Bedok Neighbourhood Bible Community

Colossians - “Christ in You the Hope of Glory”

A. Paul, the Writer of Colossians

At the time that the apostle Paul wrote this epistle (about AD 63), he had already completed his three missionary journeys and was imprisoned in Rome for 2 years, waiting to be tried by Caesar. Because he was a Roman citizen he was placed only under house arrest, and so enjoyed some measure of freedom to receive visitors and also to minister to churches by writing letters to them. Four of these letters are found in our Bibles – Ephesians, Philippians, Philemon and Colossians. There are interesting similarities between them! The epistle to the Colossians was conveyed from Paul in Rome, by a person called Tychicus (4:7,8), who was accompanied by another person, Onesimus (a runaway slave whom Paul converted). They probably sailed from Rome to Ephesus and then traveled overland to the city.


[image: image1.wmf]
B. The Church at Colossae

The city of Colossae was located in the Lycus river valley, about 160 km east of the port city of Ephesus somewhere in modern day Turkey. It was the oldest of the three cities in the valley, the other two being Hierapolis and Laodicea (mentioned in 2:1), and although it was the most prominent city in the area about 500 years before Christ, by the time this epistle was written, Colossae was already overtaken by the other two cities. About 550 AD it was gradually abandoned and when the Turks came, it was destroyed. Today it has become a tourist spot with hotels and spas.

The Gospel came to Colossae probably during the time when Paul stayed at Ephesus for two years (about AD 54). According to Acts 19:10 it was during this time that “all they which dwelt in Asia heard the word of the Lord Jesus, both Jews and Greeks.” Apparently a Colossian by the name of Epaphras was discipled by Paul at Ephesus and then sent back to his home city to spread the gospel and plant a church in Colossae. Hence the Colossian Christians were Paul’s spiritual grandchildren, and although he had not seen them up till the time of writing his epistle, he had the authority to write to them and instruct them.

C. The Occasion for Writing

About 6-8 years after the founding of the church at Colossae, Epaphras came to Paul at Rome, to inform him of some new developments within the church, and particularly of some doctrinal problems that had emerged. Therefore in this epistle Paul expounded some of the most important doctrines in the New Testament, especially the doctrine of Christ. He also warned the believers against the false doctrines that were influencing them.

To prepare for our First Lesson on Colossians, please read Colossians 1:1-12 and answer the following:

1. How many chapters does Colossians have?


2. What good things had Paul heard about the Colossians (vv.4-5)? 



3. What aspirations did the Apostle Paul have for the Christians at Colossae (vv.9-12)?




4. How can we be filled with the knowledge of God’s will (v.9, cf. Romans 12:2; Psalm 119:105)?




5. What does the word “walk” in v.10 mean (cf. 2:6; 3:6,7; 4:5)?




6. Why must our walk be one that is “worthy of the Lord” (v.10; cf. Philippians 3:18)?




7. Why are good works described as “fruit” (v.10; cf. John 15:5)?




8. What do we need to be strengthened for (v.11; cf. Romans 4:20; Ephesians 6:10,11; 2 Corinthians 12:9,10)?




9. What is the Christian’s source of strength (v.11)?




Bedok Neighbourhood Bible Community

Colossians - “Christ in You the Hope of Glory”

Lesson Two

To prepare for our Second Lesson on Colossians, please read Colossians 1:13-27 and answer the following:

1. What does v.27 say is the ultimate goal of the Christian life?


2. What aspect of Christlikeness is implied in v.18? (cf. 1 John 3:2)
- How can this aspect of Christlikeness become ours? (cf.Philippians 3:21)



3. What aspect of Christlikeness is implied in v.21? (cf. Philippians 2:5; Romans 12:2)

- How can this aspect of Christlikeness become ours? (cf. Psalm 139:23; Hebrews 4:12)



4. What aspect of Christlikeness is implied in v.22? (cf. Hebrews 1:9)

- How can this aspect of Christlikeness become ours? (cf. Ephesians 5:9; Hebrews 12:11)



5. Why did God set Christlikeness as our life goal? (1:15, 3:10; cf. Genesis 1:26)

- How should this affect our pursuit of Christlikeness? (cf. Galatians 4:19)



6. What are the means that God has provided us with, for this pursuit according to: 

- 2 Corinthians 3:18 ?


- John 17:17 & 2 Timothy 3:16,17 ?


- Colossians 1:28,29; Ephesians 4:11-13 ?


7. Can a Christian attain perfect Christlikeness while he still lives on earth? Why? 
(cf. Philippians 3:12; 1 John 1:8)

- Does the word “perfect” in v.28 mean ‘sinless’? (cf. Genesis 6:9)
- What is your definition of sin?



8. Whose job is it to make us Christlike? (1 Thessalonians 5:23,24; Philippians 2:12,13)



Notes on Lesson One:

After the customary greeting in the first two verses, Paul gave thanks to God for the faith, love and hope that the Colossian believers had as a result of their commitment to Christ. And Paul reveals that he had heard of these things from Epaphras who, according to v.8 had “declared unto us your love in the Spirit.”
But he did not want them to be contented with that and stop there. In the verses that follow this, Paul tells them that he wanted them to aspire after greater things. There was still room for improvement. What the apostle Paul wrote here concerning the Colossians is also very applicable to all of us today. As Christians, we must always aspire after greater things for the Lord – in our life as well as in our church.

Like the Church in Colossae, you have not reached what you should be yet and should aspire toward greater things in your spiritual life. It is important to keep on growing spiritually and not stagnate, or come to a ‘plateau’. Let us not be satisfied with what we are right now, but strive to go on to the higher ground that God wants us to go on to. 

And this is what we see in v.9-11 as Paul expressed his aspirations for the Colossian Christians. If you look at v.9 you will notice that these aspirations became the subject of Paul’s prayers for them. The first aspiration is:

I. To Be Filled with The Knowledge of God’s Will (v.9)

This is something we should also pray for ourselves. According to Romans 12:1,2 this is required for consecrated living: When we present our bodies a living sacrifice, we are to be transformed by the renewing of our minds in order to “prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God.” Such knowledge of God's will is the foundation of all Christian character and conduct.

This knowledge of God’s will comes through God’s Word. And it consists of not only of the many written commandments that God has given in the scriptures, but (as v.9 says) also of wisdom and understanding to deal with various situations in life – whether comfort or crisis, sickness or health. To do this we need to cultivate the habit of feeding ourselves with God’s Word because “Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God.” (Matthew 4:4) The more that we meditate on God’s Word, the more we will be able to discern how to apply its principles to any situation. The psalmist says, “Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path.” (Psalm 119:105). 

The knowledge of God’s will affects every part of our life: The way we worship and serve God, and the way we relate to our parents. It affects our choice of a life-partner, our marriage and family life, and the way we carry out our responsibilities in work or studies. It affects our attitudes to the things on earth – the pursuit of material wealth and health, fame and fortune. 

The knowledge of God’s will affects every choice and decision we make in life. Do you have an adequate working knowledge God’s will? Do you know the principles of scripture well enough to apply them in every situation in life? 

It is interesting to note that Paul did not just desire the Colossian Christians to have the knowledge of God’s will, but to in fact, be filled with the knowledge of God’s will. That is what you should aspire to have – not just the minimum you need, but more than that – the fullness of this knowledge! This idea of fullness also suggests that such knowledge should saturate or pervade our whole being: our daily thoughts, our attitudes, our plans and desires, and even our prayers. That is why the Lord’s prayer has the petition – “Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.” 

The desire to know God’s will should become so great to us that we think about it, dream about it, talk with others about it and of course, that we ultimately do it. For the knowledge of God’s Will by itself is not useful until it is applied into daily living. This is why we see in v.10 that the second aspiration that Paul had for the Colossians is that they would “walk worthy of the Lord, unto all pleasing.” 

II. To Walk Worthy of The Lord Unto All Pleasing (v.10)

Knowledge must lead to action: Inward knowledge is no use until it is translated into outward practice. What did Paul mean by the words, “walking worthy of the Lord”? The word “walk” here is a figure of speech which refers to one’s conduct before people. Your manner of life, the things you say and do before people at home and at work all these things comprise the Christian’s “walk”. 

And this is the sense of the word “walk” used here, as well as 3 more times in the rest of the epistle (Col 2:6; 3:6,7; 4:5) In all of these verses the word “walk” clearly refers to one’s manner of life, one’s conduct. 

What kind of walk or manner of life should we have. v.10 says it is a walk that is “worthy of the Lord”. What does this mean? It means that we should not just aspire to have a good manner of life. A much higher standard than that is required of us: a manner of life that is not just good, but worthy of the Lord Himself! This is a manner of life that demands the utmost best that I can give. 

Since we belong to the Lord, our manner of life must be worthy of Him. It must not be anything less than the very best, because God is worthy of nothing less than the very best. Thus we must aspire not just to fulfill the minimum requirement in our conduct, but more than that we must aspire to have the best conduct, one that befits the Lord Himself! We enjoy the highest honour and privilege to be in God’s kingdom and be called sons of God. Not everybody has this honour. Let us live in a manner that befits that honour!

If we do not do this, we may “walk unworthy of the Lord” and that means we bring shame instead of honour to our God. How terrible it is to do this (Philippians 3:18). 
Why are Christians who walk unworthy of the Lord, provide people around them with the greatest reason why they should not turn to Christ! An unworthy walk can stumble a person from coming to Christ. 

Now what kind of walk is worthy of the Lord? Look at v.10 again and you will see that the phrase worthy of the Lord is qualified immediately with the phrase “unto all pleasing.” Some may mistakenly interpret this to mean that we are to please all men by our conduct, but the word “all” here refers to things that please the Lord, not to men. This phrase tells us that our walk or manner of life is worthy of God only when it pleases Him in all things. God must be pleased with what he sees in our life, if our life is to be considered worthy of Him. There are times when we have to face a difficult choice of either pleasing God or pleasing men. Walking worthy of the Lord may sometimes mean that we lose the esteem of people around us, and become unpopular. 

This verse, by the way, shows us what we should do if we want to please God. The unsaved think they are pleasing God with elaborate rituals and offerings. Some endeavour to please the Lord by extreme forms of worship, and binding themselves with vows of strict ascetic self-denial. But in reality, what God is really pleased with, and wants to see, is a life that is lived worthy of Him – such a life becomes a living sacrifice, holy, and acceptable unto God.

Such a life is fruitful in every good work, as v.10 says. We notice that the good works are described here as fruit, and therefore is it the natural outcome of godly living. We do not have to force the fruits to appear. That can’t be done. But as long as we maintain our relationship with God and desire to do His will, we will bear the fruit, which is good works. 

The last part of v.10 says “and increasing in the knowledge of God.” The grammatical construction of this allows for two interpretations: The first is that our knowledge of God should increase. The second is that the knowledge of God is the means by which we increase (i.e. translated “and increasing by means of the knowledge of God.”). While both meanings are theologically sound, the second one is better, because of the context. The words “fruitful” and “increasing” obviously have the same idea. And the way for a person to increase or be fruitful is through maintaining a close intimate knowledge of God. This is in line with what Jesus said in John 15:5, – “He that abideth in Me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth much fruit: for without Me ye can do nothing.” 

III. To Be Strengthened With All Might According to His Glorious Power

This is not referring to physical might or power, but spiritual might. This is the kind of strength that we need to do at least three things: 

Firstly, it is the strength we need to persevere in believing God’s promises. (Romans 4:20)

Secondly, it is the strength we need to stand firm in the midst of spiritual conflict. (Ephesians 6:10,11) When we face temptation to sin we need to resist it. 

