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UNIT 66 – Jesus Appears to Thomas (John 20:24-31)
Thomas was not with the disciples when the resurrected Jesus first appeared to them. Now, eight days later, he is with them, and Jesus suddenly stands in their midst.

OBSERVATION

1.
How many times does the verb ‘believe’ occur in this passage? (6 times)
2.
Observe the use of negatives in this passage and make a list of all of them. (v.24 – Thomas was not with them; v.25 – He said he would not believe; v.27 – Christ told Thomas not to be faithless; v.29 – Those who have not seen and believed are blessed; v.30 – There are many other signs not written in the book. These negatives bring out interesting contrasts: seeing vs. not seeing, believing v. not believing, written signs vs. unwritten signs.)
A. “Unless I See” (24-25)

1.
What can you tell about Thomas’ character from the verses where He is mentioned in the Bible – John 11:16, 14:5 and this passage? (He is perhaps a little pessimistic and cynical, but loyal and outspoken.)
2.
What were the conditions that Thomas wanted to be fulfilled before He would believe? What is common to all of them? (1. To see the nailprints in Christ’s hands; 2. To feel the nailprints in His hands, 3. Feel the spear wound in His side, cf. 19:34; All of them express Thomas’ desire for sensory evidence)
B. “Reach and See” (26-29)

1. What are the things Jesus did in this appearance that should amaze us? (He could appear in the room despite the room being shut. He knew exactly what Thomas had said 8 days earlier even though He wasn’t visibly there. He condescended to grant Thomas’ request.)

2. Did Thomas touch Jesus? (The text has no record that he touched Jesus, but perhaps he did.)
3.
How would you describe Thomas’ response? (He was utterly amazed, no longer unbelieving, and truly convinced now that Jesus is truly his Lord and his God.)
C. Book’s Purpose (30-31)

1.
What is the immediate purpose of the miracles recorded in the Gospel of John? (To prove that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God.)

2. 
What is the ultimate goal of these miracles? 
(That believers may have life in His name.)

3.
List all the signs that are written in the book of John, that you can remember from past lessons. (Turning water into wine, (2:1-11); Healing the Nobleman’s son (4:46-54); Healing the Paralytic (5:1-18); Feeding the Multitudes (6:6-13); Walking on Water (6:16-21); Healing the Man Born Blind (9:1-7); Raising Lazarus from the dead (11:1-45))
INTERPRETATION

1.
Was Thomas’ reluctance to believe reasonable or not? Why? (No, it was unreasonable, because Christ had already foretold His resurrection, and because of the many reports of various people that the tomb was empty and Christ is alive. There was sufficient grounds for him to believe.)
2. Compare this passage with 1 John 1:1-4. (Just as the spoken testimony of the disciples to Thomas of Christ’s resurrection should have been believed by him to receive blessing, the testimony of the disciples to the sensory evidences of Christ’s life must be believed if we are to be blessed with fellowship with the Father and have full joy.)

3. What proofs of the deity of Christ are there in this passage? (a. Omniscience: The fact the Jesus knew exactly what Thomas had said, b. Thomas’ calling Him “my Lord and my God”)

4. Some Liberal scholars claim that the resurrection appearances of Jesus were merely illusions induced by the disciples’ wishful thinking. How can this passage help to refute this claim? (Thomas was convinced that he saw Jesus despite the fact that he was not going to be satisfied by anything less than hard, material evidence.)

APPLICATIONS

1. Which is better: “Seeing is believing” or “Believing is seeing”? 
(cf. 2 Corinthians 5:7; Hebrews 11:1,6; 11:27; 1 Peter 1:8)

2. List some things in this world that we do not see, and yet we believe on the basis of someone’s written or spoken testimony. 

3. 
How should knowing that Jesus knows whatever we do and say anywhere affect the way we live? (cf. Matthew 12:36)

NOTES:

“Doubting Thomas”

In the lists of the Twelve which are arranged in three groups of four each, Thomas occurs in the second group (Mt. 10:2-4; Mk. 3:16-19; Lk. 6:14-16; Acts 1:13). He is linked with Matthew in Mt. 10:3 and with Philip in Acts 1:13. The surname ‘Didymus’ means ‘twin.’ The question whose twin he was cannot be answered with certainty. Various traditions (Syriac and Egyp.) suggest that his personal name was Judas.
It is only in the Fourth Gospel that there are any personal references to Thomas. He was prepared to go with Jesus to the tomb of Lazarus and to possible death at the hands of the Jews (John. 11:16). He confessed himself unable to understand where Jesus was going when he warned the Twelve of his impending departure (John. 14:5). The chief incident for which he has always been remembered, and for which he has been called ‘Doubting Thomas’, is his disbelief in the resurrection. He missed the appearance of Christ to the other apostles (John. 20:24) and said that he needed visual and tactual proof of the resurrection (20:25). A week later Christ appeared again to the Eleven and he offered Thomas the opportunity to test the reality of his body.

