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The Beatitudes (8)

Text: Matthew 5:10-12

FEBC Chapel, 26th October 2001

We continue with our series of studies in the Beatitudes. We have already considered the first 7 beatitudes which are: spiritual poverty, godly sorrow for sin, gentleness, godliness, compassion, moral purity and making peace. This morning we proceed to consider the 8th beatitude which is that of loyalty to Christ. 

To Be Loyal to Christ at all Costs

There are several things that loyalty to Christ demands from you. The first thing is that you should not keep our Christian identity a secret. Hiding your identity as a Christian is really the easiest way to avoid being persecuted for Christ. Nobody will ever bother you about your faith in Christ if they do not even know that you are a Christian. But not only would this compromise your loyalty to Christ, it would also keep you from ever knowing the blessedness of being persecuted for His sake. Therefore you must not be afraid to let others know that you belong to Him. If you find yourself alone in the midst of non-Christians and they were to ask you what your religion is, tell them plainly, “I’m a Christian.”  

The second thing that you must do if you are loyal to Christ is to speak up for Him when you hear false or bad things being said about Him. Another easy way to avoid facing persecution is to remain silent and not say anything when people around you speak against the Lord Jesus Christ. But think of this: Would you just remain silent if someone says something against your loved ones or makes false slanderous remarks about your father or mother? Would you not be moved by your love and loyalty to them, to speak the truth and clear their good name? If that causes you to be upset, then perhaps you should also get upset when your Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ is being slandered or insulted. 

And the third thing that loyalty to Christ demands from you is a willingness to bear suffering and persecution from non-Christians because you are a Christian. If you ever have to face this, remember the words that Jesus spoke in Matthew 5:10: “Blessed are they which are persecuted for righteousness’ sake. . .” 

One of the hardest places to live the Christian life is in an army camp. Because there Christians usually find themselves alone among many non-Christians, and feel tremendous pressure to do what they all do. I remember when I was in NS and during break time in between training I was talking with a few platoon mates about Christ. Suddenly our platoon sergeant showed up and heard what I was saying. He immediately pointed a threatening finger at me and said, “Eh, in this place, ah, you are not allowed to talk such things.” You know, it’s no fun to be marked by a sergeant or superior officer who does not like Christians.

But if that ever happens to you, please do not get discouraged. You are not alone. You are standing together with the many brave martyrs of Church history. According to tradition, Matthew suffered martyrdom by being slain with a sword at a distant city in Ethiopia. Mark died at Alexandria, after being cruelly dragged through the streets of that city. Luke was hanged upon an olive tree in the land of Greece. John was put into a cauldron of boiling oil, but escaped death in a miraculous manner, and was afterward banished to the island of Patmos. Peter was crucified upside down at Rome. James was thrown from a lofty pinnacle of the temple and then beaten to death with a club. Bartholomew was skinned alive. Andrew was bound to a cross, from which he preached to his persecutors until he died. Thomas was pierced with a spear. Jude was shot to death with arrows. Matthias was stoned and then beheaded. Barnabas was stoned to death in Greece. And the greatest example of persecution is Christ Himself, who was arrested, scourged with whips and crucified.

As Jesus said in John 15:18-20 “If the world hate you, ye know that it hated Me before it hated you. 19 If ye were of the world, the world would love his own: but because ye are not of the world, but I have chosen you out of the world, therefore the world hateth you. 20 Remember the word that I said unto you, The servant is not greater than his lord. If they have persecuted Me, they will also persecute you;. . .” 

Let us not assume that we can go through life without facing any persecution from the world. It is true of course that here in Singapore we will not be arrested and jailed like our brethren in the underground churches of China. But as long as we live in a world that is dominantly non-Christian, we are bound to face some degree of hostility. In 2 Timothy 3:12, we are told, “Yea, and all that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution.”So let us now learn a few things about persecution from these verses in Matthew:

a. Persecution comes in many forms

Not all will have to die or be imprisoned for believing in Christ. Sometimes persecution may come in the form of:

i. Verbal abuse: “Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you . . .” (v.11). This happens when non-Christians give you nicknames like “Holy Joe” or “padre” because you are a Christian. When people do that to you, don’t get angry with them or call them by equally awful nicknames in return. According to 1 Peter 2:21-23 “Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an example, that ye should follow His steps: 22 Who did no sin, neither was guile found in His mouth: 23 Who, when He was reviled, reviled not again; when He suffered, He threatened not; but committed Himself to Him that judgeth righteously:” Another form of persecution is:

ii. Harassment: “. . . and persecute you . . .” (v.11) This happens when people treat you unfairly, or discriminate against you, because you know Christ. The apostle Paul wrote about the kind of treatment he received in 1 Corinthians 4:11-3 – “Even unto this present hour we both hunger, and thirst, and are naked, and are buffeted, and have no certain dwellingplace;12 And labour, working with our own hands: being reviled, we bless; being persecuted, we suffer it:13 Being defamed, we intreat: we are made as the filth of the world, and are the offscouring of all things unto this day.” If you ever feel that you are being treated like dirt because of your faith in Christ, remember that that was the way they treated Paul and even our Lord Jesus Christ. And like them, we must response to the evil done against us, with good, even blessing our persecutors. A third form of persecution is:

iii. Slander: “. . . and shall say all manner of evil against you falsely . . .” (v.11) This happens when people speak bad things about you or blame you unjustly for bad things that happen. During the times of intense persecution in the Roman empire, Christians were blamed for all the worst crimes. The Roman emperor blamed them for the fire that almost destroyed the city of Rome. 