Thirdly, it is the strength that we need to bear with our infirmities. The apostle Paul testified that when he was so troubled by a thorn in the flesh, and he prayed that the Lord would remove it, the Lord did not take it away, but said to him,  “My grace is sufficient for thee: for My strength is made perfect in weakness.” Thus Paul concluded, “Most gladly therefore will I rather glory in my infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon me. (2 Corinthians 12:9).
This is the strength we need to weather through all the storms of life – the strength that makes us resilient, that enables us to pick ourselves up and get going after we have suffered a terrible setback. It was this strength that enabled king David to encourage himself in the Lord at the moment when everything was going against him (2 Samuel 30:6). It was this strength than enabled Job to say, “The Lord gave and the Lord hath taken away, blessed be the name of the Lord” (Job 1:21) when everything was taken away from him. It was this strength that enabled Paul to be content in whatever state he was – whether abased or abounding (Philippians 4:11,12). It was this strength that enabled him and Silas to sing joyful praises to God in the Philippian jail after being whipped and bound in stocks. It was this strength that enabled the saints and martyrs to lay their lives down for the sake of Christ, and not be afraid of pain and death. 

The question comes: How can we be spiritually strong? Paradoxically, we have to be weak in order to be strong! 2 Corinthians 12:10 – “… when I am weak, then am I strong.” 

This strength in weakness is obviously not from within ourselves. The Christian’s source of strength is external, and yet, also internal. It is external in the sense that it comes from someone else – Christ! V.11 of our text tells us – “according to His glorious power.” Paul says the same thing in Philippians 4:13 – “I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me.” But at the same time it is also internal, because it comes from Christ who dwells within us and who is always with us. 

And because we have Christ as our source of strength to draw from, we can have it all the time, regardless of where we are or what we have. As a comparison, we think of the physical strength of Samson – he had no strength after his hair was cut. And those who regard wealth as their source of power will lose all power when their wealth is taken away. And likewise, those who always rely on their own mental abilities to help them will be helpless when they grow old and their mind deteriorates. Every source of strength can be lost or taken away, except Christ! He remains with us to strengthen us till the very end!

Having seen all the benefits of having spiritual strength, let us therefore aspire not just to be strong Christians in the sense of doing our own level best to keep ourselves going, but let us aspire to be strong in His might, depending on His power to keep ourselves going. This is the aspiration that even Paul had for himself, as he wrote in Philippians 3:10.

Bedok Neighbourhood Bible Community

Colossians - “Christ in You the Hope of Glory”

Lesson Three

To prepare for our Third Lesson on Colossians, please read Colossians 1:18,19; 2:8-19 and answer the following:

1. What do vv.18,19 teach about Jesus Christ? (cf. 2:3)



In what ways can the theme of these verses be reflected in our life?

What danger is there in seeking to progress to something other than Christ? 



2. What are some things that are not after Christ, according to 2:8?

What were some disturbing tendencies in the Colossian church according to the following verses?

a. 2:16,17


b. 2:18,19


c. 2:20-23 (cf. Mark 7:18-20)


Are there similar tendencies today?




3. What doctrinal truth does 2:9 teach about Christ?


4. What are some things that we have in our union with Christ?

a. 2:10


b. 2:11 (cf. Deuteronomy 30:6)


c. 2:12


d. 2:13,14


e. 2:15


Notes on Lesson Two:

There is a saying that if you aim at nothing, you will achieve nothing. Hence we saw how the apostle Paul wanted the Christians in Colossae to aspire after three things: to be filled with the knowledge of His will, to walk worthy of the Lord, and to be strengthened with all might according to His power.

You may notice that all three of these aspirations have one common denominator: The Lord!  And that brings us to the thrust of this message: The ultimate purpose of all that we should aspire for and strive for is to become like the Lord Jesus Christ in every way. And in our text, this is seen in Colossians 1:27 – “To whom God would make known what is the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles; which is Christ in you, the hope of glory” 

The purpose is to understand fully this goal of Christlikeness, so that our lives may be fully oriented to attain this goal that God has set for us. Now there are many questions that may be asked about this goal: Why does God want us to become like Christ? How are we attain to this goal of Christlikeness? How do we know when we have attained it? And is it possible for us to ever fully attain this goal of being like the Lord Jesus Christ? 

I. 
In What Aspects Can We Become Like Jesus Christ?

a. The Likeness of His Resurrection Body (Physical form)

In v.18 Christ is described as being the “firstborn from the dead.” This describes His resurrection. And because Christ is the firstborn from the dead, the implication is that we will also be resurrected. 

The body that we will have at the resurrection will be exactly the same kind of body that Jesus had after His resurrection - a body that is physical and material and yet also spiritual and incorruptible - a body that is much better than the one we now have, which is afflicted so often with pain, sickness and corruption. 

I John 3:2 tells us when we will attain to this physical likeness of Christ: “Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall be: but we know that, when He shall appear, we shall be like Him; for we shall see Him as he is.” This is a change we can all look forward to. And it will take place at the time of Christ’s appearing, when He descends the clouds and returns to this world. And this glorious change will take place “In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump:” 

And the best part of it is that we do not have to do anything to ourselves to effect this change. It will all be done by Christ Himself: Philippians 3:21 “Who shall change our vile body, that it may be fashioned like unto His glorious body, according to the working whereby he is able even to subdue all things unto himself.” The next aspect of Christlikeness is different from this one, in that we are responsible for its implementation:

b.
The Likeness of His Knowledge (Mental Consciousness)

v.21 mentions that we were at one time alienated and enemies in our minds, and then Christ reconciled us to Himself. Thus we are now reconciled in our minds to Christ. There are also exhortations in the Bible that directs us to have our minds conformed to the mind of Christ: Philippians 2:5 “Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus:” Another is Romans 12:2 – “And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.” Christian living actually begins with the mind and the heart. If we want to live like Christ we must first think like Christ. In order to have the mind of Christ, we must have the same world view that Christ has, the same values that Christ has and the same purposes that motivated Him to live as He did.

Did you know that your thought life is one of the main determining factors in the way that you live? This is why the Lord always examines our thoughts. 

This is why the psalmist prays: “Search me, O God, and know my heart: try me, and know my thoughts:” (Psalm 139:23). 

c.
The likeness of His Righteousness and Holiness (Moral character)

This is described in v.22 – “In the body of His flesh through death, to present you holy and unblameable and unreproveable in His sight.” God’s Word in Hebrews 1:9 tells us that Christ is righteous – “Thou hast loved righteousness, and hated iniquity; therefore God, even thy God, hath anointed thee with the oil of gladness above thy fellows.” Thus we are to be like Christ in holiness and righteousness. 

Based on this verse, being conformed to the moral likeness of Christ has some implications: Firstly, it means that we should hate sin, as much as Jesus Himself hates sin. We should have this attitude toward sin, whether it is in our own life or in the lives of others. If there is sin in our own lives, we must get rid of it, by repenting and confessing it. To keep tolerating sin in our lives would be like wanting to keep a piece of rotting meat in our larder. You see, dearly beloved, being holy means that we must not take any sin lightly, or excuse it. 

Having the moral likeness of Christ also means hating sin that is found in the lives of other people, while we love the people themselves. Only when we regard the sin in the lives of people we love in that manner, will we really bother to share the gospel of salvation with them, because the gospel is the only thing that can remove their sins. 

Secondly, having the moral likeness of Christ also means loving righteousness. Do you love righteousness as Christ did? You may ask: How do we love righteousness? First of all, by desiring to see righteousness in the lives of others, by giving our wholehearted approval to others when we can see righteousness manifested in them. Secondly, by desiring to see righteousness in our own lives: loving to do the things that are good and righteous in God’s sight, serving God, serving others, giving of our time, our talents and treasures to do all the good that we can do for the Lord each day.

II. Why Does God Want us to be like Jesus Christ?

The whole basis of Christlikeness is really the restoration of the image of God in which man was originally created. In 2 Corinthians 4:4, Jesus Christ is referred to as being the image of God. Hebrews 1:3 tells us that Jesus is “the brightness of [God’s] glory, and the express image of His person,…”

Therefore, by becoming like Christ, we will realise in experience what it is to be specially created in the image of God. God created man to be different from all other creatures he made. Man alone was to bear the imprint of the divine image of God. But when Adam and Eve sinned against God, that image was marred by sin. Since then all mankind has become sinful and depraved. The image of God still exists in every sinner and that makes their souls precious, but the image is now corrupted, distorted and spoiled by sin. How will it be restored? The answer is found in Col 3:9,10 – “Lie not one to another, seeing that ye have put off the old man with his deeds; And have put on the new man, which is renewed in knowledge after the image of him (God) that created him:”

Here is where we can see the wonderful and effective solution provided by God, in Jesus Christ. Among the many things Jesus did for us, one of them was to define once again what the original image of God in man should be (The new man). Listen carefully to this theological truth: As Adam had the full uncorrupted image of God in him before he fell into sin, so Christ, who is our second Adam now has the same full uncorrupted image of God in Him, and He never fell into sin at all. We, who are descendants of the first Adam must therefore have the image of God restored in us through the new man,  the sinless second Adam, our Lord Jesus Christ! 

Christ is therefore our Model, We can say that He is the divine Prototype of humanity, as humanity was originally designed by God to be – a unique creature among all God’s creatures, bearing the image of God! God made mankind to glorify Him through bearing His image. 

Since we were originally designed to bear that image, and we are not bearing it fully now because of sin, let us strive wholeheartedly to attain to it, by becoming more and more like the Lord Jesus Christ! And there is no better bliss for us than the bliss of fulfilling what we were originally created for. Do you know that all creation is now eagerly waiting for the blessed day when God will be glorified in us, the creatures who exist for the primary purpose of bearing His glorious image? This truth is stated in Romans 8:18,19 – “For I reckon that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us. For the earnest expectation of the creature waiteth for the manifestation of the sons of God.” That blessed day will come, but in the meantime, let us begin to live in anticipation of that day, by seeking to be like Christ. 

III. How Do We Become More Like Jesus Christ?
Let us look at some Bible verses that teach us how Christlikeness is to be achieved: II Corinthians 3:18 – “But we all, with open face beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are changed into the same image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord.” 

A.  The Holy Spirit: 

The important thing to note is the last part of the verse – we are changed into the same image from glory to glory even as by the Spirit of the Lord. It is the Work of the Holy Spirit that is being emphasised here. And so we must submit ourselves daily to the Holy Spirit to change us from within. This can only be done as we have close daily personal fellowship with God in prayer. It is a known principle that the more time you spend with a person, the more you gradually become like him. This applies to your relationship with God as well: the more time you spend in personal fellowship with the Lord, the more you will become like Him. 

The Bible tells us in Exodus 34 that after Moses spent 40 days and 40 nights with God upon Mt Sinai, his face shone and people were afraid to come near to him! Let us spend time with the Lord and let the Holy Spirit fill us, to do His work of changing our lives from glory to glory.

B. Bible Reading:

But the Holy Spirit does not work in a vacuum. We need to provide the raw material that He uses to build God’s image into our lives. What is that raw material? The earlier part of the same verse tells us: “But we all, with open face beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord,” It is only as we behold the glory of the Lord as in a glass that the Holy Spirit can change us. What is this referring to? The context of this verse gives us the answer: vv.14 and 15 is about the reading of the Old Testament by the Jews and how this does not benefit them because of the veil that is upon their hearts. Then in contrast to these Jews, the apostle Paul says in v.18 that we all, unlike the Jews behold the glory of the Lord. This means that it is only when we read the Scriptures, that we behold the glory of the Lord.

