Notes on the Book of Daniel, Chapters 1-6
Unique features of the Book of Daniel:

· It gives us the most comprehensive sweep of history and future events in the whole Bible.

· It was not written in Palestine, but in the city of Babylon, during the time of the Captivity.

· It was written in two languages – Hebrew and Aramaic.

· Its 4th chapter was entirely written by one of the most illustrious gentile kings of the ancient world as his personal testimony of salvation.

· It has immense value to believers today.

Daniel, the Prophet:

· “Who through faith . . . stopped the mouths of lions” - Hebrews 11:33

· Wisdom and Righteousness - Ezekiel 14:20; 28:3

· Filled with the Spirit of God - Daniel 4:9 

· The Servant of the Living God - Daniel 6:20

· A man greatly beloved - Daniel 10:11 

Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego:

· “Who through faith . . . quenched the violence of fire” - Hebrews 11:33,34

· Servants of the Most High God - Daniel 3:26
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 Nebuchadnezzar

Overview of the lives of Daniel, Shadrach, Meshach & Abednego:

626-621 
Born to royal or noble families in Judah.

605 
Deported to Babylon by Nebuchadnezzar (Chapter 1). 
Refused to eat the king’s food.

602 
End of 3-year training program. Daniel interprets Nebuchadnezzar’s dream (Chapter 2)

586
Nebuchadnezzar destroys Jerusalem.

585
Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego refuse to bow to Nebuchadnezzar’s Golden Image (Chapter 3)

570
Daniel interprets Nebuchadnezzar’s tree vision (Chapter 4)

569-562
Nebuchadnezzar’s seven-year insanity

562
Death of Nebuchadnezzar

562-539
Reigns of Evil Merodach, Neriglissar, Labashi-Marduk & Nabonidus.

553
Belshazzar begins to reign as co-regent with Nabonidus. 
Daniel’s vision of the Four Kingdoms and the Little Horn (Chapter 7).

551
Daniel’s vision of the Ram, the He-Goat and the Little Horn (Chapter 8)

539 
Daniel interprets the writing on the wall at Belshazzar’s feast (Chapter 5). 
End of Babylonian Empire and beginning of Medo-Persian Empire.

538
Daniel appointed as president under Darius. Daniel delivered from the Lion’s den (Chapter 6). Daniel’s prayer and the prophecy of the 70 weeks (Chapter 9). 
Cyrus decrees return of the Jews to Palestine.

536 
Daniel’s Final Vision of the Latter Days (Chapters 10-12)

Chapter 1: Daniel and His friends in the Royal Court of Babylon

A. 
The influence of Babylonian idolatry:

1. According to secular history, king Nebuchadnezzar built many of the temples and shrines in Babylon and provided regular offerings and clothes for the idols. 

2. It is very likely that:

· All the meat that was cooked in his royal kitchens was meat from animals that had been sacrificed to these gods. 

· All the wine that was consumed in his palace had probably been used in libation offerings to them. 

B. 
The issue facing Daniel, Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego:

1. The laws of God prohibited eating any food that had been offered to idols (Exodus 34:14,15; Psalm 106:28,29)

2. Thus, they requested for a ten-day trial period, eating nothing but vegetable grains like wheat or barley, and drinking nothing but water. 

3. After ten days, they were miraculously healthier and stronger than any other scholars.

4. The food from the king’s table may have also contained meat that was prohibited to the Jews by the dietary laws God had given them. 

5. The Old Testament contains many prohibitions against drinking intoxicating wine. (E.g. Proverbs 20:1) The Babylonians did not dilute their wine at all. 

