORD)�
�
�
C. Application: “What difference does it make to me?”





1. 	Ask: What changes should there be in my life because of this truth? Consider the following areas:


a. 	Your relationship with God


b. 	Your relationship with others


c. 	Things you should do, or stop doing


d.	Principles and truths you need to tell others about





2. 	Write it in the “Application” column.





Eg. Psalm 23:1


Theme: The wonderful ways in which God cares for me.





Division�
Question�
Observation�
Interpretation�
Application�
�
v.1�
Who?


What?


So?�
The LORD


is my shepherd


I shall not want�
The LORD guides, protects and provides for me completely (Ref: Philippians 4:19)�
I need to trust in Him for all these things, and not be fearful of . . .�
�
v.2-3�
Who?�
He (The LORD)�
�
�
�



Pray about the changes the Lord wants you to make.


Remind yourself of what the Lord has taught you through your Bible study: Note it down in your diary.


Share what you have learnt, with others.





Other Methods of Bible Study:


The Biographical method – tracing the life of a person (e.g. David, Timothy)


The Topical method – Using a topical Bible (e.g. “love” or “fellowship”)





III. PERSONAL STRATEGY FOR BIBLE STUDY





To obtain a well-balanced understanding of the Scriptures, it is wise to plan a personal strategy for yourself to study the whole Bible systematically.





For Action: Devise a one-month strategy for studying the Bible at least two times a week for 30 minutes a day.





What will I study? 	





(suggestions: start with books like Romans, James, 1 John, Hebrews and Galatians, before going on to books like the Gospels, Psalms, Proverbs, Genesis - Deuteronomy, and then the Prophets.)





When will I study?	





CONCLUSION:





How to sustain a desire to study the Bible effectively:





1. 	Strive to attain the results of Bible study:


Becoming a fruitful and steadfast Christian (Psalm 1)


Being able to discern both good and evil (Hebrews 5:14)


Being able to rightly divide the Word of Truth (2 Tim 2:15)





Mutual encouragement: Pace one another, discuss hindrances and helps.





Lead a Bible study group: The responsibility of teaching others will motivate you to do thorough study of the Word of God.


�
Sample Passage for Bible Study: Psalm 23


Written by David, shepherd and king of Israel





Theme: The wonderful ways in which God cares for me.





Division�
Question�
Observation�
Interpretation�
Application�
�
v.1�
Who?


What?


So?�
The LORD


is my shepherd


I shall not want�
The LORD guides, protects and provides for me completely. (Philippians 4:19)�
I need to trust in Him for all these things, and not be fearful of not having enough. If He does not provide something, I do not need it.�
�
v.2-3�
Who?


What?





Where?


What?


Where?





What?


What?


Where?








Why?�
He (The LORD):


- maketh me to lie down…


in green pastures:


- leadeth me …


beside the still waters.


- restoreth my soul:


- leadeth me…


in the paths of righteousness





for His name’s sake.�



The LORD


Feeds me, (Eze 34:14)





Refreshes me,


(Rev 7:17, John 4:14)





Saves me,





Leads me, (Psa 5:8)








Out of His own goodness. (Tit 3:5)�



I need to trust Him to provide me with daily provisions, refreshment, salvation, and guidance.




















I need to thank Him for the undeserved grace He has bestowed on me.


�
�
v.4-5�
Who?


What?


Where?





What?


Why?

















Who?


What?





Where?





What?





How much?�
Yea, though I …


walk through …


the valley of the shadow of death…


I will fear no evil:


- for Thou art with me;


- Thy rod and Thy staff they comfort me.





Thou (God):


- preparest a table before me…


in the presence of mine enemies:


- anointest my head with oil,


my cup runneth over.�
When I go through trials and afflictions in life, I do not have to be afraid, because of:





God’s presence (Heb 13:5; Isa 43:2)


God’s comfort and defence (John 10:11,12)





God’s provision and protection (Psalm 27:3)








God’s refreshment and healing


God’s overflowing kindness (John 10:10)


�



I need to trust Him for help when I am in trouble or distress. 


I should not be afraid of death.




















I can rejoice even in the midst of trial (James 1:2,12) because of God’s wonderful provisions.�
�
v.6�
So?








How long?





So?


Where?





How long?�
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me…


all the days of my life:


and I will dwell…


in the house of the Lord…


for ever


�
All these blessings from God are mine 





for my whole lifetime on earth, (Phil 1:6)





and until I am with the Lord in heaven.


(Rev 21:3,4)�
I should praise and thank God for His goodness and mercy and for my hope of eternal life.�
�
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