Therefore we need to keep on reading and studying the Bible. The Word of God is the divinely ordained means to make us like Christ. Jesus prayed “Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth.” (John 17:17) In 2 Timothy 3:16,17 Paul tells us that through the doctrine, reproof, correction and instruction in righteousness you receive as you read God’s word, you will be perfect and thoroughly furnished unto all good works. Thus the more you that you read God’s Word, the more building material you provide the Holy Spirit to make you more like Jesus Christ. 

C. Ministry of the Local Church

A third important means that God has provided for Christlikeness is through the teaching ministry of the church and of God’s servants. Let us look at Galatians 4:19 – “My little children, of whom I travail in birth again until Christ be formed in you,” This shows us that the apostle Paul’s hard labouring for God’s people were aimed at achieving the goal of Christlikeness in them. The same truth is found in Colossians 1:28-29 – “Whom we preach, warning every man, and teaching every man in all wisdom; that we may present every man perfect in Christ Jesus: Whereunto I also labour, striving according to his working, which worketh in me mightily.” Not only is this the goal of Paul, but of the whole church ministry: 

In Ephesians 4:11-13, Paul states that God “gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers; For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ: Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ”
IV. When can we attain the likeness of Jesus Christ?

Some have taught that God accomplishes the work of sanctification all at one time.  They believe that complete sanctification is received as a gift in the same manner as salvation, so that the believer is made holy in an instant, and enters once and for all into actual, practical holiness as a state. Among those who hold this teaching there are two groups: One group believes this instant change takes place at the time of conversion.   

The other group, believes that this takes place after conversion, and usually as a crisis-experience. This experience is called the “Second Baptism” and it is taught that this is the time with the Christian is baptised with the Holy Spirit, the root of sin is extracted from his life, and the presence of sin totally eradicated.  The evidence of this work of the Spirit is said to be the reception and exercise of the gifts of the Spirit, especially the gift of tongues.

This view is not supported by the Word of God. Awhile ago we read 2 Corinthians 3:18 - “But we all, with open face beholding as in glass the glory of the Lord, are changed into the same image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord.”  It is important to note that the words “are changed” used here convey a present gradual and continuous idea. It cannot be referring to a sudden and complete change.

So let us understand that the work of changing us into the image of Christ does not take place all at one time, but is an ongoing process, that begins at conversion which is the time when the Holy Spirit begins to indwell a believer, and ends in Heaven. We can never attain perfect Christlikeness until we leave this world.

In contrast to this, there have been some who teach that Christians can reach a state of sinless perfection in this life by his own efforts, so that he never sins anymore after that. They appeal to the fact that the Bible in several places, commands believers to be perfect, for example, v.28 – Paul said that we labours to “present every man perfect in Christ.” So they say, “Therefore it must be possible for us to become perfect – without any sin at all!” 

Some prominent men in the 18th century like John Wesley, the founder of the Methodist movement, and Charles Finney, the revivalist, espoused this teaching and it became known as the teaching of the “Holiness movement” and gained a large following.

But there are several reasons why this teaching is incorrect. Firstly, the Bible teaches us that sinless perfection is the ultimate goal we are to strive for. But that does not necessarily mean that we will reach the state of perfection in this life. Paul himself said in Philippians 3:12 – “Not as though I had already attained, either were already perfect: but I follow after, if that I may apprehend that for which also I am apprehended of Christ Jesus.”

Secondly, the word “Perfect” does not always mean ‘completely without any sin’.  There were many men in the Bible like Noah (Gen 7:9), Job (Job 1:1) and Asa (2 Chron 15:17) were called ‘perfect’ but they were not sinless. Their sins are recorded in the Scriptures. 

Thirdly, 1 John 1:8 makes it impossible for any Christian to say that he has attained a state of Christlike, sinless perfection, as the verse reads: “If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.”

Therefore the teaching that it is possible for Christians to reach a state of perfect sinlessness or perfect Christlikeness in this life, is not biblical. Moreover those who teach this ‘Holiness’ doctrine tend to minimize both the description of sin and the standard of moral living required from us by God.  We can see this by comparing the definitions of sin given by Wesley and the Westminster standards:

John Wesley defined sin as “...the voluntary transgression of a known law.” Hence by this definition, if the law that is transgressed is unknown to the one who did it, it is not a sin. If he did not do it voluntarily, he has not sinned. 

You will also notice that this definition does not include sins of omission. It only deals with transgression which means breaking the law. Now we look at the definition of sin supplied by the Westminster Shorter Catechism. Sin is: “...any want of conformity unto, or transgression of the Law of God.” You can see how much broader this definition of sin is. 

Following this definition, it would be quite impossible for anyone, even the best Christian in the world, to ever say, “I have finally reached the state of sinlessness.” Dearly beloved, the truth of God’s word is that God’s standard is very high, and that we can never become perfectly like Christ in His state of sinlessness, in this life, because we keep on having to struggle with the remaining root of sin that continues to stay with us till we die. It is only when we leave this world and reach heaven that we will finally become like Christ - without any sin at all and never ever falling into sin anymore.

But though we may never attain this state while we live here on earth, we should still strive to come as close as we can to it. Although we may never become sinless, we should be sinning less and less. The final question that needs to be answered concerning Christlikeness is:

V. Who is Responsible for the Work of Making us Like Jesus Christ?
Is it wholly God’s responsibility, or wholly our responsibility? The answer is that the responsibility of making us Christlike is neither entirely God’s alone nor entirely ours alone.  Both are fully involved in it. On one hand I Thessalonians 5:23,24 – “And the very God of peace sanctify you wholly; and I pray God your whole spirit and soul and body be preserved blameless unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. Faithful is he that calleth you, who also will do it.” These verses express confidence that God will accomplish the work. Therefore it is God’s responsibility. There have been some in church history who have stopped there and taught that the entire onus of making us like Christ lies on God.  They claim that the Holy Spirit works directly upon the unconscious rather than through the conscious processes on man’s mind. So we do not have to do anything at all!

But this teaching is not accurate because it does not take the whole Bible into consideration. There are verses that clearly place the responsibility on us, such as Colossians 3:5 – “Mortify therefore your members that are upon the earth….” And 3:12 – “Put on therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, …” Therefore we do have to make a conscious effort to grow in into Christlikeness. It does not come automatically. And as we do this, God will help us and work in us. A good passage of Scripture which shows the role of both God and ourselves is Philippians 2:12,13 – “Wherefore, my beloved, as ye have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling. [Our responsibility] For it is God which worketh in you both to will and to do of his good pleasure. [God’s responsibility]”
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Colossians - “Christ in You the Hope of Glory”

Lesson Four - Christ in the Fellowship, The Bond of Love
To prepare for our Fourth Lesson on Colossians, please read Colossians 3:12-17 
and answer the following:

1. What words in the text helps us to know that this passage is meant to be applied in a group or gathering of believers?

What present-day groups or gatherings of believers are there?



How would this passage speak to those who say, “I have no time for fellowship with other believers”? 

2. How should we regard the fellowship of believers in the light of the following terms that are used to describe the fellowship in v.12?

a. “The Elect of God”


b. “Holy”


c. “Beloved”


3. List the five virtues of v.12 that should be ‘put on’ within the fellowship of believers, 
and suggest reasons why each of them is needed in the fellowship:

4. How many commandments with the words  “one another” are there is this whole passage? 
Do you know of any other  “one another” commandments in the Bible? 
How does this help us to answer those who say, “My religion is a personal matter”?



5. What is the “bond of perfectness” (v.14, cf. 2:2,19b; Acts 2:44-47)?





6. What implications are there from the description of believers as a ‘body’? (cf. Eph 4:16) 



7. What goal should believers have with regard to the Word of Christ? (cf. 1:9,28)

 In what ways can believers apply v.16?



Notes on Lesson Three

Right from the very beginning of the book of Colossians, the apostle Paul carefully lays the groundwork for an important teaching on the headship of Christ. In the first three verses of the book Christ is mentioned no less than 3 times. After Paul expressed his aspirations for the Colossians in vv,9-12, he makes a quick transition (‘the kingdom of His dear Son’) in v.13 to the subject of Christ. Then, in 1:17-18 he boldly declares the headship of Christ: – “And He is before all things, and by Him all things consist. And He is the head of the body, the church: who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead; that in all things He might have the preeminence.” 

And then he goes on to describe his own ministry as one of “teaching every man in all wisdom that we may present every man perfect in Christ Jesus.” (1:28) Then in chapter 2, verses 1-7 the apostle Paul expressed his desire that the Colossian Christians would find in Christ “all the treasures or wisdom and knowledge” and that they would also walk in Him and be “rooted and built up in Him.”
Looking at all of this we see that Paul had very skillfully emphasized the headship or centrality of Christ to the Colossians. In whatever sphere of life we can think of, Christ is always to be the very centre of it. He must be the center, the aim, the object of everything, whether it be of creation, of knowledge, of wisdom, of teaching and even of the whole of life itself. To Paul it is always Christ, Christ, and Christ. 

And at the risk of becoming too repetitive, we too must keep on making the same emphasis again and again. Why? Because there is the danger that we might get tired of Christ and be distracted away from Him. 

You know, people by nature find it hard to be content and satisfied with one thing for very long. We are initially excited with something new, like a new house or a new car. But after some time we become so used to it, and so familiar with it that we no longer feel excited about it and in fact become quite tired of it. Then we go on to seek for something new again. This is one reason why some people keep on changing jobs, and don’t stay in one place for long. This is also the reason why some people keep on changing churches. 

I once met a visitor in church after a worship service and went to welcome him. I found out that he had attended about 70 other churches before! Each time he had joined a church only for a few weeks or months, and then he got tired of it and went on to find another church. And he said that he still had not found a church that fully satisfied him!

I trust that none of us here will do that. Remember that there is really no such thing here on earth as a perfect church, as long as churches are filled with imperfect people. Don’t leave and go on to some other church just because you get tired and bored with this one, even though it is not perfect. But although church-hopping is not a very good thing to do, it is a far more serious matter for anyone to do the same thing to Christ. 

If a person gets tired of Christ after some time and craves for something new, something better, something more than the Lord Jesus Christ, then he puts himself in the very precarious position of actually leaving everything that truly matters. Because unlike everything else, Christ is perfect. If we leave Christ for something else this implies that He is not perfect anymore. By the very act of moving on from Christ to another thing, whether it is some new teaching or new philosophy, we are indirectly claiming that Christ is not good enough for us, not sufficient for us and not perfect enough for us.

One of the main reasons why Paul wrote this epistle to the Colossians was that the church at Colossae was faced with new but false teachings, that were purported to be one step better than Christ. Let us look at v.8 – “Beware lest any man spoil you through philosophy and vain deceit, after the tradition of men, after the rudiments of the world, and not after Christ.” 
The apostle Paul had received some rather disturbing news about the presence of this false teaching, that was threatening the well-being of the church. This false teaching placed a lot of emphasis on the ceremonial laws of the Old Testament: on rituals, dietary laws and the observance of holy days. But what was worse than all that it distorted the biblical teaching of God with a new teaching called Gnosticism. 

Gnosticism eventually claimed that besides God and Christ, there are also various other supernatural powers (which are referred to as angels in Colossians) that were involved in the creation of the world and in the salvation of sinners. Christ is relegated to a relatively minor place in this false doctrine. He is not the unique only begotten Son of God anymore. And He is also not full deity, because He came into contact with matter, and according to this false teaching God cannot come into contact with matter at all. 

Many people were attracted to this false teaching because it was presented as a sort of learned and deep philosophy. There was an air of intellectual exclusiveness to this teaching. Those who held it claimed to be enlightened with deeper knowledge than the rest of the church, and that one could not be saved without this deeper knowledge. 