C. 
Lessons on living uncompromising lives in an unchristian world:

1. Always remember that promotion and talents come from God. (vv.9,17, cf. Psalm 75:6,7) 

2. Our physical needs and desires must be subordinated to doing the will of God. (Cf. Gen 3:6; Matt 4:3,4; John 4:34)

3. Develop firm convictions from Scripture and maintain them no matter what it costs. (v.8) 

Questions:

1.  How should Christians handle the issue of food offered to idols? (1 Corinthians 10:14-33)

2.  What are some situations in which our physical needs and desires must be subordinated to doing the will of God?

3.  Do you think it is important to have firm convictions? Why?

Chapter 2: Daniel’s Interpretation of King Nebuchadnezzar’s first Dream

A. 
The Failure of the King’s Fortune Tellers.

1. Nebuchadnezzar called four kinds of fortune tellers (v.2) – 

a.  Magicians (chartummim - a diviner, one who had occult knowledge)

b.  Astrologers (ashaphim - astrologers, conjurers, enchanters, snake charmers)

c.  Sorcerers (mekashphim - those who practice witchcraft)

d.  Chaldeans (kasdim - an elite group of learned Babylonian priests)

2. 
His Requirements: to reconstruct the dream on their own and reveal its meaning (v.5) 

a.  It is not likely that the king forgot the dream since he was so troubled by it. If this happened the fortune tellers would have just made up a dream and its interpretation.

b.  It is best to take the words “The thing is gone from me” as a test. The “thing” here refers to his command. If they are able to reveal future events, they should be able to reconstruct past events as well.

3.  None of them were able to do this, and so the king now knew that they were frauds and ordered the execution of all classes of his wise men. This would include Daniel, Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego.

B. 
The Success of God’s Servant

1. 
How they dealt with this crisis (vv.17-19)

2. 
The dream and its interpretation:
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3.
Nebuchadnezzar’s response: (vv.47,48)

a.  He bowed to Daniel and glorified God.

b.  He promoted Daniel.

C. 
Lessons on living uncompromising lives in an unchristian world:

1. 
Never resort to using ungodly methods to learn about the unknown or to control the supernatural world. (Deuteronomy 18:10-11; 29:29)

2. 
When circumstances are beyond our control, we should seek God’s help in prayer. Two contrasting responses to crises:

a.  Nebuchadnezzar - turned to his fortune tellers

b.  Daniel and his 3 friends - turned to God (Hebrews 4:16; 1 Peter 5:7).  

The value of corporate prayer.

3. 
When God blesses us with success or deliverance we should thank Him and give Him all the credit due to Him. 

Two contrasting responses to deliverance and success. 

a.  Daniel - (vv.19, 20-23, 26, 30)

b.  Unbelievers - (vv.4,7)

Questions:

1.  How should Christians regard fortune-telling, sorcery and witchcraft? (Ephesians 19:17-20)

2.  What are some situations in which we can glorify God in our successes?

3.  Do you think it is important to live for God’s glory? Why?

Chapter 3: Nebuchadnezzar’s Golden Image and The Fiery Furnace 

A. 
Nebuchadnezzar’s Monument to His Kingdom (vv.1-6)
1. 
The Description of the image (v.1) 

a. 
Size: 60 cubits high, 6 cubits wide (about 27.5 m x 2.75 m ) 

b. 
Location: The plain of Dura, near the city of Babylon. 

c. 
Material: Gold. 

d. 
Form: Probably that of a man, judging from its proportions. 

The size, material and form of the image was probably meant to reflect the greatness of Nebuchadnezzar’s god and the whole Babylonian empire. (Cf. his dream in ch.2)

2.  The Worship of the Image (vv.2-6) 

a.  Eight classes of Babylonian bureaucracy from the whole empire were ordered to come for the dedication ceremony of the image (v.2). 
b.  The worship of the image was instituted as a state religion (v.6)
B. The Three Jewish Friends’ Obedience to their God (vv.7-20)

1.  Their Test: They did not comply with the king’s order. 

a.  Their Enemies: took this opportunity to accuse them before the king.(v.12)

b.  The king’s offer (v.15) 

c.  The king’s boast:“…who is that God that shall deliver you out of my hands?” 

