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The Gospel of John - 1

I. Background:

A. Author: The traditional view is that it was John the Apostle (21:20-24) – “the disciple whom Jesus loved”. (Irenaeus bishop of Lyons (fl. c. 180) stated plainly that "John, the disciple of the Lord, who also had leaned upon his breast, had himself published a Gospel during his residence in Ephesus in Asia") He was:
1. Son of Zebedee (21:2) and Salome (Mark 15:40 cf. Matthew 27:56). If Salome was the sister of Jesus mother (as John 19:25 suggests) then Jesus and John were cousins.

2. Brother of the apostle James (who was martyred in Acts 12:2). They and their father were fishermen from Galilee (Mark 1:19,20), and nicknamed “Sons of thunder” (Mark 3:17, cf Luk 9:54) by Jesus. Together with Peter, they were the ‘inner circle’ disciples of Christ.

3. A Jew who became one of the ‘pillars’ of the Jerusalem church (Galatians 2:9) and later left for Ephesus and was banished to the island of Patmos around AD 95  (Revelation 1:9).

4. The author of three epistles and the Book of Revelation in addition to his Gospel.

(Objections to John’s authorship have been mainly from those who claimed that a fisherman could never write so well, from a 5th cent church historian who claimed that John the apostle died in the early years of the church.)

B. Place and Date of Writing: Ephesus (according to Irenaeus and Eusebius), AD 85-90. (Some believe in a date before AD 70 because of 5:2.) By this time the other 3 synoptic gospels had been written. While Matthew, Mark and Luke was thought to have been meant for Jewish, Roman and Greek readers, John’s Gospel is directed to a universal audience (the word ‘world’ is found 78 times in the book). It contains much material not found in the other gospels (e.g. Nicodemus, Woman of Samaria, Good shepherd, Lazarus, footwashing) and omits some material found in them (e.g. parables, prayer in Gethsemane, and details of the trials and crucifixion).

C. Purposes for Writing: Mentioned in 20:30,31 – “And many other signs truly did Jesus in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this book:  But these are written, that ye might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing ye might have life through his name.” – i.e. to win unbelievers to Christ. Other suggested purposes: to refute the heresy of Docetism or Cerinthianism (cf. 1:14). 

D. Themes: The central theme is found in the word ‘believe’ (98 times). This is brought out by signs, teachings and events, and the contrasting theme of unbelief. Othe keywords: world (78), Jew (71), know (55), glorify (42), My Father (35), love (30) and light (23).

E. Arrangement: Topical rather than chronological. The events and teachings are selected to fulfill the stated purpose. Greater emphasis is placed on events near or in Jerusalem, and on personal interviews with Jesus representing different classes of society:

1. Nicodemus in Jerusalem (3:1-15)

2. The woman of Samaria (4:1-26)
3. The nobleman of Cana (4:43-53)
4. The paralytic in Jerusalem (5:1-15)
5. The blind man (9:1-38)
6. Mary and Martha in Bethany (11:17-40)
These depict Jesus’ personal concern for individuals.

F. Outline: “Life in Jesus, The Son of God” (21 chapters)

1. The Prologue (1:1-18) – the Word

2. The Public Ministry of Jesus (1:19 – 12:36a) – The Seven Signs *

3. The Private Ministry of Jesus (12:36b-17:26) – The Last Supper, Discourse & Prayer 

4. The Passion of Jesus (18:1-20:31)

5. The Epilogue (21:1-25) – The Last appearances of Jesus

G.
Theological Values: John is the most theological of the 4 gospels.

1. The deity of Christ is stressed throughout the book.

2. The concept of His substitutionary atonement

3. The concept of Life and eternal life.

4. The person and functions of the Holy Spirit.

5. What believing in Christ means

* The Seven Signs are:

1. Turning Water Into Wine (2:1-11)

2. Healing the Nobleman’s son (4:46-54)

3. Healing the Paralytic (5:1-18)

4. Feeding the Multitudes (6:6-13)

5. Walking on Water (6:16-21)

6. Healing the Man Born Blind (9:1-7)

7. Raising Lazarus from the dead (11:1-45)

UNIT ONE - The Prologue (John 1:1-18)