As we look around us today we see similar false teachings troubling Christianity – there are some that regard Christ as one out of many mediators between God and man. Other cult groups like the Jehovah’s Witnesses, Christian Science, and the Mormons, that play down the doctrine of Christ or totally deny His deity. 

We need to be careful when we come into contact with these groups, because they have been trained to present their teachings in a most convincing manner and to be very persistent in drawing people away from Christ! What caused these groups to become cults? In every instance, the cause is always the same: They did not hold on to the head – as 2:19 tells us: “And not holding the Head, from which all the body by joints and bands having nourishment ministered, and knit together, increaseth with the increase of God.”
If we want to avoid the error these cult groups, we must keep holding firmly to the Head of the Body and never leave Him. How do we do this? I would like to suggest two steps that you must take: Firstly, 

I. Master all that the Bible teaches us about the Head of the Body. Vv. 9-15

v.9 – “For in Him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily.”
A.  His Full Deity and Humanity (v. 9)

Notice the way this sentence is phrased: It is not “The fulness of the Godhead bodily dwelleth in Him.” But “in Him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily.” The placing the phrase “in Him” at the beginning of the sentence rather than at the end, Paul emphasizes the thought that in Christ and no one else, the fullness of deity dwells. The verb “dwelleth” means taking up permanent residence and the tense used is the present tense, which means a continuing dwelling, not a temporary one. The full thought then is that the fullness of deity permanently resides in Christ alone.

The word “Godhead” in this verse does not just mean having some divine qualities and attributes, but the very essence of God Himself. In contrast to this, the New Age movement is popularizing the idea that all men are gods in their own right. The Mormons also believe that every person can attain godhood. But the Scriptures refute all these as false teachings by showing us that there is only one person in whom the fullness of the Godhead can dwell bodily – no one else but Jesus Christ.

And Christ is not only fully God. He is also fully man. This is brought out by the word “bodily” in this verse. He is therefore the perfect God incarnate, or God in the flesh. Let us see what else we should know about Christ as we look at the next verse:

B. His Complete Adequacy for Us (vv.10-15)

“And ye are complete in him, which is the head of all principality and power:” This statement crowns Paul’s argument. Because Christ is fully God and fully man, believers in union with Him are complete in Him. In Christ, every spiritual need of ours is fully met. In Christ we have everything we need. 

He is adequate and sufficient for us. We do not need additional philosophies or rituals, or the help of angels or other beings beside Christ. As long as we hold to the Head of the Body, we have full access to the Source from which everything derives existence.

In the next 5 verses Paul gives more details about Christ’s sufficiency for us: Firstly, in union with Christ, we have true circumcision. We have found in Him the reality of what was symbolized by the rite of circumcision which is prescribed in the Law of Moses: “In whom also ye are circumcised with the circumcision made without hands, in putting off the body of the sins of the flesh by the circumcision of Christ: Buried with him in baptism, wherein also ye are risen with him through the faith of the operation of God, who hath raised him from the dead.”

Now this circumcision which we have in Christ is a spiritual one since it is made without hands, as v.11 tells us. It took place within us when we were born again. It is referred to in other passages of Scripture as the circumcision of the heart. Look at Deuteronomy 30:6 – “And the LORD thy God will circumcise thine heart, and the heart of thy seed, to love the LORD thy God with all thine heart, and with all thy soul, that thou mayest live.”
Paul further explains that Christian water baptism is the outward counterpart to the inward circumcision in our hearts. Baptism symbolizes our participation in the burial and resurrection of Christ. It is as if we ourselves have died and resurrected from death. And we now have new life in Christ because of this. 

One reason why the subject of circumcision and baptism is brought up in these verses is that the false teachers were insisting that in addition to being baptised, it was necessary for Christians to be circumcised. Paul refuted this claim by showing that Christians have a circumcision that is far better – one that is done inwardly and performed by Christ Himself, and that Baptism now stands as the outward sign of this inward grace. So this spiritual circumcision is the first thing we have from our union with Christ. (cf. those who teach baptismal regeneration)

The second thing that we have in our union with Christ is forgiveness of everything that once alienated us from God. vv. 13-14:“And you, being dead in your sins and the uncircumcision of your flesh, hath He quickened together with Him, having forgiven you all trespasses; Blotting out the handwriting of ordinances that was against us, which was contrary to us, and took it out of the way, nailing it to His cross;”

In v.14 the forgiveness we have in Christ is graphically portrayed as a written document that has been canceled out. This written document can be understood either as a list of all the charges that the Law has laid against us for our sins, or as a list of debts or an IOU. Whichever way we understand it, the thought is the same, in Christ, God has blotted out all charges against us or all the debts we owe to Him due to our sins, and these things no longer stand against us. And not only has He blotted them out, He has also taken the whole document out of the way permanently so that it can no longer be used as evidence against us. This then becomes the solid ground for our forgiveness. (No need to confess to the priest or do works of penance)

What else do we have in Christ? Let us look at v.15: “And having spoiled principalities and powers, He made a shew of them openly, triumphing over them in it.” This verse tells us that in Christ we now share in the glorious victory of Christ over the forces of evil. Christ is portrayed as a conquering general who has successfully defeated and captured the enemy and He is now leading a victory parade, exposing the enemy to public shame and disgrace. Do you know what this means for us? It means that we no longer need to fear Satan or any of the many evil spirits under Satan’s command (like many Charismatics do). They are completely defeated by Christ who has used the most formidable weapon of all to defeat them: The cross on which He died.

So dearly beloved, we have seen how complete we are if we are in union with Christ who is the head of the Body. Firstly we have been circumcised inwardly, and so we do not need any outward ritual circumcision. Secondly we have complete forgiveness of all our sins, so all the laws including those about dietary restrictions and the keeping of holy days can no longer stand against us. Our sins are blotted our and completely removed. And thirdly, we benefit from the complete victory of Christ over Satan and every evil force. To sum it all up, we have everything perfectly supplied to us, we have everything that we need, because we are connected to the Head, who is Jesus Christ. Now we proceed to see the next section of our passage:

II. Beware of any thing that can move us away from the Head of the Body. (vv.16-22)

The first thing that can move us away from Christ is legalism. Look at vv.16-17b “Let no man therefore judge you in meat, or in drink, or in respect of an holyday, or of the new moon, or of the sabbath days: Which are a shadow of things to come; but the body is of Christ.”
The false teachers were legalists who laid down very rigid restrictions from the Old Testament with regard to eating and drinking, and with regard to observance of the religious calendar. They used these as a measure of the spirituality of believers. Those who did not observe their regulations were judged by them to be unspiritual lawbreakers. But the apostle Paul argued on the basis of what Christ did on the cross, that the Colossian Christians should not let anyone judge their standing before God on the basis of their observance or non-observance of the ceremonial laws. 

The holy days, new moons and sabbath days mentioned in v.16 all refer to the various religious days that were observed in the Jewish calendar, like the Passover, Pentecost and the Feast of Tabernacles. These were also prescribed in the Old Testament as part of the ceremonial laws. Once again believers are free to observe or not to observe any of these holy days, but they should never be used as a yardstick to judge whether a person is spiritual or not. There are some who believe that Christians should not celebrate Christmas and Easter and they criticize us for celebrating them and make it an issue to determine piety.

But we should never use things like these as a test or yardstick to judge the spirituality of believers. They were only shadows or pre-views of a coming reality, and that reality has already come – in Christ. Now that Christ has come, it is useless to keep on stressing laws that have expired in usefulness. 

In the next 2 verses Paul warns us against a different kind of error: The error of worshipping angels. Vv.18,19: “Let no man beguile you of your reward in a voluntary humility and worshipping of angels, intruding into those things which he hath not seen, vainly puffed up by his fleshly mind, And not holding the Head, from which all the body by joints and bands having nourishment ministered, and knit together, increaseth with the increase of God.”
The false teachers in Colossae were saying things to the believers like: “You can’t be a true believer if you don’t put on sack-cloth and ashes and fast at least once a week like we do, and pray five times a day like we do.” And they were probably claiming to be more humble than the rest of the believers by saying to them, “You are being much too bold and proud in thinking that you can come directly to God’s presence. Look at us. We don’t even dare to approach God. We only dare to approach the lesser divine beings under Him – the angels. We are therefore more humble than you.”
The Apostle Paul exposes this false humility as really being pride in disguise. He says that the one who makes such a claim is really puffed up by his fleshly mind. He has a big inflated ego. And while he claims to be more spiritual than others, his conceited boasting shows that he is really much less spiritual than others! In v.19 Paul says that such a person has lost vital contact with Christ and wandered away into profound error. 

The Roman Catholic Church has also wandered away into error in a similar way. They place much emphasis on the sacraments, penance and other works of self-abasement like making pilgrimages on foot to certain shrines. Many Catholics today would rather seek the help of lesser beings rather than God Himself. They seek the intercession of Mary and of angels like Saint Jude, Saint Christopher, or Saint Joseph. Through centuries of accumulated traditions and papal decrees the Roman Catholic Church has made Christ obscure and moved away from their Head, to other things.

And let us be careful that we do not fall into the same error. And besides the errors of legalism and the worship of angels there is one more error that we must be warned against. The next 3 verses tell us about it: “Wherefore if ye be dead with Christ from the rudiments of the world, why, as though living in the world, are ye subject to ordinances, (Touch not; taste not; handle not; Which all are to perish with the using; after the commandments and doctrines of men?”
These verses describe the error of asceticism – the imposition of man-made rules as a means of gaining favour with God. For ascetics, the body is a thing to be buffeted and punished, a thing to be treated like an enemy. Ascetics see the body as evil and conclude that the way to holiness is to deny all the body’s desires, refuse its appetites and cut its needs down to a minimum. The world tends to equate holiness with an ascetic lifestyle. Ask anyone what they think a holy person is and he would probably describe a monk or a nun who has given up all worldly comforts and pleasures, refused marriage, and who eats nothing but vegetarian food. 

This idea of holiness as binding oneself by a vow of self-imposed denial of all legitimate comforts does not come from the Lord. It actually comes from the world. 

According to v.23 they “have indeed a shew of wisdom in will worship, and humility, and neglecting of the body;” but they do not have any value at all to restrain the desires of the flesh. All they do is to suppress the desires from having outward expression for a while with man-made regulations. 

About 10 years ago there was a person in Singapore called Quek Puay Chiang who published a book in which he claimed to receive visions from God. He was told that it was unspiritual to eat things like moon-cake, ang ku kueh and yau-char kwai. 

Do you know what would happen if all these rules are pursued to their logical conclusion? One would arrive at the notion that if we want to avoid spiritual contamination, we must avoid everything: Don’t touch anything, don’t taste anything, don’t even handle anything! But why should we occupy ourselves so much with all these rules? Paul says that the irony of it all is that these are things that will eventually perish with use. The rules only serve to get us extremely concerned with things that are temporary, in things that have no eternal value at all. And Christ has in fact declared all food to be clean. In Mark 7:19, He said, “whatsoever thing from without entereth into the man, it cannot defile him; Because it entereth not into his heart, but into the belly. . . .”
The important lesson that we want to learn is this: Let us be careful not to be led away from Christ by some suggestion that there is something more, or something better than Him for us to move on to. We need to be thoroughly convinced that Christ and His Word is all that we need for doctrine and for life. There is nothing besides Christ to proceed to. In our Christian life we begin with Christ, we continue with Him and we end with Him.