2. 
Their Stand: (vv.16-18) 

a.  They made no defence or apology for what they did.

b.  They were confident that God would be able to deliver them if it was His will. 

c.  They were willing to meet their end, if it was not God’s will to deliver them.

3. 
Their Deliverance: 

a.  The king’s diabolical order (v.19) 

b.  The king’s surprised horror (vv.24-25)

c.  The fourth man in the furnace (v.28 cf. Isaiah 43:2 )

d.  The king’s response (v.28)
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C. 
Lessons on living uncompromising lives in an unchristian world:

1. 
We must take a stand for God even if we have to suffer personal loss to do it. 

2. 
We must obey and honour God whether or not He finally helps or delivers us. 

3. 
Our ultimate purpose in life is to bring glory to God. (v.29, cf. Matthew 5:16) 
Questions:

1.  Should Christians bow down to the dead in funeral rites?

2.  How would you respond in a situation where obedience to God will cause you to lose your life, health, comfort or possessions?

Chapter 4: Daniel Interprets the King’s Tree Vision

· By this time King Nebuchanezzar was about 55 to 60 years old

· He had succeeded in subduing Tyre and Egypt (cf. Ezekiel 29:18-20). 

· He could now relax in his palace and enjoy his hard-earned success (v.4)

A. 
Nebuchadnezzar’s Problem: The Dream of the Great Tree
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B. 
Nebuchadnezzar’s Prospects: The Interpretation of the Dream

1. 
Daniel’s Startling Revelation: (vv.19-22)

a. 
He was upset by this news (v.19, cf. Matthew 5:44)

b. 
“You are the tree!” (v.22)

c.
“You will be humiliated for seven years!” (vv.24-26) 

2. 
Daniel’s Urgent Plea for Repentance (v.27)

a.  He tried his best to persuade the king.

b.  It was not too late yet for the king to repent (cf. the people of Nineveh ) 

c. 
No response from the king is recorded.

C. 
Nebuchadnezzar’s Pride and Punishment: The Fulfillment of the Dream (vv.28-30)

One year later: Nebuchadnezzar went for a walk in his palace at Babylon.

1. 
What he saw: 

a.  Babylon was a giant-sized fortress, excellently irrigated, with 3-4 storey buildings. 

b.  The seven-storey tower, 90 m high, known as the Tower of Babylon. 

c.  The “Hanging gardens of Babylon” which was about 110 m high. 

2. 
What he said: (v.30)

a.  “I have built” (cf. Psalm 127:1)

b.  “by the might of my power”(cf. Psalm 62:11)

c.  “for the honour of my majesty.” (cf. Isaiah 42:8)

3. 
What he became: (v.33) 

a. 
A rare psychiatric condition known today as boanthropy (see also Dan 5:21)

b. 
In the records of Babylon there is a period of time of at least 4 years when his name is strangely absent.

c.
God was actually very merciful and gracious to him. (cf. Acts 12:21-23)

D. 
Nebuchadnezzar’s Praise: For God’s Grace, Righteousness and Power (vv.34-37)

1.  His sanity returned to him, and he became king again. 

2.  He died shortly after that.

3.  Some distinct changes in Nebuchadnezzar’s life that points to his salvation: 

a.  He now acknowledged the God of Daniel (vv.34,37). 

b.  The words “praise . . .exalt . . . honor” in v.37 emphasises continuation.

c.  He wrote his testimony for everyone to learn from (chapter 4).

d.  He no longer called Daniel by his Babylonian name (vv.8,19).

e.  In Dan 7:4 he was represented as a winged lion whose wings were plucked off and was made to stand upon the feet, and a man’s heart given to it. 

E. 
Lessons on living uncompromising lives in an unchristian world:

We have a mission and responsibility toward non-Christians, and must not let anything compromise our responsibility to tell them about their sins and the judgment that God will bring. How do we bring the message of God’s judgement to our friends?