OBSERVATIONS

1. Where in this passage is Jesus identified by name? (In v.17)

2. How else does John identify Him? (1 - the Word, God; 7-9 - the Light; 18 - the only begotten Son)

3. What verses are about another person? (6-8 – John the Baptist)

A. Creation (1-5)

1. 
What did John say about the Word? (His existence – in the beginning, cf. Col 1:17; His position – with God, cf. 17:5; His identity – God, cf. Phi 2:6; His work – made all things, cf. Col 1:16, Heb 1:2; His ministry – giving life and light, cf. 5:26; 11:25, 14:6; 8:12; 9:5; 12:46) 
B. Witness (6-8)

1. What was John and what was he not? (He was not the Light, but sent to bear witness to it, cf. 1:20)

2. Compare the words “was” (vv.1-5) and “came” (vv.6-8). (“Was” implies existence from eternity past. “Came” implies a definite beginning of existence in history)

C. Salvation (9-13)

1. What two rejections of Jesus does John cite? (10 – the world (which He made) knew Him not; 11 – His own (the Jews) received Him not)

2. How does a person become a child of God? (13 – by being born of God, cf. 3:5; James 5:18; 1 Pet 1:23)

3. How is this “rebirth” described in verse 13? (Not of blood – no human element involved; Nor of the will of man – it does not lie within the scope of human achievement, cf. Rom 9:16)

D. Incarnation (14-18)

1. In what different ways does John describe Jesus? (14 - The Word that was made flesh, cf. Gal 4:4; Heb 2:14, the only begotten of the Father; 15 - He that comes after John the Baptist but was in existence before him; 18 - The only begotten Son who declares the Father)

2. What did John behold when the Word dwelt among men? (14 - His glory…, cf. 2:11; Luke 9:32; 1 Jo 1:1)

3. What do we receive from Him? (16 - His fullness, cf. Eph 3:19; Col 1:19; His grace*) * “grace for grace” – grace piled upon grace.

INTERPRETATION

1. How is the doctrine of Christ’s deity taught in this passage? (1 – the Word was God; Jehovah’s witnesses translate as “the Word was a god” on the basis that there is no article before the word “God”. But the absence of the article in Greek is due to the need to distinguish between the subject  - the Word – and the predicate – God.)

2. What word in this passage described the plight of sinners? (darkness – 5, cf. 3:19) What statements imply a spiritual need? (7 – that all men through Him might believe; 18 – no man hath seen God at any time, cf. 6:46; Exo 33:20) How is Jesus the solution? (9 - He gives light to every man; 18 - He declares God to us)
3. What is the intention of the phrase “enlightens every man” (1:9)? (Not that every man is redeemed automatically, but that all the real light that men – whether Jew or Greek - receive comes only from Christ. Note: the Quakers interpreted this as the inner light given to every person – cf. Rom 2:15. Although the phrase “that comes into the world” grammatically belongs either to “the Light” or to “every man”, in this context it is better to take it as belonging to “the Light”)

4. What do vv.12,13 teach about being born again? (It is a supernatural birth willed by God, and must take place in order for a person to receive Christ and believe in Him – cf. 10:26,27)

APPLICATION

1. Compare John 1:1-3,14a with Philippians 2:5-11. What does it mean for you to “have this attitude in yourselves”?

2. What does the truth of 1:16 do to you?

3. What do you learn from John the Baptist about witnessing?

4. Summarise what you have learned from this passage.

NOTES

The Word (logos) means word, thought, concept, and the expressions thereof. In the OT the concept conveyed activity and revelation. Revelation is the keynote idea in the logos concept.

To the Greek mind it expressed the ideas of reason and creative control. Heraclitus used it for the principle which controls the universe. The Stoics employed it for the soul of the world (anima mundi) and Marcus Aurelius used it for the generative principle in nature. The Hebrew memra was used in the Targums for the manifestation of God like the Angel of Jehovah and the Wisdom of God in Pr 8:23. At any rate John's standpoint is that of the Old Testament and not that of the Stoics nor even of Philo who uses the term logos, but not John's conception of personal pre-existence. The term logos is applied to Christ only in Joh 1:1,14; Re 19:13; 1Jo 1:1 "concerning the Word of life" (an incidental argument for identity of authorship). There is a possible personification of "the Word of God" in Heb 4:12. But the personal pre-existence of Christ is taught by Paul (2Co 8:9; Php 2:6f.; Col 1:17) and in Heb 1:2f. and in Joh 17:5. This term suits John's purpose better than sofia (wisdom) and is his answer to the Gnostics who either denied the actual humanity of Christ (Docetic Gnostics) or who separated the aeon Christ from the man Jesus (Cerinthian Gnostics). The pre-existent Logos "became flesh" (v.14) and by this phrase John answered both heresies at once.