Thomas’ confession of faith, ‘My Lord and my God’ (20:28), marks the climax of the Fourth Gospel; blessing is promised to those who can come to faith without the aid of sight. 

According to Foxe’s Book of Martyrs Thomas “preached the Gospel in Parthia and India, which exciting the rage of the pagan priests, he was martyred by being thrust through with a spear.” The Mar Thoma Church in India traces its origins from him.

UNIT 67 – Miraculous Catch of Fish (John 21:1-14)

(This chapter is considered to be a postscript or epilogue to the Gospel of John, since the book already reaches a fitting conclusion in 20:30-31)

This is the third time Jesus appears to the disciples after His resurrection. The scene is the Sea of Tiberias (Galilee). Seven disciples are present.
OBSERVATION

1.
How many times is the phrase “shewed himself” found in this passage? 
(3 times, cf. Acts 1:3)
2.
How many miracles are there in this passage? (Two: The catching of the great number of fish, and the unbroken net. There may be a third one – the sudden appearance of the fire, roasted fish and bread)
A. Nothing (1-3)

1.
Who was leading the disciples in the absence of Jesus? (Simon Peter)
B. Great Number (4-8)

1.
Why could the disciples not recognize Jesus at first? (a. They were not expecting Him to be there. b. They were preoccupied with their failure to catch any fish. c. It was early in the morning and it was still dark. d. They were 200 cubits – about 90 metres -  away from the shore where Jesus was e. They were divinely prevented from recognizing Him until the right time, cf. Luke 24:16.) 

2.
Read Luke 5:4-7 and compare the similarities of our passage with it. (In both instances, they had caught no fish all night, they had obeyed Christ’s instruction, and after that caught a great number of fishes.)

3. 
Compare Peter’s response here with what he did in John 20:2-8, 13:6-9,37,38 and 18:10,11. (Peter appears to be earnest, impulsive and rather hasty in character)
C. Breakfast (9-14)

1.
What miracle is recalled in the provision of the fish and the bread? (The feeding of the 5000 with 5 loaves and 2 fishes, John 6:6-13)
2.
What were the 2 things that Jesus commanded the disciples to do? (a. To bring to Him some of fish which they have caught, and b. To come and dine with Him.)

INTERPRETATION

1.
Why did Peter decide to go fishing? (a. Fishing is what at least 3 of them – Peter, James and John –  were used to doing for a living. b. They had nothing to do and wanted to use the time in gainful employment so as not to be a burden to others. c. They were at the point of forsaking their calling to be disciples, and were going back to the world, cf. Luke 18:28, Acts 1:13,14.)
2.
What do you think caused the disciple to recognize Jesus? (Perhaps he remembered the same miracle Jesus had performed before in Luke 5:4-7, about 3 years before.)

3.
Why do you think Jesus asked the disciples to bring some fish, since He was already preparing fish and bread? (Perhaps to appreciate their efforts by enjoying the fruit of their labour, and also that they might have a share in providing the breakfast for their fellowship together)
APPLICATIONS

1.
Can you go back to your old life and the world if you fail to live up to the calling that God has given you? (Romans 11:29)

2. 
In what ways has Jesus been your help in times of need?

3.
Do you enjoy having fellowship with Jesus (cf. Revelation 3:20; 19:9, and the Lord’s Supper)?

UNIT 68 – Jesus Reinstates Peter (John 21:15-25)

At the end of the breakfast (21:1-14) Jesus talks with Peter. The apostle John is standing nearby

OBSERVATION

1. Who are the disciples mentioned in this passage? (Simon Peter, and John – the disciple whom Jesus loved.)

2. Compare the ‘fire of coals’ mentioned in 21:9 with the one mentioned in 18:16. (Perhaps this fire of coals was designed to bring back the memory of the moment that Peter denied Christ)

3. What are the two main commandments of Jesus found in this passage and how many times are each of them found? (Feed my lambs/sheep – 3 times; Follow Me – 2 times)

A. Challenge (15-19)

1.
What question did Jesus ask three times? Is there any difference between them (“Lovest thou Me?”; only the first question has the additional clause, “more than these”)
Note: In the first two questions the word for love is agapao. In the third question Jesus changed to phileo. Of the two words, agapao is the stronger word for love. In all three replies Peter did not use agapao but phileo. 

4. What differences are there in the replies that Peter gave to the questions? (The third reply emphasized that Jesus knows all things).

Note: In the 1st and 2nd replies the word ‘know’ is oida which implies intellectual knowledge of fact. In the third reply, the word ginosko is used, and it means knowledge gained through experience.