1. 
Be genuinely concerned for their welfare in eternity.

2. 
Do not be afraid to tell them about their impending judgement. 

3. 
Do your best to persuade them to repent and turn to God. (cf. v.27; 2 Corinthians 5:11,20)

Questions:

1.  What can you learn about the way you should regard your achievements from Daniel 4:28-37?

2.  What can you learn from the way that the apostle Paul viewed his human achievements?                          (Philippians 3:4-10)

Chapter 5: Daniel interprets the Writing on the Wall

· Nebuchadnezzar had already been dead for 22 years. 

· Daniel’s high position had been given to someone else. 

· It was the reign of the last king of Babylon - Belshazzar, Nebuchadnezzar’s grandson.                               Note: The words “father” and “son” in vv.2,11,18 & 22 means “grandfather” and “grandson” respectively.

A. 
The Cause of the Fall of Babylon: Belshazzar’s Feast

1. 
The Purpose of the Feast (v.4) - to honour the gods of Babylon.

2. 
The Sacrilege of the Feast (vv.3,4) - humiliating the God of Israel.

B. 
The Declaration of the Fall of Babylon: The Writing on the Wall
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1. 
Daniel’s Appearance
How the queen described him (vv.11-12):

a. 
A man in whom is the Spirit of the Holy God. 

b. 
An excellent spirit was found in him -  his shining testimony!

2. 
Daniel’s Admonition (vv.18-24)

a.  God had numbered the days of Belshazzar’s kingdom and finished it. 

b.  Belshazzar had been weighed in the balances and had fallen short of the required standard.

c.  His kingdom is to be divided and given to the Medes and Persians. 

d.  Note: Daniel did not have a single word of sympathy for this king but only words of rebuke because Belshazzar had sinned deliberately against God, whom he knew about, through Nebuchadnezzar’s life. (v.22)

C. 
Lessons on living uncompromising lives in an unchristian world:
1. 
God holds us responsible for the truths and principles that we know. 
(cf. Luke 12:48)

2. 
We must strive to maintain a consistent, godly testimony before our non-believing friends and colleagues even when they do not treat us well. (v.13, cf. 2:48; 4:9) 

3.
We must show the non-believing world that we hold different values from them. (v.17, cf.1 Timothy 6:6)
Questions:

1.  What barriers do you face in witnessing for Christ at home?

2.  What are some ways of overcoming your fear of witnessing for Christ at your place of work or study?

3.  In what ways should your values be different from the world’s values?

Chapter 6: Daniel in the Lions’ Den


1. 
Historical Background (539 BC): 

a. 
The Babylonian Empire had been taken over by the Medians and Persians

b. 
Daniel was once again appointed to a very high position in the new government. 

2. 
Extent: 
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3. 
Government: 

a.
King Cyrus (cf. Ezra 1:1-3, prophesied by name in Isaiah 44:28), divided the empire into 20 kingdoms and appointed a sub-king over each of them. 

b. 
Gubaru was appointed by Cyrus to be the sub-king of Babylon, and was given the title “Darius” (5:31) 

c. 
Darius in turn appointed 120 princes (“satrap”) who were under the charge of three presidents or chief ministers (“sarak”) with Daniel as the chairman (v.3).

A. 
The Position of Daniel

1. 
This demonstrates that promotion comes from the Lord. 

2. 
Darius intended to entrust him totally with the affairs of his kingdom because of his “excellent spirit” 

B. The Plot against Daniel (vv. 4,5)
1.
Their Motive: Daniel was a Jewish captive in such high position. 

2.
Their Frustration: His record was spotless! 

3.
Their Wicked Scheme, based on two things: 

a. 
Daniel prayed faithfully three times a day 

b. 
Royal Persian decrees were unchangeable (vv. 6-9)

4.  Their New Law: To outlaw prayers to anyone else but the king for 30 days. 

5.  Their Lie: v.7 – “all the presidents . . . have consulted together”. 

C. 
The Prayer Life of Daniel 

1. 
His Pattern: (v.10)

a. 
Toward Jerusalem (2 Chronicles 6:38,39).