UNIT TWO - John the Baptist Introduces Jesus (1:19-34)

John is busy baptizing people at Bethabara (a.k.a. Bethany) beyond Jordan (look up on a map).

OBSERVATIONS

1. Who magnifies Jesus, and how does he do this? (John the Baptist, by declaring the Jesus is greater than him and that He is the Lamb of God and Son of God)
2. Compare the opening verse (19) and the closing verse (34) (Both emphasise the record-bearing of John the Baptist)

3. What phrase in this section identifies the spiritual plight of the world? (29 – “taketh away the sin of the world.”)

 A. “Who?” (19-23)

1. What is the repeated 3-word question? (“Who art thou?”)
2. Compare John’s three answers in vv.20,21. (“I am not the Christ”; “I am not (Elias)” “No (I am not that prophet)” – all are denials).
3. How does his answer in v.23 differ from his earlier ones? (He identifies himself as the one mentioned in Isaiah 40:3 who will prepare the way for the Lord’s coming)

B. “Why?” (24-28)

1. Why is it understandable that the emissaries asked the question in v.25? As of that time, had John directly introduced Jesus to them (v.26)? (They wanted to know what authority he had to baptize people if he was neither Elias nor Christ. John had not directly introduced Jesus to them yet.)

2. Does John answer the question in v.25 directly? If not, how does he use the occasion of the question? (No, he did not answer their question directly, but used the occasion to introduce the greater authority of Christ to baptize with the Holy Ghost, cf. v.33)

C. “Behold!” (29-34)

1. By what names and titles does John identify Jesus? What does each reveal about Jesus? (“The Lamb of God” – He is the Passover lamb who is given to make an atonement for sins, cf. Exo 12:3 and Messiah, cf. Isa 53:7; “The Son of God” – a term for the Messiah cf. Matthew 26:63, and denotes his revelatory ministry, cf. 1:18; Heb 1:1,2)

2. How does v.31 answer the question in v.25? (John gives the reason for his baptism – to introduce the Messiah of the Jews to Israel)
3. What experience led John to bear witness that Jesus was the Son of God? (Seeing the descent of the Spirit as a dove upon Jesus when He was baptized)
INTERPRETATION

1. Why were the Jews expecting Christ? Elias? That Prophet? (Christ, Messiah – ‘the anointed one’ was mentioned in Dan 9:25,26; Elias, Elijah was mentioned in Malachi 4:5; That Prophet – the prophet like unto Moses was mentioned in Deuteronomy 18:15, cf. Acts 3:22-26)

2. How did John the Baptist fulfill the ministry of ‘making straight the way of the Lord?’ (He proclaimed that the Lord’s coming was at hand and urged the people to repent, cf. Mat 3:2; He also identified and baptized Jesus to inaugurate His public ministry.)

3. What was the meaning of John’s baptism? (Acts 19:3,4 – It was a baptism of repentance, and a temporary ordinance symbolizing the washing away of sins. Christian baptism identifies one with Christ, cf. Rom 6:3,4)
4. v.33 – “Baptise with the Holy Ghost” John does not expand on this, but he does contrast the Spirit with water. What does this suggest about the mode of water baptism ? (Acts 2:17,18 – when the apostles were baptized with the Holy Spirit (Acts 1:5), Peter mentioned that it was the outpouring of the Holy Spirit. Therefore sprinkling or pouring water symbolizes this better than immersion, cf. Ezekiel 36:25-27)
APPLICATIONS

1. Record valuable lessons this passage teaches you about witnessing.

2. John’s humility is prominent here. What is true humility? What do you learn from John’s magnifying Jesus?

NOTES

Why did John the Baptist deny that he was Elijah when Christ said that he was? (Matthew 11:14, 17:10-13)

John was probably denying that he was Elijah returned from heaven. Perhaps his physical appearance (Matthew 3:4, cf 2 Kings 1:8) may have caused the Jews to think that he was really Elijah. Christ said that he was Elijah in the sense that he fulfilled the prophecy of Malachi 4:5. He was not saying that John was Elijah since Elijah appeared in the Transfiguration (Matthew 17:3) and was not identified with John the Baptist (even though John the Baptist had died by this time). Therefore what Jesus meant was that John the Baptist ministered in the same spirit as Elijah or in the likeness of Elijah. 

