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The Beatitudes (4)

Text: Matthew 5:3-12

FEBC Chapel, 14th September 2001
This is the fourth study in our series on the Beatitudes. We have already looked at the first three beatitudes which are: Spiritual poverty, a godly sorrow for sin, and Gentleness or meekness. We want to look at the next beatitude, which is Godliness. Godliness is an attitude which has to do with your relationship with God and His righteousness.

The Satisfaction of Those who Seek for God’s Righteousness

People everywhere hunger for food, for money for pleasure, and for love. But on the deepest level of the human heart what all people are really starving for is a right relationship with God. Godliness is what man was created for in the beginning, and so he can never be truly happy and satisfied until he is godly. Until we are doing what we were created to do – to glorify God and to enjoy Him forever – we will continue to feel that something important is missing from our lives.

Let us look at Matthew 5:6 now and observe three things that Jesus said here about godliness:

a. Godliness desires with intense longing

The verse begins: “Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst . . .” I am sure there must been times when you have experienced great hunger and thirst and just could not wait to get some food and drinks. The Scriptures tell us that we should desire God and His righteousness with the same intense longing, regarding them as things that we just cannot wait to get. Let us look up some verses that show this:

Isaiah 26:9 “With my soul have I desired Thee in the night; yea, with my spirit within me will I seek Thee early: for when thy judgments are in the earth, the inhabitants of the world will learn righteousness.”
Psalm 27:4 “One thing have I desired of the LORD, that will I seek after; that I may dwell in the house of the LORD all the days of my life, to behold the beauty of the LORD, and to enquire in His temple.”
Psalm 42:1,2 - “As the hart panteth after the water brooks, so panteth my soul after Thee, O God. My soul thirsteth for God, for the living God: when shall I come and appear before God?”

Let us look now at the next part of v.6 to observe the next point about the satisfaction we are to seek:

b. Godliness focusses on heavenly nourishment

“Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after righteousness.” This is what godliness is all about. A person with a godly character hungers and thirsts after righteousness. Our desires should not be focused on material things and worldly success and fleshly pleasures, for these do not provide fulfillment. After getting them and enjoying them, we still feel a sense of emptiness inside. Rather, we are to seek after God and His righteousness and treat them as the most basic necessities of life to us. Let us look up some verses:

In Deuteronomy 8:3 we are told that man does not live by bread only, but by every word that proceeds out of the mouth of the LORD. God’s Word is as much of a basic necessity for life as the food that we eat each day. And so we should hunger for it. In John 4:34 Jesus said “My meat [food] is to do the will of Him that sent me, and to finish His work.” Since Christ regarded doing the will of God as His food, we too should hunger to do God’s 

In Philippians 3:7-10 we see what the apostle Paul regarded as his greatest desire and pursuit in life: “But what things were gain to me, those I counted loss for Christ. Yea doubtless, and I count all things but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord: for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and do count them but dung, that I may win Christ, And be found in Him, not having mine own righteousness, which is of the law, but that which is through the faith of Christ, the righteousness which is of God by faith:”
Dear friends, if I were to ask you, what are the things in life that you desire most, what would your answer be? Would you be able to say, like Paul, that you want Jesus Christ more than anything else in this world? Would you be able to say that God’s righteousness, God’s Word and doing God’s will are just as important to you, or more important to you, than basic necessities like food, water, air and rest? I Hope that one day you would be able to say that. Because the Bible plainly says that if you desire these things, you will definitely be filled. This is the third point we observe in this beatitude:

c. Godliness is satisfied in time and eternity

“Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after righteousness, for they shall be filled” And the satisfaction of godliness is both in this life as well as in the life to come. It is a real satisfaction. Let us look up some verses that show this: Jeremiah 15:16 - “Thy words were found, and I did eat them; and Thy word was unto me the joy and rejoicing of mine heart: for I am called by Thy name, O LORD God of hosts.”
Psalm 107:9 - “For He satisfieth the longing soul, and filleth the hungry soul with goodness.” Jer 31:14 – “And I will satiate the soul of the priests with fatness, and My people shall be satisfied with My goodness, saith the LORD.” Psa 63:5,6 - “My soul shall be satisfied as with marrow and fatness; and my mouth shall praise Thee with joyful lips: When I remember Thee upon my bed, and meditate on Thee in the night watches.”
You know, nothing on earth can ever compare to the satisfaction you can experience when you are godly, when you are hungering and thirsting after God’s righteousness. That is why, the apostle Paul, said in 1 Timothy 6:6 that “Godliness with contentment is great gain.” And yet today, millions of people are literally dying of spiritual malnutrition because they are seeking satisfaction in things which do not satisfy. In the words of Isaiah, “Wherefore do ye spend money for that which is not bread? and your labour for that which satisfieth not? hearken diligently unto me, and eat ye that which is good, and let your soul delight itself in fatness.” (Isaiah 55:2).

We have come to the end of our lesson. Let us now summarise what we have learnt this morning:

1. Godliness is what man was created for, in the beginning, and so he can never be truly happy and satisfied until he is godly.

2. A godly person desires God, His Word, His will and His righteousness more than anything else, and finds deep, lasting satisfaction in them.
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a. 
Godliness desires with intense longing

 “Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst . . .” 

Isaiah 26:9 


Psalm 27:4


Psalm 42:1,2


b. 
Godliness focuses on heavenly nourishment

“. . .  after righteousness . . .” 

Not on material things and worldly success and fleshly pleasures.

But on God and His righteousness:

Deuteronomy 8:3


John 4:34 


Philippians 3:7-10


c. 
Godliness is satisfied in time and eternity

“. . . for they shall be filled.” 

Jeremiah 15:16 


Psalm 107:9


Jeremiah 31:14 


Psalm 63:5,6


“Wherefore do ye spend money for that which is not bread? and your labour for that which satisfieth not? hearken diligently unto me, and eat ye that which is good, and let your soul delight itself in fatness.” (Isaiah 55:2).

A Summary of the Lessons learnt:

1. Godliness is what man was created for in the beginning, and so he can never be truly happy and satisfied until he is godly.

2. A godly person desires God, His Word, His will and His righteousness more than anything else, and finds deep, lasting satisfaction in them.