Under the communist regimes of eastern Europe and Soviet Russia, Christians were labelled as counter-revolutionaries, plotting to overthrow the government. If you ever become the subject of such evil speaking because of your faith in Christ, there is not need for you to fight back or clear your name. In time it will become  evident to all that all of these accusations and charges against you are false.

Now that we have seen how persecution comes in a variety of forms, we must go to the next point about persecution which is very important:

b. If one is Persecuted let it be for the right reason

“ . . . for righteousness’ sake” (v.10); “. . . for My sake” (v.11) Some of the things we suffer are things that we bring on ourselves. If we make a mistake and have to suffer for it, we cannot say that we are suffering for righteousness’ sake. At other times suffering is just part of living in a fallen world. A person may fall sick and suffer a lot, but he is not suffering for righteousness sake. Perhaps you may have a little brother who causes you a lot of irritation and you have to patiently endure him. Please do not say, “I am suffering for righteousness sake, and so I certainly deserve a prize for this.” 

The only suffering we will be rewarded for is suffering for the sake of righteousness and the cause of Christ. Listen to what God’s Word says in 1 Peter 4:14-16 – “If ye be reproached for the name of Christ, happy are ye; for the spirit of glory and of God resteth upon you: on their part He is evil spoken of, but on your part He is glorified.15 But let none of you suffer as a murderer, or as a thief, or as an evildoer, or as a busybody in other men's matters.16 Yet if any man suffer as a Christian, let him not be ashamed; but let him glorify God on this behalf.” Let us go on now to look at one last thing mentioned in these verses about persecution:

c. A heavenly reward is promised patiently bearing Persecution.

Our loyalty to Christ will one day be rewarded. There is a glorious prize awaiting the persecuted, as v.12 says: “Rejoice, and be exceedingly glad; for great is your reward in heaven”  All who look for a reward in this life for their sufferings will be disappointed. Sometimes we read about how Daniel was miraculously delivered from suffering and death, and we think that God will do the same for us. But this does not always happen. 

We may have to continue bearing mistreatment, insult and persecution all our lives, without seeing any deliverance or immediate reward at all. Our reward will definitely come, but it will be in heaven. When we are persecuted because of our loyalty to Christ, let us remember that whatever it costs us in this life, God will repay us a thousand times more in His Kingdom. Therefore, like Paul, let us “press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus” (Phil 3:14).

This brings our whole series of study on the beatitudes to an end. Before we close, let us review what we have learned from our study of the 8th beatitude:

1.  If we are loyal to Christ, we will do three things: (1) we will not keep our Christian identity a secret, (2) we will speak up for Him when He is insulted, and (3) we will willingly bear persecution for being Christians.

2.  When we face persecution, we can be comforted by the thought that many godly Christians, and even Christ Himself, have suffered great persecution.

3.  When we suffer for righteousness sake, we should not expect to be rewarded here on earth, but in heaven.

The Beatitudes (8)

Text: Matthew 5:10-12

FEBC Chapel 

To Be Loyal to Christ at all Costs

“Blessed are they which are persecuted for righteousness’ sake. . .” 

Loyalty to Christ demands:

1. 
That you should not keep your Christian identity a secret. 

2. 
That you speak up for Him.

3. 
That you must be willing to bear suffering and persecution.

Many brave martyrs and Christ Himself were persecuted.

John 15:18-20 


2 Timothy 3:12


a. 
Persecution comes in many forms.

i. 
Verbal abuse: “Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you . . .” (v.11)

1 Peter 2:21-23


ii. 
Harassment: “. . . and persecute you . . .” (v.11)

1 Corinthians 4:11-3


iii. 
Slander: “. . . and shall say all manner of evil against you falsely . . .” (v.11)

b. 
If you are persecuted let it be for the right reason.

“ . . . for righteousness’ sake” (v.10); “. . . for My sake” (v.11) 

1 Peter 4:14-16 


c. 
A heavenly reward is promised for patiently bearing persecution.

“Rejoice, and be exceedingly glad; for great is your reward in heaven.”  (v.12)

A Summary of the lessons learnt:
1. If we are loyal to Christ, we will do three things: (1) we will not keep our Christian identity a secret, (2) we will speak up for Him when He is insulted, and (3) we will willingly bear persecution for being Christians.

2. When we face persecution, we can be comforted by the thought that many godly Christians, and even Christ Himself, have suffered great persecution.

3. When we suffer for righteousness sake, we should not expect to be rewarded here on earth, but in heaven.