UNIT THREE - The First Disciples of Jesus (1:35-51)

On the two days following Jesus’ first introduction to the people, He calls His first disciples to Himself. Look up the following on a map: Galilee, Nazareth, Bethsaida.

OBSERVATIONS

1. List all the titles of Jesus found here. (Lamb of God; Rabbi (Master); Messias (Christ) cf 4:25,26; Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph; Son of God; King of Israel; Son of Man, cf. Daniel 7:13)

2. Who are the ones who were ‘found’? (Simon, Philip and Nathanael)

3. Whom did Jesus call? (Philip)

A. John the Baptist and Two Disciples (35-39)

1. Of the two disciples only Andrew is named. Who do you think was the other? (Probably John, the writer of this account)
2. Compare John’s identification of Jesus with the way two disciples identified Him. (While John the Baptist called Jesus the lamb of God, they addressed him as “Master”)
3. What was the good outcome of the disciples’ request? (They got to know Jesus better than before, and brought others to Him)
B. Andrew and Simon (40-42)

1. Compare Andrew’s testimony about Jesus with John’s (v.36) (John the Baptist identified Jesus as the Lamb of God, while Andrew identified Him to Simon as ‘the Messias’)
2. Jesus gave Simon a surname. What is significant about receiving a new name from Jesus? (Cephas, which means “stone.” This signifies a new beginning – Simon must now live up to the name given to him)
C. Philip and Nathanael (43-46)

1. What are your observations about Jesus’ call of Philip? (It was a simple, straightforward command to follow Him)
2. How does Philip relate Jesus to the Old Testament? (Philip identified Jesus as “Him whom Moses in the Law and the prophets did write.”) Were John’s and Andrew’s testimonies of Jesus also geared to a Jewish hearing? (Yes) If so, how? (The Lamb of God has to do with the Jewish Passover feast, and the “Messiah” is the one the Jews had been waiting for.)
D. Jesus and Nathanael (47-51)

1. What do you learn about Nathanael? (He was a god-fearing Israelite who was longing to see the Messiah. Why did he doubt that Christ could have come from Nazareth? – See 7:52)
INTERPRETATION

1. The names and titles of Jesus in this passage are significant. What do each of them point to in His ministry? (Lamb of God – points to His substitutionary atonement; Rabbi – points to His lordship; Messias – points to His revelatory role, Son of Joseph – points to His family background, Son of God – points to His divinity, King of Israel – points to his sovereignty, Son of Man – points to His humanity.)
2. Why did Jesus give Simon the name Cephas? (The name Cephas is Aramaic and means “stone”. Peter is derived from the Greek Petros. This name is given perhaps as a prophecy of what Simon would become – as strong and stable as a stone in his faith)
3. What did Jesus mean by describing Nathanael as an Israelite “in whom is no guile”? (It does not mean that Nathanael had no sin, but that he had the virtue of frankness and honesty)
APPLICATIONS

1. What do you learn about following Jesus and fellowshipping with Him? How can you fellowship with Jesus today?

NOTES

Andrew: The name is Greek (meaning ‘manly’), but it may have been a ‘Christian name’ like ‘Peter’. He was the son of Jonas or John and came from Bethsaida in Galilee (Jn. 1:44), but afterwards went to live with his brother Simon Peter at Capernaum (Mk. 1:29), where they were in partnership as fishermen (Mt. 4:18). He became one of the twelve apostles (Mt. 10:2; Mk. 3:18; Lk. 6:14). His practical faith is shown in Jn. 6:8-9; 12:21-22. He was one of those who asked about the judgment coming on Jerusalem (Mk. 13:3-4). He is last mentioned as being with the other apostles after the ascension (Acts 1:13). It is probable that he was crucified in Achaia. The Synoptic Gospels say little about him, but in John he is shown as the first home missionary (1:42) and the first foreign missionary (12:21-22). Of the former, William Temple wrote, ‘Perhaps it is as great a service to the Church as ever any man did’ (Readings in St John’s Gospel, p. 29).