Let us never ever get tired of Christ and seek for something better. Instead of leaving Christ we need to bind ourselves more tightly to Him, and build up a deep relationship with Him. Let us always keep Jesus Christ at the center of our life and our thoughts, and also at the center of all our activities in the church. And may we say with one hymn-writer who wrote: “My hope is built on nothing less than Jesus’ blood and righteousness, I dare not trust the sweetest frame but wholly lean on Jesus’ name. On Christ the solid Rock I stand, all other ground is sinking sand.”
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Colossians - “Christ in You the Hope of Glory”

Lesson Five - Christ in Everything We Do
To prepare for our Fifth Lesson on Colossians, please read Colossians 3:17-4:1 
and answer the following:

1. What does it mean in practical terms to “to do all in the name of the Lord Jesus” (v.17) ?

Cf. 1 Corinthians 10:31



What is the difference between “doing all things in the name of the Lord Jesus” (v.17) and “doing all things heartily as to the Lord” (v.23)? 

What attitude should we have to everything that we do? 
(cf. 1 Chronicles 22:1-5; 1 Corinthians 3:13,14)

Compare these two injunctions (vv.17 and 23) with Colossians 1:16.


2. In the light of this, how should we now see every fact, work and accomplishment in life? 
(cf. Revelation 22:13; John 1:1,3; 14:6; Acts 17:28)

How has the world displaced Christ from His rightful place?


What level of commitment to Christ should we consider as being normal for Christians? 
(cf. Philippians 3:13,14)?

In what areas of our life do we often forget to include Christ? (cf. vv.18-22)


3. How is Christ involved in the injunctions given to:

a. Wives (v.18)?


b. Husbands (v.19, cf. Ephesians 5:25)?


c. Children (v.20)? 


d. Fathers (v.21)? 


e. Servants (v.22)? 


f. Masters (4:1)?


4. Application: What are some worthy Christ-centred goals that you can make in the various aspects of your life (e.g. at work, at home, or at school)?



Notes on Lesson Four

What is it that enables believers to love and care for one another in a church or fellowship group? What is it that unites them together into a closely knit group? 

I know many churches that do not have good fellowship: there are people who have been together in the same church for a long time, and yet hardly know each other. And usually the bigger the church grows, the harder it gets to have a warm, close-knit fellowship. Now if the Lord should tarry and bless you with growth over the next few years, this may become a problem for you. And if this situation is allowed to continue for too long, some will begin to perceive the church as being rather cold and impersonal. When that happens some may begin to drop out of the church and seek another group. 

Some churches solve this problem by subdividing into smaller groups – cell groups, fellowship groups or NBCs – so that members can still enjoy having close fellowship with at least a few others in the same fellowship group. This has actually proven to be quite effective for us in Life Church, but there are several limitations in it. 

Firstly, not all will be keen to join one of the smaller groups within the church. It means making the commitment to come for an extra meeting, beside the worship service on Sundays. We Singaporeans have come to a stage in our history when life has become quite hectic for most people especially those who are professionals. The demands of work have increased tremendously. Furthermore, some of us are married and have children to take care of. All this makes it doubly hard for many of us to involve ourselves in a weekly cell group or Bible study.

Now there are other ways that can help to promote closer fellowship in the church. One that can be done is to have a fellowship lunch or tea after the service (just as you done) after the message. Another thing that is often done by churches to promote closer fellowship is to organise some activities outside the church. Special activities can be organised on public holidays: like picnics, retreats, church camps, barbecues, trips, etc. 

Now, while all of these ways and methods are useful and can definitely help to make us into a closely-knit fellowship, they all will not work if one very basic condition is not in place. And this basic condition is a common willingness of all members to cultivate this closely-knit fellowship among themselves. 

There must be a general consensus, a commitment and a common interest in all members of the group to build up strong bonds with one another. It has to become a felt need for them. If this is lacking, then all efforts to promote closer fellowship in the group will avail very little. The leaders may make all the best programmes to promote closer fellowship in church but will find little support from members. But how do we develop such willingness to become a closely knit church? 

There is a way for us to do this – and it is: to develop the firm scriptural conviction that we must be closely knit together. I believe that if each of us becomes convinced that the Lord wants us to put in more effort to build up our bonds with each other, then we would respond well to any plans and programmes to promote closer fellowship. And so I propose that we now look into the book of Colossians once again, and find out what a church should be. And as we do so, let us ask ourselves if we are all that the Word of God says that we should be. The first thing we shall consider is:

I. Our Church as The Elect of God

It is imperative for you to regard your church as being very specially cherished by God and therefore, it should be cherished by you. We see this as we turn our Bibles now to our text in Colossians 3:12-17. “Put on therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, bowels of mercies, kindness, humbleness of mind, meekness, longsuffering;” In v.12 we notice that believers are described with three terms: the first is the term: “elect of God” – this means that we are specially chosen and given the special privilege of being a part of the church. 

The second term used to describe us is the word, “holy” – in this context it means “set apart to God or by God.” And the third term is “beloved” – this term denotes the special favour that God has shown to us. 

a. The Honour of being part of the church

When all these three terms are put together they have the impact of emphasising how great and wonderful it is for us to be part of the church of God. It is no small thing. It is actually a great privilege and honour, and therefore we must now live within this family of elect people in a manner befitting that honour (recall “walk worthy of the Lord” in 1:10). And what is this manner of life? Verse 12 tells us that life among God’s elect must be characterised by compassion (the meaning of“bowels of mercies”), by kindness, by humbleness of mind, by meekness and by longsuffering. 

b. The Responsibilities of being in the Church

We notice that all of these five virtues have something to do with the way we relate to one another. They tell us about the responsibilities we now have as a result of being incorporated into the body of Christ. Firstly, we should always be compassionate toward each other especially when there are brethren who are suffering or distressed, and bearing burdens that are too heavy to bear alone. In Galatians 6:2 we are told to bear one another’s burdens. But sometimes excuses are found for not doing this. Someone might say, "I do not want to help because I have enough burdens of my own to bear"  Someone else might say, “I do not want to help because I would rather not be nosy to pry or meddle in the affairs of others.” 

Have we sometimes used the same excuses too, when a brother in Christ we know is facing problems in life? If we allow excuses like these to keep us from helping to bear one another’s burdens then we are not showing Christian love. Instead of love, we would be showing a self-centred, conceited attitude, thinking ourselves to be more important than we really are. And perhaps also thinking that our own burdens are much heavier than the burdens of others, and we need to be helped rather than to help.

This is where we can learn from the example of the apostle Paul. When he wrote these words to the Colossians, he was actually in a Roman prison. 

He was greatly in need of compassion from others, and yet he wrote the “prison epistles” which are Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians and Philemon. These epistles contain some of the strongest words of encouragement that came from the pen of Paul. And so learn to be like Paul. Look around you. There may be people who may be feeling down or miserable within even though if you asked them, “Hi, how are you?” you would get the polite but superficial reply, “I’m fine, how about you?” People will only open up about their real feelings after conversation has gone for some length, and we must be willing to take time to talk with them.

Continuing in v.12, we see that besides being compassionate we should also be kind to one another. A thoughtful act of kindness can go a long way to develop closer fellowship. It may be remembering a person’s birthday, or keeping in touch with someone who has gone overseas for work or study. Some of us are not able to be kind to others because of the fear of going through another unpleasant experience of being misunderstood or deeply hurt by people. Then you may feel tempted to withdraw from others and not be so kind to anyone again. You wish to keep a distance from others. But if you do this, how can you obey this commandment to put on bowels of mercies, and kindness? Therefore, to be kind, you must overcome such fears. 

There may be a risk involved whenever you are kind to others: the risk that someone will let you down, or take advantage of your kindness. Whenever you show love, you are bound to make yourself vulnerable to being hurt either by someone who coldly refuses to receive your love, or worse still by someone who abuses your love. But please remember that this will not happen very often. The majority of Christians will not let you down if you take the initiative to reach out to them with love and kindness. 

The next virtue we need is humility of mind. A humble person always puts others before himself. (Philippians 2:3 – “but in lowliness of mind let each esteem other better than themselves.”) He is also a person who is willing to trust others. Pride often prevents individuals from trusting other people. A proud person would rather trust in himself. We must therefore be willing to trust one another. A close-knit fellowship is built on trust. When we trust one another, we can share our feelings and opinions with one another without any fear that we would be judged or taken advantage of. 

We can be transparent and open, and not feel like we have to put on a front all the time. If we are not able to trust one another with our love, then something must be terribly wrong with us. All of us who are truly in Christ should be able to trust one another and have no fear at all that we will be hurt or betrayed. So let us develop this humble virtue of openness and trust in our interaction. It can go a long way to build a stronger and closer bonds among members of the church.

And besides that we must be meek or gentle. You see, in any fellowship group there are bound to be differences. God did not make us all exactly alike. Each person has his or her own unique personality. Some tend to be rather strong and aggressive. Others tend to be quiet and uninterested. And yet others tend to be highly-strung and very easily agitated. This variety of personalities makes the fellowship interesting but it can also present problems in fellowship. People may find it hard to get along together. 

But meekness is the virtue that can help us to get along well with every kind of person. Learn how to be gentle and accommodating with others. And also learn to be longsuffering or patient with others. Put up with one another’s idiosyncrasies. Remember that we all have our own personal faults and failings. Sometimes we disappoint and even disagree with one another. And this may cause some friction in the fellowship. Nothing disrupts fellowship more than a quarrel between members. But how do we prevent quarrels from disrupting the fellowship?

The answer is found in the next verse: by “Forbearing one another and forgiving one another” You cannot have a closely knit fellowship if you fail to forbear and forgive. And in v.13 we see that we can forgive when we are reminded of the fact that Christ has forgiven us for much greater faults and failings than what others have done to us. Here I would like you to notice the words “one another” used twice in this verse, and used also in v.16 (“admonishing one another”). While preparing for this message I did a little study of all the commandments in the new Testament that have this phrase “one another”. And I found that it is found altogether 44 times and used in 23 different ways (look at the list in your notes)

1. Admonish one another. (Rom 15:14; Col 3:16)

2. Be kindly affectioned one to another (Rom 12:10)

3. Be likeminded one toward another (Rom 12:16; 15:5)

4. Be ye kind one to another (Eph 4:32)

5. Comfort one another (1 Thess 4:18)

6. Confess your faults one to another (James 5:16)

7. Consider one another to provoke unto love and to good works (Hebrews 10:24)

8. Edify one another (Rom 14:19; 1 Thess 5:11)

9. Exhort one another daily (Heb 3:13; 10:25)

10. Forbearing one another, (Col 3:13; Eph 4:2)

11. Forgiving one another, (Eph 4:32; Col 3:13)

12. Have peace one with another (Mark 9:50)

13. Have the same care one for another (1 Cor 12:25)

14. Having compassion one of another (1 Pet 3:8)

15. Love one another (Jn 13:34;15:12,17; Rom 13:8; 1 Thes 3:12, 4:9; 1 Pet 1:22; 1 John 3:11, 23; 4:7,11; 2 John 1:5)

16. Minister the [gift] one to another (1 Pet 4:10)

17. Pray one for another (James 5:16)

18. Preferring one another. (Rom 12:10)

19. Receive ye one another (Rom 15:17)

20. Salute (greet) one another (Rom 16:16; 1 Cor 16:20, 2 Cor 13:12; 1 Pet 5:14

21. Serve one another (Galatians 5:13)

22. Submitting yourselves one to another” (Ephesians 5:12; 1 Pet 5:5)

23. Use hospitality one to another (1 Pet 4:9)

Now the point I want to make here is this: We can’t possibly keep these commandments by being alone. They are all meant to be observed in the context of life within the body of Christ. We can’t possibly observe them if we are not regularly interacting with other Christians in a church. And this means that we should seek to develop closer bonds with each other within our church. For only then we would be able to apply all these “one another” commandments.

c. The Bond that unites the whole Church

The next verse tells us more about the bond that we should develop: v.14 “And above all things put on charity, which is the bond of perfectness.” The word “charity” here is the well-known word, agape, which means love. Here it is described as the “bond of perfectness.” This means that love is the connective tissue or the glue that binds us together in the fellowship in perfect harmony. The same idea is expressed in 2:2 where he mentions his desire that the hearts of believers may be comforted, “being knit together in love.” Love is once again the element that knits believers together, and this term implies a close, binding relationship – it is also found in 2:19.