b. 
On his knees (2 Chronicles 6:13; Luke 22:41; Acts 9:40; 20:36, 21:5; Standing -- Luke 18:11; 1 Samuel 1:26).

c. 
Three times a day (Psalm 55:17) 
2. 
His Options:

a. 
He could have stopped praying for 30 days.

b. 
He could have carried on praying, but secretly and silently. (Prayer is the spontaneous response of  the soul in spiritual communion with God.)

3. 
His Choice:

a. 
The issue: Why should he allow his prayer life to be affected in any way by the will of men? 

b.  He carried on praying as he did before (v.10)

c.  He even gave thanks to God.(cf. Psalm 23:6)

D. 
The Persecution of Daniel 

1.  Daniel was found praying and brought before Darius to be sentenced to death.

2.  Darius was angry with himself but could not free him (cf. 2:39).

3.  Daniel had to be executed on the same day he was accused.

4.  Darius’ last words to Daniel (v.16).

5.  Daniel was thrown into the lions’ den.

E. 
The Protection of Daniel 

1.  Darius’ long wait (v.18 - “fasting” may have included prayer) and cry (v.20)

2.  Daniel’s reply and concern for the king (v.21,22 cf. v.13) Note: He was not at all claiming here to have earned God’s deliverance by being perfectly sinless. (cf. v.23b)

3.  Daniel’s testimony: (v.22 - His Angel, cf. 3:25 - the Fourth Man in the furnace)

4.  Daniel’s release and Darius’ order to execute the wicked officials on two charges: 

a.  Deceiving the king by lying that all had agreed to the decree.

b.  Attempting to murder Daniel by falsely accusing him of disloyalty to the king.

5.  Destruction of the wicked officials (Psalm 9:15,16) Two possible reasons for including their families:

a.  To prevent any possible retaliation by family members.

b.  To act as a strong deterrent to potential enemies of the king. 

F. 
The Proclamation of Darius (vv.26-27)
It concludes this historical section (chapters 1-6) of the book of Daniel: 

1.  God had clearly demonstrated Himself to be the living God (chs.3 & 5)

2.  God had shown that His kingdom will never be destroyed. (ch.2)

3.  God displayed His power to deliver and rescue Daniel his friends (chs. 1,3 & 6)

4.  God’s signs and wonders were seen in:

a.  Nebuchadnezzar’s 7-year insanity and restoration (ch.4)

b.  The writing that appeared on the wall of Belshazzar’s banquet hall (ch.5).

G. 
Lessons on living uncompromising lives in an unchristian world:
This chapter summarises all the lessons from chapters 1-5:

1.  Daniel’s Firm Convictions to continue praying despite the decree. (ch.1)

2.  Daniel’s Giving Glory to God for his deliverance (v.22) (chs. 2-3)
3.  Daniel’s Godly Testimony and Influence  (v.3,4). (chs. 4-5) 
Two more important lessons :

1. In every circumstance of life, we must have faith in God. (v.23, cf. 2 Timothy 1:12)

2. We must not allow anything to affect our relationship with God. 

H.
The importance of maintaining a close relationship with God
1.  Daniel’s prayer life and close relationship with God is seen in chapter 9 as well.

2.  What prompted that prayer was his diligent study of the scriptures. 

3. 
A Close relationship with God will help to keep us from being overwhelmed by the strong pressures and influences of the sinful, pagan, unchristian world we live in. 

Questions:

1.  In what ways are your present life situation similar to Daniel’s?

2.  What lessons from Daniel will be useful to your prayer life?

3.  What lessons from Daniel will be useful to your efforts to witness for Christ?

4.  What lessons from Daniel will be useful to your study of God’s Word? 

5.  What would you consider to be the most important lesson you have learned from Daniel’s life?