Simon Peter: His original name was apparently the Heb. Simeon (Acts 15:14; 2 Pet. 1:1): perhaps, like many Jews, he adopted also ‘Simon’, usual in the NT, as a Gk. name of similar sound. His father’s name was Jonah (Mt. 16:17); he himself was married (Mk. 1:30), and in his missionary days his wife accompanied him (1 Cor. 9:5). 

Philip: In the lists of the apostles in Mt. 10:3; Mk. 3:14; Lk. 6:14 he is placed fifth in order, with Bartholomew sixth: Acts 1:13 places him fifth, but puts Thomas in the sixth place. The only other references to him in the NT tell of his inability to suggest to Jesus how to supply the food for the 5,000 (Jn. 6:5), his bringing the Greeks to Jesus (Jn. 12:21f.), and his request of Jesus to see the Father (Jn. 14:8). 
Nathanael: The name means ‘gift of God’, and it occurs only in Jn. 1:45-51; 21:2. He seems to be one of the Twelve and he has been variously identified, especially with Bartholomew. The name Bartholomew is a patronymic, and its bearer would have another name too. Bartholomew is next to Philip in the lists of the Twelve in the Synoptics (Mt. 10:3; Mk. 3:18; Lk. 6:14). He was one of those who saw Christ on his resurrection appearance by the Sea of Tiberias (Jn. 21:2).

UNIT FOUR - The First Miracle of Jesus (2:1-12)

After a couple of day’s journey Jesus arrives in Galilee. He is invited to a wedding in Cana, north of Nazareth (locate this on a map). 

OBSERVATIONS

1. Compare the atmosphere of the opening and concluding verses, whether implied or stated explicitly. (The account begins with a festive atmosphere – a marriage celebration, and it ends with a worship atmosphere – the first manifestation of Christ’s glory)
2. What phrase or sentence stands out most prominently to you? 
(Suggested answer: “Whatsoever He saith unto you, do it.”)

A. Predicament (1-5)

1. Compare the first statement made by Mary with the last. Account for the change. (First: “They have no wine” Last: “Whatsoever He saith unto you do it”. Mary’s concern was changed to confidence because she knew Who her son was.)
2. What did Jesus mean by the question “What have I to do with you?” (It means “What authority do you have over Me?” Christ said this to show that what He was about to do was independent of her request)
B. Solution (6-12)

One firkin = 38.6 litres. Total volume of 6 stone waterpots = 463.3  to 695 litres.

1. What were the three command verbs of Jesus? (Fill, draw out and bear)

2. Where in the passage is the moment of transformation from water to wine? (Probably just before the servants drew out the ‘water’ from one of the pots.)
3. What do vv.9,10 add to the character of the miracle? (It was done quietly and not discovered until later. It was well done, since even the ruler of the feast was surprised by the good quality of the wine.)
INTERPRETATION

1. Why did Jesus say, “My hour has not yet come?” (see 7:30; 12:23,27; 13:1; 17:1. The hour refers to the time of Christ’s revealing the real reason why He came into the world)
2. What was Jesus’ underlying purpose for this miracle? (According to v.11 – to manifest forth His glory. This was the primary purpose for all His miracles.)
3. What does v.12 teach about Jesus? (That Jesus did not neglect to spend time with his family members. According to Mark 6:3 Jesus had 4 brothers and some sisters.)
APPLICATIONS

1. What effect should this account have on all Christians who read it?

2. What does this passage teach about Jesus’ purposes and power?

3. Jesus not only made wine, but good quality wine. What does this teach us of the quality of our service to Him?

4. Does Jesus still perform miracles?

NOTES

Does this miracle justify the drinking of wine? 

This miracle where Jesus turned water into wine cannot be used by companies which produce alcoholic beverages to justify their business. Alcoholism and drunkenness are sins that have destroyed many lives and are greatly condemned in the Scriptures, and our Lord would certainly not do anything to promote strong drink. In Ephesians 5:18 God’s Word tells us “be not drunk with wine wherein is excess.” (see Proverbs 23:31-33)
The word wine used in the New Testament could mean either fermented or unfermented grape juice. What we call wine today is fermented grape juice. Even if fermented grape juice was used, it was diluted up to 200 parts of water to one part of wine. It was considered barbaric to drink wine that was undiluted or mixed with only an equal amount of water. Unfermented grape juice would be about the same as what we use for the Lord’s Supper every month. This has no alcohol content and will not make a person drunk. Good quality grape juice would be sweet and pleasant tasting and would have no sediment in it. Many Bible scholars believe that the wine that Jesus made in this passage is unfermented wine, grape juice, which does not produce drunkenness.