As I was meditating upon this message and asking myself in what way does love actually bind or knit us together? I found an analogy from nature: 

If you were to go into a forest and look at the trees, you would get the impression that each tree is an individual, separate entity. But what you can’t see is that beneath the ground, the trees are actually connected together through their intertwined roots. And trees can actually convey water and nutrients to one another through their roots! This is made possible by the Lord’s wonderful provision of a unique fungus, called mycorrhiza. This special fungus grows on the roots of trees, and forms a network which links the roots of one tree with the roots of others. These links become little channels through which nutrients and water may pass from one tree to another. A whole forest of trees in therefore linked together like a community. If one tree has access to water and another tree has access to nutrients, and a third tree has access to sunlight, the trees can actually share these things with one another.

Love is just like that wonderful fungus, linking us by an invisible bond, as a closely-knit family. Through the bond of love, we share the blessings God has given to each of us. If someone is in need, that bond of love will supply to his need. If someone has abundance, that bond of love will bring the benefits to all the rest. In this mutual process of sharing through the bond of love, we can all bear one another’s burdens, and strengthen one another. All of this is nothing less than God’s plan and design for us, and it is really quite marvelous.

The early church in Jerusalem had such a fellowship. Let us turn our Bibles to Acts 2:44-47 and read, “And all that believed were together, and had all things common; And sold their possessions and goods, and parted them to all men, as every man had need. And they, continuing daily with one accord in the temple, and breaking bread from house to house, did eat their meat with gladness and singleness of heart, Praising God, and having favour with all the people.” 

This is real life as a body of Christ! A closely-knit fellowship of believers who shared not only their time of worship together, but even their time outside of worship – going to members’ homes and enjoying meals and activities together. Can we seek to emulate this kind of family life in our church? 

II. Our Church as the Body of Christ

Now God’s Word tells us that we are not just the elect of God but a body as well – the body of Christ. 

We can see this in v.15 – “And let the peace of God rule in your hearts, to the which also ye are called in one body….”  Now, this is not just a body in appearance, but a body in function as well. In order to function as one body, the members must be closely knit. To see this, let us turn to Ephesians 4:16. Here we are told that the whole body is fitly joined together and compacted by that which every joint supplieth, according to the effectual working in the measure of every part [each member], making increase of the body unto the edifying of itself in love. 

a. Reasons for being closely knit within the Body

From this verse, we can derive two important reasons why we should be closely knit in one body. Firstly, God has designed the body to provide the conducive environment that a believer needs for his nurture and normal development. (implied in the words ‘edifying of itself in love’) Our church should be the kind of environment within which new Christians can mature spiritually and grow in all aspects of the Christian life – in worship, in instruction, in fellowship and in evangelism.

And the second reason for being closely knit together in one body is that God has designed the body to provide the conducive environment for a believer to contribute his or her part in carrying out the tasks that the body is to perform. And one of the tasks that the we need to perform as a body is given in v.16 – “Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom” The word “you” here is plural, and this means that the whole body is to make itself a dwelling or a conservatory of God’s Word. To let the word of Christ dwell in us means to let it become like a rich treasure stored up in our midst. 

Our church should ultimately become a treasury of God’s Word. We have the task of building up the biblical knowledge of each and every member in our fellowship so that we will collectively have a rich treasury of God’s Word. The same goal is defined by Paul in two other verses in Colossians: 1:9 – “For this cause we also, since the day we heard it, do not cease to pray for you, and to desire that ye might be filled with the knowledge of his will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding;” and also in 1:28 – “Whom we preach, warning every man, and teaching every man in all wisdom; that we may present every man perfect in Christ Jesus:”

b. The Role of each member in the Body

This is one important task that our church must perform, but how is it to be accomplished? We can to invite good speakers to come and expound the scriptures to us at our services. We can also implement a Bible reading programme for all our members. These are some things we can do to inculcate a rich knowledge of God’s Word. But we can also do more than that. 

According to Colossians 3:16 everyone can and should play a part in accomplishing this task – “teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord.” Now this verse does not necessarily mean that whenever we teach or talk to one another we must do it very musically! The phrase “in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs” may be taken to mean, “accompanied with psalms and hymns and spiritual songs.” This means that teaching and admonishing one another may be accompanied with singing to the Lord. This is very much like what goes on in our church services or a fellowship meeting where we have both singing and the study of God’s word. 

And in most church prayer meetings, informal meetings, camps or retreats, there is usually a part for anyone to share a testimony, thanksgiving or lesson learnt from the Lord. This is a golden opportunity for you to share what we have learnt from God’s Word, and to admonish the rest to do the Lord’s will. The knowledge of God’s Word is not the monopoly of a privileged few. All of us who are in Christ are on the road of learning and we should help one another to learn God’s Word. This is what Col 3:16 says – “teaching and admonishing one another…”
V. The Challenge we face

All that we have seen from our study of God’s Word this evening shows how important it is for us to build a closely knit church. It is this kind of church that will provide the conducive environment for spiritual growth, for caring for the needs of members and for building up our collective knowledge of the Word of God. And this is what we must be willing to do if we regard our church as the elect of God and as the body of Christ, according to God’s Word.
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Colossians - “Christ in You the Hope of Glory”

Lesson Six - Christ for Everyone
To prepare for our Sixth Lesson on Colossians, please read Colossians 4:2-18
and answer the following:

1. What do the following verses teach us about the perspective we ought to have about the scope of Christ’s involvement (4:6; 1 Peter 3:15; Hebrews 2:9)?

What interest does Christ have in the lives of all men (cf. Ezekiel 33:11; Acts 17:30,31; Colossians 1:20; John 12:32)? 

What implications should this truth have on the way we do evangelism ?

Compare Mark 16:15 with Colossians 1:23.


2. List the ways in which we can bring Christ to every man, according to:

a. vv.2-4 :


What would you have expected Paul to ask the Colossians to pray for him?


b. vv.5-6 :


How does our conduct affect our witness before men? (cf Matthew 5:16)


What tone do the words “redeeming the time” give to this commandment?


What can you learn from v.6 about the way Christians ought to speak?


c. v.7-9 (cf. Acts 20:4):


What can you learn from Nymphas (v.15)?


What can you learn from Archippus (v.17)?


d. v.16 :


Identify the Bible writers mentioned in vv.10,14


What are the various means of disseminating God’s Word today?


Notes on Lesson Five

By now I think we have realized how greatly involved the Lord Christ must be in our lives. And so in this message we want to see how we should include Christ in everything we do. This is given twice in our passage of scripture, in v.17 – “And whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God and the Father by Him.” as well as in v.23 – “And whatsoever ye do, do it heartily, as to the Lord, and not unto men” 

These two verses show us how to involve Christ in everything we do. Firstly we should do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus. What does this mean? There have been different interpretations to this: Some believe that it means to do all things in recognition of the authority of the name of the Lord, just like we abide by our country’s laws all the time, in recognition of the authority of our government. A second interpretation of this verse is that it means to do all things as a representative of the Lord. Since we are ambassadors of Christ on earth, and are known as Christians, and Christ lives in us, all that we do should accurately represent Christ to the world. 

A third interpretation of “in the name of the Lord” is that it means to give glory and honour to the Lord’s name, by acknowledging that it is by His grace and strength alone that we can do all things. I think that this is probably the correct meaning of this verse, because of the accompanying words – “giving thanks to God and the Father by Him.” When we recognize that all we have done is by the Lord’s grace alone, thanksgiving for that grace becomes the natural thing to do. Besides that, this interpretation also harmonises with 1 Corinthians 10:31 which says “Whether therefore ye eat, or drink, or whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of God.” The chief end of man, according to the shorter Catechism, is to glorify God and to enjoy Him forever. 

So in practical terms, v.17 means that in whatever we do in word or deed, whether it is work, or play, traveling or eating or even sleeping, we should always be ready to acknowledge, either by prayer to God or by public testimony to men, that we do it all by the grace of God. With the apostle Paul we should say, “by the grace of God I am what I am.” If the Lord Jesus does not give us the strength to work, how would we earn our living? If the Lord Jesus does not permit us to have a good night’s rest, how would we be able to sleep? If the Lord Jesus does not keep us safe in our journey, how would we reach our destination? Since we can do all these things only by Him and through Him, let us always be ready to give glory to His name in everything we do. 

I know a friend who is now Christian doctor in Australia. When he was a high school student in Adelaide, scored the highest marks in the A level exams for all subjects and was the top student in the state. He was interviewed by the newspaper and the usual question for successful students was “How did you do it?” Now, many students would say, it was through discipline, hard work, or the encouragement of my parents and teachers, etc. But this student, Gabriel Lee by name said that it was the Lord who enabled him to get these grades. This was published in the Australian newspaper. Let us be ready to give all credit to God for everything we do!

Now we look at v.23 and we notice that the wording is different. It says: “do it heartily as to the Lord, and not unto men.” This time the emphasis is not on the ultimate cause of all our deeds (as in v.17) but the ultimate purpose or object. We do all things for the Lord, to please Him rather than to please men. This follows what v.22 says about servants obeying masters not to please men. Since God alone sees our hearts, we must be doing all things heartily or with all our heart, in order to please Him. So all our work is dedicated to honour and please the Lord who is our Master. This means that it must be of the best possible quality. 

When King Solomon built the temple of God, it was built with the best quality material – wood of cedar trees, gold, silver, brass and specially hewn stones. It was built with the best workmanship, with imported artisans and specialists to make all the intricate trimmings. And it took seven years to complete this magnificent structure, and then a huge dedication service was conducted to dedicate the house to the Lord, and a large platform was built in front of it for Solomon to address the people and pray his long dedicatory prayer. 

Abundant animal sacrifices were offered: a total of 22,000 oxen, 120,000 sheep! And the feast and celebration went on for two weeks. Why did he go through all that trouble to do so much? Because it was done for the Lord. His father, King David had told him: “the house that is to be builded for the LORD must be exceeding magnifical, of fame and of glory throughout all countries” 

Let us have the same attitude for everything we do – to put all our heart into it, to do it well, because we do it for the Lord, and not for men. Do all things as if the Lord is going to inspect the quality of your work, just as He will one day assess the quality of all our labour on earth. 1 Corinthians 3:13,14 tells us that “Every man's work shall be made manifest: for the day shall declare it, because it shall be revealed by fire; and the fire shall try every man's work of what sort it is. If any man's work abide which he hath built thereupon, he shall receive a reward.”
Coming back to our verse in Colossians 3:23, we see that the prospect of being rewarded by the Lord is found in the following verse: “Knowing that of the Lord ye shall receive the reward of the inheritance: for ye serve the Lord Christ.” Let this be our motivation to do all things in life, whether at work (as this verse is primarily given in the contexts of servants working for human masters), or at home (for housewives in doing chores at home, cooking, washing, ironing), at school (for students preparing for tests and exams) or at church (for those who are serving in the various ministries) – do all these things heartily, with the best effort, as to the Lord, knowing that He will assess the quality of your work and reward accordingly. 

