HOW TO INTERPRET THE BIBLE CORRECTLY


Text: II Timothy 2:14-18








Goal: To Motivate and equip you to Interpret the Bible accurately. 





Four Learning Objectives: 


1. Identify Five Reasons why we must interpret the Bible accurately.


2. Describe Seven Errors of Interpretation to avoid.


3. Explain the Four Principles that must be applied to interpret the Bible accurately.


4. Implement Three Ways to get the Most Benefit out of studying the Bible.








INTRODUCTION:


 “Cutting it Straight” (2 Tim 2:15) requires PRECISION!





I. REASONS FOR INTERPRETING THE BIBLE ACCURATELY


(from 2 Timothy 2:14-18)





Disappointment (v.14 – “to no profit”)


Damage (v.14 – “subverting of hearers”)


Satisfaction: (v.15 – “shew thyself approved unto God”)


Responsibility (v.15 – “a workman that needeth not to be ashamed”)


Demands (v.15 –  “the Word of truth”)








II. ERRORS OF INTERPRETATION TO AVOID








Reading into the Text


2 Peter 2:20 – Can salvation be lost?


Genesis 3:16 – Are no painkillers and anaesthetics allowed?








Spiritualising the text


Matthew 28:2 – Is this the stone of doubt and sin?


Luke 10:35 – Are the coins baptism and the Lord’s supper?








Rationalizing the Text


Luke 9:16,17 – Did they eat their own food?








Culturalising the Text


Ephesians 5:22 – Is this the product of a male-dominated society?


1 Timothy 2:11-12 – Is this applicable today?








Redefining the Text


Mark 7:10,11 – Excused from keeping the 5th commandment?


Luke 16:23 – No eternal hell?


Rev 20:2,3 – One thousand years is not one thousand?





Over-literalising the Text


Psalm 98:1 – Does God have arms and hands?


Matthew 5:29,30 – Is self-mutilation required?





Generalising the Text


Acts 2:43; 5:12 – Are there apostles and miracles in the church today?





III. PRINCIPLES TO INTERPRET THE BIBLE ACCURATELY





Calvin’s three rules


The Literal Principle: Look for the literal, natural sense of the text, taking figures of speech into account, e.g.


Acts 7:60 – “he fell asleep” (euphemism)


Psalm 119:162 – “I rejoice at thy word, as one that findeth great spoil.” (simile)


Genesis 49:9,14,17,21,22 – “Judah is a lion’s whelp . . .” (metaphor)


The Historical Principle: Observe what the text meant in its original context to its original audience.


Matthew 18:19,20 – “if two of you shall agree on earth as touching any thing that they shall ask, it shall be done for them” (context is church discipline – v.15)


Narrative – a historical event is being described plainly.


Poetic – more expressive and also emotional.


Prophetic –  looking to the future (only one fulfilment).


Joel 2:28,29 – already fulfilled at Pentecost (Acts 2:16-18)


1 Samuel 21:8 – David’s “white lie”





The Synthetical Principle: Check that the meaning agrees with other passages of Scripture.


Do not build any important doctrine on the basis of just one verse alone.


The New Testament is sometimes the best commentary to use for Old Testament passages. (E.g. Isaiah 53:4-6 cf. Acts 8:34,35)


Types in Old Testament: E.g. Numbers 21:9 cf. John 3:14,15





The Practical Principle: Draw out the right principles in the text to apply.


Genesis 22:2 – Principle: By virtue of our relationship with God, God requires obedience to any commandment that He gives to us.


Make a conscious effort to meditate on the principles.








III. GETTING THE MOST BENEFIT IN STUDYING THE BIBLE





If you have not read through the whole Bible, read it once through quickly first.








Ask as many questions as you can, concerning the passage you study.





John 12:41








Always write down your thoughts and findings.











CONCLUSION:





Nehemiah 8:3,8-12





The Bible





This book contains: the mind of God, the state of man, the way of salvation, the doom of sinners, and the happiness of believers.


Its doctrine is holy, its precepts are binding, its histories are true, and its decisions are immutable. Read it to be wise, believe it to be saved, and practice it to be holy.


It contains light to direct you, food to support you, and comfort to cheer you. it is the traveller’s map, the pilgrim’s staff, the pilot’s compass, the soldier’s sword, and the Christian’s charter. Here heaven is opened, and the gates of hell are disclosed.


Christ is the grand subject, our good its design, and the glory of God its end. It should fill the memory, rule the heart, and guide the feet.


Read it slowly, frequently, and prayerfully. It is a mine of wealth, health to the soul, and a river of pleasure. It is given to you here in this life, will be opened at the judgement, and is established forever. It involves the highest responsibility, will reward the greatest labour, and condemn all who trifle with its contents.
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