UNIT FIVE - The Cleansing of the Temple (2:12-25)

After a few days’ visit at Capernaum with His disciples and with His family, Jesus travels to Jerusalem. It was the week of Passover, the most important Jewish annual feast. (Note: Liberal scholars claim that this temple cleansing is the same one that took place at the end of Jesus ministry – cf. Mark 11:15-17 – but the differences in the accounts shows that they were two similar but separate events.)

OBSERVATION

A. Temple: Building (13-17)

1. How was the worship of God at the Temple profaned by the moneychangers and merchants? (The sale of cattle and doves and the privilege of exchanging money were permitted in the temple court as a convenience for pilgrims who would need animals for sacrifice and temple shekels for their dues. Under the chief priests, however, the concessions had become merely a means of making money and had debased the temple into a commercial venture.)

Note: v.17 has a quotation from Psalm 69:9 – “For the zeal of thine house hath eaten me up” See also Malachi 3:1-3

B. Temple: Body (18-22)

1. What was the Jews’ reaction to Jesus scourging? What specifically were they demanding? (They were upset and demanded to know what authority He had to cleanse the Temple.)
2. How did Jesus use their question to point to a key truth of His mission? (He challenged them to destroy ‘this temple’ – which is His body – and His raising it up will be sufficient proof of His authority. This, by the way, was His first prophecy He made of His resurrection.)
Note: The Jews misunderstood what Jesus meant by the ‘temple’ – Mat 27:39,40; Acts 6:14 cf. 1 Cor 6:19 – In what sense can a person’s body be a temple?

C. Belief (23-25)

1. Whom did many trust, in this section? (Jesus)
2. Whom did Jesus not trust in this section? (Those who trusted in Him)
INTERPRETATION

1. Why did Jesus answer the question in v.18 with the mention of His forthcoming death and resurrection? (Because the resurrection from the dead is the ultimate sign or miracle that cannot be refuted.)
2. What is the difference between miracle faith (v.23) and genuine faith? What do you think the people were thinking about Jesus? (Miracle faith is superficial and will not last like genuine faith, cf. 6:64-69. The people may have been thinking about what Jesus can do for them by His miracles, rather than what they should do for Him.)
APPLICATIONS

1. Why does the Lord regard His place of worship so highly? Cf. 1 Timothy 3:14-16.

2. How should the fact that Jesus knows what is in man (v.25) affect your life?

UNIT SIX – Jesus Teaches Nicodemus (3:1-15)

About the time of the cleansing of the Temple a ruler of the Jews comes to Jesus by night to talk with Him about who he is and what He came to do.

OBSERVATION

1. What was Nicodemus’ need? (v.3 - He needed to be born again)
2. What was Nicodemus’ stumbling block? (v.4 - Either he thought that Jesus was speaking of a second physical birth, or he did not think that a spiritual birth is possible for an adult)
A. New Birth (1-6)

1. How did the conversation begin? (With Nicodemus acknowledging that Christ is a teacher sent by God)
2. How did Jesus respond and what question does this raise? (Jesus responded by teaching him how to enter the Kingdom of God – be born again. This raises the question – How to be born again?)
3. How did Jesus answer the question? (By distinguishing between physical and spiritual birth)
B. Unbelief (7-12)

1. What do these verses reveal about Nicodemus’ heart and mind? (Nicodemus was sincere in wanting to know the truth, but he had difficulty in believing the truth when it was revealed to him because he could not fully understand it. He needed to humbly accept the truth on the authority of Christ.)
2. Compare “thou…canst not tell” (v.8) with “that we do know” (v.11) (This brings out the difference between Nicodemus as a teacher and Christ as teacher. Only Christ can teach authoritatively on the spiritual realm, since He and not Nicodemus nor any human teacher can see spiritual things, cf. 3:32.)

3. The key to believing is implied in v.11. What is that? (Receiving or accepting the witness of Christ. “He has said it – that settles it – I believe it!”)