Thus by studying vv.17 and 23, we have seen two aspects of including Christ in everything we do. Now when we put both together we see how they compliment one another – we do all things by the Lord and for the Lord! Doesn’t that ring a bell? Look at 1:16 – what does it say at the end? “All things are created by Him and for Him.” Thus the instructions given to us to involve Christ in everything we do is simply the practical outworking of what is true of Christ in 1:16!

By the way, all of the messages that we have had for the past three days, on Christ in the believer, in the church and fellowship group are also the practical outworking of what is stated of Christ in this great Christological section of Colossians. 

Let us read this whole section together from v.15-20 “Who is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of every creature: 16 For by Him were all things created, that are in heaven, and that are in earth, visible and invisible, whether they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers: all things were created by Him, and for Him:17 And He is before all things, and by Him all things consist. 18 And He is the head of the body, the church: who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead; that in all things He might have the preeminence. 19 For it pleased the Father that in Him should all fulness dwell; 20 And, having made peace through the blood of his cross, by Him to reconcile all things unto himself; by Him, I say, whether they be things in earth, or things in heaven.”
You may remember that in the first message we dealt with “Christ in you the hope of glory” and saw how Christlikeness restores the image of God in us. This is the outworking of v.15 – which says that Christ is the image of the invisible God, and by being in us He restores the image of God in us.

In the second message we talked about Christ in the Church, and this is the practical outworking of 1:18 which says that “He is the head of the body, the church.” 

In the third message, we talked about Christ in the Fellowship – that believers are closely knit together through Him and the love He gives them. Look at the second part of v.17 which says “by Him all things consist [hold together]”. And now we have just seen that v.16 is the practical outworking of the principle of including Christ in everything we do, since all things are brought into existence by Christ, and also for Christ. In tomorrow’s message we are going to consider the topic, “Christ for Everyone.” And that will be the practical outworking of v.20 – since Christ made peace through the blood of his cross to reconcile all things unto himself, including those who were His enemies.

Out of all this, we can safely conclude that every thing in life without any exception, derives its existence, its subsistence, its meaning, its purpose and its sustenance from Jesus Christ. Every fact, every work, and every accomplishment in life must also be seen in relation to Jesus Christ, who is the ultimate reference point for every thing. For after all, He is Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end, the first and the last. (Rev 22:13). 

He is the Word who was with God and was God. “All things were made by Him, and without Him was not any thing made that was made.” (John 1:1,3) He is “the Way, the Truth and the Life” (John 14:6). And “in Him we live and move and have our being.” (Acts 17:28).

And this is why dear friends, Christ just has to be so much a part of our lives. There is not a thought we can think without Him or a word we can speak without Him or a deed we can do without Him. There is not a day, or an hour or even a second of our lives that can go by without Him. His involvement in our lives must be total, it must be full and comprehensive. That is what it v.17 means when it tells us: “And whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God and the Father by Him.” 

And we need to do this all the more because the world we live in is so opposed to Christ. While we are trying to make Christ the center of all things that we do, the world is trying its best to displace, and even to remove Christ from every place where He ought to be. For instance, Christ is removed from Christmas and replaced with Santa Claus. Sometimes the word for Christmas is given as “Xmas” (which my father was particularly upset about – he said that this is “wrong-mas”). 

 The hymnwriter who wrote the beautiful hymn, “Over the Sunset  Mountains” was a Christian who loved the Lord, by the name of Peterson. When Peterson took his new hymn to the song publisher, the publisher who was supposed to be a Christian said, “We would like to use it, but we have one suggestion. Can you take out that reference to Jesus and enlarge a little more on heaven?” He was thinking of course that leaving Christ out of the lyrics would make it acceptable to the wider non-Christian market. But Peterson stood his ground and said, “Heaven without Jesus? Unthinkable!” He took back his manuscript and went to another publisher. 

Sometimes ironically, Christians are the ones who are most ashamed to Christ! Some do not want to be perceived by the world as fanatics. They may even say, “If everything in my life has to be centred that much on Christ alone, will that not make life rather monotonous and even boring? Will people not think that I am far too obsessed with Christ, with a one-track mind?” 

But if you were to look at what the apostles like Paul, John and Peter wrote in the Scriptures, you will realize that they were really all out for Jesus Christ, to the point of being despised as fanatics by their contemporaries. The apostle Paul boldly said in Philippians 3:13,14 – “this one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind, and reaching forth unto those things which are before, I press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus.” If you are ever afraid that you might be going too far, or overdoing your commitment to Christ, just read the Scriptures and learn from there what normal Christianity is all about – it is all about a completely Christ-centred life!

Dearly beloved, please realize that you can never have too much of Christ in your life. In fact all to often, the problem with us is that we do not have enough of Him. We do involve Him fully in our time in church, and in all our Christian activities. But when we go home to our families we forget that He is also to be involved in our home life. And when we step into our workplace we also forget that Christ should be a major part of our work life. 

This is perhaps the reason why just after v.17, the apostle Paul begins to give a whole series of instructions on these two large areas of our lives – our family and our work. And here we can see how he brings the Lord into each important relationship. First in v.18 Paul addresses the wives, saying, “Wives, submit yourselves unto your own husbands, as it is fit in the Lord.”  (The last part, “as it is fit in the Lord” means that it is right and good in the sight of the Lord Jesus Christ).

Then to the husbands he says, “love your wives, and be not bitter against them.”  You may be wondering where Christ is involved in this injunction. The answer is found by comparing this with the more detailed version of these same instructions that Paul wrote in the book of Ephesians (Remember that both epistles were written at about the same time). In Ephesians 5:25 Paul repeats the same command to husbands – “Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the church, and gave Himself for it;” Christ’s love for the church becomes the standard for the selfless love, that all husbands must follow. As the apostle Paul speaks to the children in Colossians 3:20, he brings Christ in again – “Children, obey your parents in all things: for this is well pleasing unto the Lord.” 

The primary motivation for obedience to parents is not to please one’s parents, but to please the Lord Jesus Christ! This has one important implication for us: that the Christ-centred life is not only for adult believers, but for children as well – They too must be taught to put Christ first before everything in their lives, even before their own parents! I remember reading an account of terrible persecution of Christians in a communist country, in which soldiers took the 10-year old son of a Christian and threatened to slaughter him in front of the father unless he would deny Christ. But he said to the father, “Father, if you deny Christ, you are no longer my father.” And so the father stood firm and had to watch in tears as his son was beaten to death in front of him, and as he died the son continued to shout to his father not to deny Christ!

The instruction to fathers in v.21 is given more fully in Ephesians 6:4 which says, “And, ye fathers, provoke not your children to wrath: but bring them up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord.” The nurture and admonition of the Lord means a Christ-centred upbringing, teaching the children to love the Lord Jesus Christ with all their hearts and to serve Him. Many of you here will probably have families in about 5-10 years time, if the Lord tarries. And it is important for you to remember this. Christ is not only the head of the church, but the head of your home. He is there watching how you handle your children, and so you must handle them carefully, giving the right amount of discipline and instruction. 

Unfortunately, the tendency for many busy Christian parents today is to neglect the spiritual nurture of their children and to leave it to the Sunday School or Vacation Bible school ministry. Please remember that it makes a difference who the child learns spiritual things from. Receiving the truths about God from one’s parents adds an element of familiarity to it that makes it more precious. I still remember what my father taught me about the Lord, about salvation and about prayer and I am doing the same for my own children.

Now we have seen how the Lord is included in the life of the wife, husband, child and parent. In v.22 the servants are told to obey their masters, and to carry out all the tasks given to them heartily, as to the Lord. Now this injunction given to servants applies to all Christians today who are employees. And if you are working for an employer, you are to work with all your heart, whether or not he treats you well. 

And even Christian employers are not exempted. They too must include Christ in their relationship with their employees, because 4:1 says – “Masters, give unto your servants that which is just and equal; knowing that ye also have a Master in heaven.” That master in heaven is of course, the Lord Jesus Christ (Matthew 23:1). If you have people working for you, you must treat them well – pay them on time, don’t overwork them and make them come back to work on the Lord’s day or on their off days. And most of all try your best to bring them to Christ if they are non-Christians.

And so we have seen that for everyone who belong to Christ, The Lord Jesus Christ must be involved in everything we do, and in all our relationships, at home and at work, and we may broaden the scope further to include our personal life, social life, and even in our recreational life. Christ must be the ultimate reference point for all that we do, and in every aspect of our lives. Our view of all things must be Christo-centric – a view that sees everything revolving around him. In our workshop later on, we will attempt to implement this Christo-centric approach to our own lives. I will ask you to go through each area of your life, and for each of them, you are to define for yourself a Christ-centred goal. For example, the goal you can set for your personal life is: To know Christ fully and to make Him known. This would mean giving priority to your daily Quiet time, personal Bible study, prayer and fellowship.

The goal that you can set for your home life is: to make your home as conducive as possible for Christ to exercise His divine lordship within your family. If you come from a Christian family, this would mean fulfilling your God-given role as a son or daughter, parent or spouse. If you come from a non-Christian family, this would mean living a good Christian testimony before your family, praying for their salvation and finding opportunities to bring them to Christ.

If you are a student, the goal you can set for your student life is to study well, not for the grades or diplomas, but to obtain all the skills and knowledge that will enable you to serve the Lord better for the rest of your life.

The goal that you can set for your working life is: to do your very best in your work with the help of Jesus Christ, so that you may eventually bring glory to Him through the honest hard work, diligent fulfillment of your responsibilities and a shining testimony to your colleagues. 

The goal that you can set for your social life is: to build good friendships through which you can communicate Christ to others by your word and life. The goal you can set for your recreational life is to enjoy edifying music and art that will make you appreciate Christ’s design of all things.

The Christ-centred goal that you can set for the management of your time, your possessions and financial resources is: to be a good steward of all things that Christ has given to you. This would mean spending your time and resources wisely, with minimum wastage. 

Now, setting all these goals is only the beginning. It will amount to nothing if you fail to carry them out. I would suggest that you make plans to review these goals regularly, perhaps even to share a copy with your pastor or Bible study leader or a close Christian friend who will pray for you and help you to follow up on them. May this help you to apply what you have learnt from God’s Word so that, “whatsoever ye do in word or deed, [you will] do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God and the Father by him.” and “And whatsoever ye do, [you will] do it heartily, as to the Lord, and not unto men”

Notes on Lesson Six

There is a danger that every church faces – that is to become so inward looking that its members forget that they should be looking outward as well. Some churches or fellowship groups that I have seen remain the same year after year, contented just to maintain the status quo. They love to come together, sing the same hymns, hear the same messages and talk with the same people week after week. 

Efforts to reach out beyond the four walls of the church are weak, and done just to satisfy their conscience that they have tried to do something about this. The only growth that can be seen in such a church is when members have children. This is not a good picture of a church. If it is not a growing and advancing movement, reaching out to new people and making efforts to enter into every door that the Lord opens, they will become a mere monument. 

There is a real danger that you may also become like that, if you had the wrong perspective of our Lord Jesus Christ. Christ is not just for the individual believer’s life, nor is He for the church alone. Christ is not only for the fellowship and for the Christian home alone. Christ is for Every Man. Let us look at some verses of Scripture to see this perspective – v.6 tells us “Let your speech be alway with grace, seasoned with salt, that ye may know how ye ought to answer every man.” 1 Peter 3:15 says – “But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts: and be ready always to give an answer to every man that asketh you a reason of the hope that is in you with meekness and fear:” Hebrews 2:9 – “But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels for the suffering of death, crowned with glory and honour; that he by the grace of God should taste death for every man.” 