C. Cross (13-15)

1. What did Nicodemus fail to perceive? (That Jesus is more than just a great teacher sent from God. He is the Son of Man whom he must believe in to have eternal life.)
2. Who is the central person of these verses and what is His work? (Jesus Christ, the Son of Man – His work is to save those who are perishing, and give them eternal life.)
INTERPRETATION

1. What does being ‘born again’ mean? (It means to be spiritually transformed or regenerated by the Holy Spirit, cf. 1 Peter 1:23; 2 Cor 5:17; Eze 11:19)

2. What is the meaning of ‘born of water’ (v.5) (This phrase has been interpreted in various ways: a) Water is symbolic of repentance, as John the Baptist’s water baptism was; b) Cleansing by the Word (1 Pet 1:23); c) Natural birth where the bag of waters breaks; d) Water is a synonym of the Holy Spirit. Of these four only the last 3 are permissible as the first would mean that water baptism is necessary for salvation – i.e. baptismal regeneration)
3. How did Jesus fulfill the type of the brazen serpent? (12:32,33 - Like the brazen serpent (Numbers 21:5-9) Jesus was lifted up on the cross at Calvary, so that all who have are dying in their sin can look to Him in faith and be saved from eternal death.)
APPLICATIONS

1. What do you learn from Jesus about personal evangelism?

2. Are there people like Nicodemus today? How can such people be reached with the Gospel?

NOTES

Nicodemus: The name is Gk. and means ‘conqueror of the people’. He is mentioned only in the Fourth Gospel, where he is described as a Pharisee and ruler of the Jews (i.e. a member of the Sanhedrin) who visited Jesus by night (Jn. 3:1-21). He seems to have been an earnest man attracted by the character and teaching of Jesus but afraid to allow this interest to be known by his fellow Pharisees. He could not understand the spiritual metaphors used by Christ. Nicodemus fades from the scene and we are left with Christ’s word to a Judaism wrapped in darkness.

Nicodemus is mentioned again in Jn. 7:50-52, where he showed more courage in protesting against the condemnation of Christ without giving him a hearing. The final reference is in Jn. 19:39, where he is said to have brought a lavish gift of spices to anoint the body of Christ. Nothing more is known of him despite a large number of legends.

UNIT SEVEN – Gaining Eternal Life (3:16-21)

OBSERVATION

A. God (16-17)

1. What four persons or groups appear in these verses? (God, world, Son, and whosoever believeth)
2. What truths are taught in v.16? (God’s love for the world, cf. Rom 5:8; 1 John 4:9; Salvation through faith in Christ, cf. 3:36; The free offer of salvation, cf. Rev 22:17)
3. What words identify the destiny of unbelievers? (perish, condemn)
B. Sinners (18-21)

1. How are unbelievers described in these verses? What are they said to do and what is the result? (Love darkness, deeds are evil, already condemned)
2. How many times does the word ‘light’ appear in these verses? Who comes to the Light? (5 times; He that doeth truth)
INTERPRETATION

1. What is the meaning of the word ‘world’ in vv.16, 17, 19? (All men without exception.)
2. What is the meaning of the term ‘only begotten’? (It means not only “unique” or “single one of its kind”, but also stresses the eternal relationship between the Father and the Son. Note that the word is ‘begotten’ and not ‘created’)
3. Why does the one who does evil hate the light? (Because the light - which represents truth - fully reveals his evil deeds and motives, and makes him guilty of sin. cf. Eph 5:11-13)
APPLICATION

1. Draw a diagram that can help you to explain the message of this passage to an unbeliever.

NOTES

The universal offer of salvation in John 3:16

When we read John 3:16, we take the plain, simple sense that salvation is offered to all mankind. John 3:16 expresses the desiderative will of a God of goodness, to both the good and the evil (Mat 5:45). But there are hypercalvinists who see God’s goodness only to the elect, that they cannot but conclude the world (cosmos in Greek) to be the world of the elect. According to them, John 3:16 is not a universal offer of the Gospel but a limited one. 

What does Calvin himself say of John 3:16? In his commentary on this verse touching the word “whosoever,” he says, “And he has employed the universal term whosoever, both to invite all indiscriminately to partake of life, and to cut off every excuse from unbelievers. Such is also the import of the term World, which he formerly used; for though nothing will be found in the world that is worthy of the favor of God, yet he shows himself to be reconciled to the whole world, when he invites all men without exception to the faith of Christ, which is nothing else than an entrance into life. Let us remember, on the other hand, that while life is promised universally to all who believe in Christ, still faith is not common to all. For Christ is made known and held out to the view of all, but the elect alone are they whose eyes God opens, that they may seek him by faith.” (Commentary On The Gospel According To John, By John Calvin, A New Translation, From The Original Latin, By The Rev. William Pringle, emphases added)

UNIT EIGHT – Jesus Sent From Heaven (3:22-36)

Jesus and His disciples have left Jerusalem for other parts of Judea, probably along the Jordan river. 

OBSERVATION

A. The Setting (22-24)

1. Who are the two main persons mentioned in these verses? (Jesus and John the Baptist)
2. What natural question would arise from the two baptizing ministries occurring at the same time? (“Whose baptism is better?”)
B. “I am not the Christ” (25-30)

1. What question is implied in v.26? (“Are you not upset that people are going to Jesus instead of coming to you?”)
2. What was John’s answer? (He showed no upset or jealous feelings, but explained: 1. That God had given him a subordinate position to Jesus (27); 2. That he is only forerunner who is sent to prepare for Christ’s coming (28); 3. That He rejoices that Jesus is receiving more attention than him, just as a bridegroom should receive more attention than the best man (29); 4. That Jesus must increase while he must decrease (30).)
C. “It is He” (31-36)

1. How did John magnify Jesus and show His credentials? (31 – Jesus comes from heaven and is therefore above all; 34 – God gives Jesus unlimited power of the Holy Spirit and authorizes Him to speak for Him; 35 – The Father loves Jesus and gives him authority over all things)
2. Which earlier verse does v.36 echo? (John 3:16)
INTERPRETATION

1. Who was having a problem about a supposed rivalry between John and Jesus over baptizing? (The disciples of John the Baptist) Why did John not have such a problem? (Because to him, there was no rivalry at all since it was clear that Christ should have the pre-eminence, cf. Col 1:18)

2. What does vv.31-36 teach us about each person of the Trinity? (God the Father has given all things into the hands of God the Son, cf. Mat 11:27; 28:18. God the Son gives everlasting life to all who believe in Him. God the Holy Spirit is given in an unlimited way by God the Father to God the Son, cf. Mat 12:18.)
APPLICATIONS

1. John the Baptist showed genuine humility in his relationship with Christ. Why is this so important in Christian living and serving?

2. How can you use vv.31-36 in witnessing?

NOTES:

Disciples of John the Baptist

Some passages in the Gospel of John (e.g. 1:19-34; 2:22-36 and this passage) are directed against anyone thinking of John the Baptist as being superior to Jesus. Together with the emphasis upon "one Lord, one faith, one baptism" in Ephesians 4:5, they suggest that a John-the-Baptist sect existed within Jewish Christian circles in Asia in the first century (assuming, of course, the Ephesian connections of the fourth Gospel and the Letter to the Ephesians). As in any such group--particularly before issues become defined and positions solidified--some would have appreciated John the Baptist and yet looked forward to the greater fulfillment of which he spoke, whereas others would have gone no further in their devotion than the Baptist himself--perhaps honoring him as an equal with Jesus or even elevating him higher than Jesus.

In Acts 18:24-26, Apollos seems to have been in the first category for, though from a John-the-Baptist group, he had been taught "diligently" and needed only that Priscilla and Aquila teach him "more perfectly". Though as Luke says, he knew “only the baptism of John,” he considered it a preparation to the reception of God's Messiah; and when taught about further events and implications, he readily accepted them.

The twelve men Paul met in Acts 19:1-7, however, apparently made the Baptist the focus of their devotion. Luke calls them "disciples," just as he speaks of Simon of Samaria as having "believed" (cf. 8:13), of the Judaizers as "believers" (cf. 15:5), of the seven sons of Sceva as exorcising demons "in the name of Jesus," and of Sceva their father as "a Jewish chief priest" (cf. 19:13-14). Luke's practice is to portray the spiritual condition of his characters by their actions without always evaluating it. Here it seems, both from their own statements and from how Paul deals with them, that we should consider these men as sectarians with no real commitment to Jesus at all.