Perhaps we may ask: In what sense is Christ for every man? There are some who teach that God has no concern or interest at all in anyone but the elect (we call them hypercalvinists). But the Scriptures show us that this is not true. While it is true that none but those whom God has elected to salvation are saved, God does not take delight in seeing any sinner die, and He desires the salvation of all men (Ezekiel 33:11). This can be seen in Acts 17:30,31 – “And the times of this ignorance God winked at; but now commandeth all men every where to repent: Because He hath appointed a day, in the which He will judge the world in righteousness by that man whom He hath ordained; whereof He hath given assurance unto all men, in that He hath raised him from the dead.” 

Thus in line with this teaching, we need to constantly emphasise the free offer of Christ to all men. Christ must be freely offered to all men. As far as we are concerned, God wants us to do everything we can to sow the seed of the gospel lovingly, widely and indiscriminately. We are not to worry ourselves about whether or not the people we reach are elected or not. That is entirely God’s realm alone, and really none of our concern. 

Our purpose as believers and as a church is to bring Christ to the whole world, to every tribe, tongue and nation, and to every man. This is the practical outworking of what Paul had mentioned in 1:20 – “And, having made peace through the blood of His cross, by him to reconcile all things unto Himself; by Him, I say, whether they be things in earth, or things in heaven.” 

It is for this reason that the Lord gave His disciples the great commission not just once, but five times – in each gospel and the book of Acts. The one in Mark reads “Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature.” (Mark 16:15). We can compare this with what Paul wrote in Colossians 1:23 which says, “If ye continue in the faith grounded and settled, and be not moved away from the hope of the gospel, which ye have heard, and which was preached to every creature which is under heaven;…” 

There is no doubt that we must obey this great commission and get the gospel of Christ out to every man, woman and child. We are to lift Christ up for the whole world to see, so that all the ends of the earth may look to Him and be saved (Isaiah 45:22). Jesus Himself said in John12:32 – “And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men unto Me.” 

But how are we to do this? What are the ways in which we can bring Christ to every man? From our passage in Colossians 4 we will see at least 5 ways: The first is through

I. Prayer

In vv.2-4 Paul instructs the Colossians to continue in prayer, and then he makes a specific prayer request – “Withal praying also for us, that God would open unto us a door of utterance, to speak the mystery of Christ, for which I am also in bonds: That I may make it manifest, as I ought to speak.” He wanted them to pray that God would provide an opportunity for him to preach the gospel, and that he would make it clear so that those who hear him would understand the message. 

It is interesting to observe that this is the only prayer request that Paul made in the whole epistle, and remember that he was in prison. And yet he did not ask for things we would have expected him to ask, like “Pray that I will be released from this prison, or Pray that the Lord will send people to visit me so that I will not feel so lonely.” These things were secondary to Paul. The cause of Christ was more important to him than even his own difficult circumstances!

In the same way, our prayers should also put the cause of Christ first before anything else. And like Paul we should also pray for the gospel to go forth. This is the way to begin to look outward – we should pray that the Lord would open opportunities for us to share the gospel with someone in our place of work or study. Once we pray that prayer, we should then be sensitive to God’s leading for the rest of the day to see the answer to our prayer. 

We should also pray that God would give us the ability to make the gospel clear. Sometimes we face difficulties in communicating the gospel because of language (e.g. speaking in Mandarin or dialect). Sometimes the difficulty is in different definitions of the terms we use. The people we talk to may understand terms like “grace” “faith” “sin” and “justification” in a different way from us. If you mention justification to a clerical staff, he will probably think of flushed left and right margins in the typewritten text! Hence we need God’s wisdom to know how to share the gospel with each individual, because each person may need a different approach depending on his or her background. Now besides prayer, another thing we need to do to bring Christ to every man is to:

II. Walk in Wisdom Toward Them that are Without

vv.5,6 says “Walk in wisdom toward them that are without, redeeming the time. Let your speech be alway with grace, seasoned with salt, that ye may know how ye ought to answer every man.” To walk in wisdom means to “live wisely and carefully” All our attempts to share the gospel of Christ with others would be useless if we are not careful in our conduct before them. People would say, “What you do speaks more loudly than what you say.” There should be nothing sinful or scandalous in our behaviour, as that will hinder our witness for Christ. We should rather “Let [our] light so shine before men, that they may see [our] good works, and glorify [our] Father which is in heaven.” (Matthew 5:16). 

The phrase “redeeming the time” in v.5 implies that we must have a sense of urgency in reaching out to people, and make the most of every opportunity that we have to bring them to Christ. And this must be especially so for us now, as we see more signs heralding our Lord’s soon return. Who knows how soon the Lord will return? Let us work while there is still time left for us to work.

V.6 continues on the theme of walking in wisdom, by telling us how we should speak to others – “with grace, seasoned with salt” Grace here means to speak kindly and pleasantly, rather than in an aggressive and argumentative manner. The use of the term salt refers to the fact that it was once used to purify and preserve food. Thus what we speak should be clean and wholesome, leaving a good taste, so to speak in the mouth of the hearer.

The verse also tells us to “know how we ought to answer every man.” From what we know of the early church, there was a tremendous emphasis on giving a proper and accurate answer about the faith. Every Christian should know the Bible well enough to give a clear answer concerning what they believed. One of the most common excuses that Christians give for not witnessing is that they do not know how to do it, or that they are afraid to face a situation they do not know how to handle. If your church or other church has evangelism training sessions that teach you how to witness with different methods in different situations and how to handle the questions asked, please make sure that you join it. 

The rest of chapter 4 in Colossians are the concluding remarks of Paul to the church, where he writes about some personal arrangements he had made for them and conveys greetings to them and to certain people in their midst. But from this, we can draw two more steps that can help in bringing Christ to every man: The first is through

III. Faithful Messengers

One thing that can greatly facilitate the propagation of the gospel is the use of faithful messengers who are willing to go forth and bring the message of Christ to the world. This is why Christ exhorts us to pray that the Lord of the harvest will send forth more labourers into His harvest. 

In v.7 we can find a good example of one such messenger: Tychicus. He is described here as “a beloved brother and a faithful minister and fellowservant of the Lord.” What we know of Tychicus is that he came from the province of Asia, and accompanied Paul in part of his third missionary journey (Acts 20:4). He became the bearer of the epistle to the Colossians, and so Paul stated the purpose of his visit in v.8. Thus Tychicus came to them as Paul’s representative. He was to inform them about what was happening to Paul, collect information to bring back to Paul and also to comfort (or encourage) their hearts – which we can presume to mean that he would minister the Word of God to them.

v.9 mentions someone by the name of Onesimus who accompanied Tychicus. The full story of this person is found in the book of Philemon. He was a slave who worked for Philemon, one of the Colossian church leaders. Onesimus was not a Christian at first and ran away from his master, stealing some items from him in the process. Somehow, he came to Rome, where Paul found him and brought him to Christ. His life was changed and so he wanted to return back to Philemon. Since Tychicus was going to Colossae, Paul sent Onesimus with him together with a letter to his master to receive him back. This letter is found in our Bibles as the epistle to Philemon. 

We can imagine what kind of impact the appearance and testimony of Onesimus might have made on the Colossian Christians. Here was clear evidence of God’s grace working in a sinner’s life. His life was a message in itself. This is yet another way to bring Christ to every man – by sharing one’s testimony of how one’s life has been changed by Christ!

As we look at the lives of Tychicus and Onesimus, we ought to pray that the Lord will provide such messengers in our midst who will go to places where Christ has not been proclaimed, and bring the gospel to them. 

Today, every church should be concerned with missions, and be involved in praying for missions, providing support for missions and even participating in mission trips and becoming long term missionaries. God has placed us in a very strategic part of the world – in Singapore which is at the hub of Asia – where the spiritual needs today are the greatest. Please do not underestimate the important contribution you can make to the Lord’s harvest. Pray that the Lord will lead you in this area, and pray that the Lord will also call some from our own midst to be His faithful messengers, to bring Christ to a lost world. 

It does not matter what language or background you come from or what qualifications you have. As long as you love the Lord and His Word and have a genuine call to serve the Lord, the Lord can use you effectively. In this passage we can see a variety of backgrounds of people that God used. We already saw that Onesimus was a runaway slave. In vv.10,11 there are three Jewish Christians mentioned – Aristarchus, Marcus and Jesus Justus. Epaphras (v.12) was the first Colossian to become a Christian through Paul, and he was zealous to go back and established churches in the three cities of the Lycus valley. V.13 mentions Luke who was a doctor from Philippi. 

Nymphas is mentioned in v.15 as having a church in his house. And this provides us another effective means of bringing Christ to the lost, by Christians who are willing to let God use their properties for His use. If you have a house or a car or a computer, you can think of ways they can be availed for the Lord’s use. You can open your house for Bible studies, or fellowship meetings, and invite your neighbours to come. 

The last person mentioned is Archippus (v.17) and he appears to be the resident pastor at the Colossian church who needed some special encouragement from Paul, perhaps because of the difficulties he faced in dealing with the doctrinal problems there. When you think of God’s servants like your pastor, we must also remember that he sometimes need a word of encouragement from you, especially when he has to deal with problems in the church. 

Do you know that you can be a great help to the Lord’s work in missions simply by writing a letter to a missionary? Just the thought that someone remembers him and prays for him can make a great difference in helping him overcome feelings of loneliness and homesickness. And this brings us to the fourth and final means we can use for bringing Christ to the world:

IV. The Writing Ministry

V.16 is all about this. Paul’s instructions was that this epistle should be read in the Colossian church and then sent over to the church in Laodicea to be read there as well. And apparently he had also sent an epistle to Laodicea, which was to be read to the Colossians. This letter no longer exists, and God chose not include it in His word. 

What we learn from this is how effective the writing ministry can be. An epistle could be circulated to many churches and wherever it was read, it would bring valuable teaching, instruction and encouragement from God’s Word, as if the writer himself were present among them. Now Paul was not the only one to use this writing ministry. In our passage there are two other Bible writers. Can you spot them? V.10 – Marcus, was the writer of the Gospel of Mark. V.14 – Luke was the writer of the Gospel of Luke and the Book of Acts.

What they have written has been read by thousands an even millions of people, has been translated into hundreds of languages and has had an impact that has reached down to us nearly 2000 years later, that still changes lives and draws men to Christ! This shows us how powerful the written word can be. God’s Word in Isaiah 55:11 says, “So shall my word be that goeth forth out of my mouth: it shall not return unto me void, but it shall accomplish that which I please, and it shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent it.” 

Let this encourage us to keep disseminating the Word of God, whether by giving Bibles, or distributing Gospel tracts, or good Christian literature. Or even by using the internet or e-mail. Today you can reach hundreds or thousands with just the click of a mouse! 

A person who is now a member of Life Church happened to find our church website one day, and as he read the articles posted there he decided to come and visit our church. And when he came, he immediately felt that this was the church that the Lord was leading him to this church. He began to correspond with me by email, to clarify many questions he had on the Bible, and, he was received into church membership and is now actively involved in the Evangelistic Band Fellowship. 

 I trust that the Lord has opened your eyes through this message that Christ is not to be confined only to ourselves, to our Bible study meetings or to the four walls of our church. Christ is for Every Man, and it is up to you now to use all your resources to bring Him to every man, through prayer, through your Christian Conduct and personal sharing of the gospel with others, through sending and supporting God’s messengers, and also through the literature ministry. Let us not delay to do these things, so that the name of Christ will be proclaimed as widely and as rapidly as possible.
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