5. What differences are there in the responses that Jesus gave to Peter’s replies? (The first was “Feed my lambs” and the other 2 were “Feed my sheep”)

Note: In the 1st and 3rd responses, the word ‘feed’ is bosko which means to cause animals to eat. In the 2nd response the word ‘feed’ is poimaino which means to shepherd or take care of sheep and goats. 

6. What do the lambs and sheep refer to (cf. John 10:1-28)? (They refer to people who have been saved by Him and thus they now belong to Him.)
7. What did Jesus talk about in vv.18-19 immediately after the three questions and replies? (The future that Peter would have as a result of obeying Him, highlighting the great cost to him.) 
B. Correction (20-25)

1.
What did Peter wish to know? (He wanted to know if John would have to endure the same suffering and death that he would have to endure.)
2.
What was Jesus’ reply to Peter’s inquiry? (Basically – ‘Mind your own business’. Notice that Jesus said, “If I will…”. This shows that it is only a hypothetical and hyperbolical situation. It should not matter to Peter if John’s lot was much better than his own.)

3.
What rumour spread among the brethren concerning John? (That he would not die, cf. Enoch and Elijah. This rumour took the words of Jesus in v.22 as a promise rather than a supposition. Some commentators however believe that the words ‘till I come’ in v.22 was fulfilled when Jesus came to John in a vision to reveal to him the book of Revelation, cf. Rev. 1:10-18)

4.
What do vv.24-25 reveal about the writing of the Gospel of John? (That it was an accurate eyewitness account of John, the disciple whom Jesus loved, but not meant to be a comprehensive account of the life and ministry of Jesus.)
INTERPRETATION

1.
What is the meaning of ‘more than these’ in v.16? (There are at least 3 possible meanings: a. More than Peter loves fishing, b. More than Peter loves the disciples, c. More than the rest of the disciples love Christ. The best of these is c.)
2.
Why did Peter omit to say ‘more than these’ in his reply to Jesus’ question (v.16)? (Having already seen his real self revealed in his denials, Peter was no longer bold enough to say, “Yes, Lord I love you more than these.”)
3.
Why was Peter grieved when Jesus asked him the third question? (a. He realized that the 3 questions were meant to reinstate him from his 3 denials; b. He was upset that Jesus now questioned his love for Him with the same word, phileo, that he used in his earlier replies; c. He wished he could love Jesus more.)

4. Why did Peter emphasise that Jesus knows all things in his replies? (Perhaps he was being very cautious this time not make the mistake of professing to have more love than he really had, cf 13:37, Mark 14:29. He realized that only Jesus could know how much he really loved Him, since He is the omniscient God.)

5. What has Peter’s confessions of love for Jesus got to do with the commands he received to feed His lambs/sheep? (One’s confession of love for Jesus must lead to obedience to His commands, cf. 1 John 2:5, 3:18)

6. What does feeding the lambs/sheep mean in real terms (cf. 1 Peter 5:1-4; Acts 20:27-29)? (Teaching them the Word of God, giving them encouragement, comfort and protection, etc.)

7. Who are the ‘we’ in v.24? (Perhaps it refers to the rest of the apostles, or to the churches that knew John the Apostle personally. They provide certification for John’s Gospel.)

APPLICATIONS

1.
If the Lord were assess your love for Him today, what kind of love would it be found to be?
2. 
Is your love for the Lord shown by obedience to all His commands?

3. Is your obedience to the Lord affected in any way by the different ways He treats you and other disciples (v.23, cf. Matthew 20:1-16)?

4. Would you still follow the Lord if He were to take away all His blessings from you and fill your life with pain and poverty? (cf. Job 13:15a)

5. How have you benefited from this series of studies in the Gospel of John?

NOTES:

Agapao and Phileo

Agapao is the same word "love" that appears in John 3:16. It is used of divine love and usually carries the connotation of will or purpose as well as that of affection. Phileo implies affinity, friendship, and fondness. Both words represent a high aspect of love. Since they are used of both God (3:16; 5:20) and men (14:21; 16:27) in this Gospel, they seem to be interchangeable with no great difference in meaning. Morris maintains that there is no essential difference in meaning between them. On the other hand, a good case can be made for a difference in Jesus' emphasis. There was less doubt concerning Peter's attachment to Jesus than there was concerning his will to love at all costs; and the change of term in Jesus' third question makes his probing of Peter even deeper. If the latter alternative is adopted, it explains better Peter's distress when questioned a third time, since Jesus would not only be challenging his love but would be implying that it was superficial.
What happened to John the Apostle?

He became one of the ‘pillars’ of the Jerusalem church (Galatians 2:9) and later left for Ephesus and was banished to the island of Patmos around AD 95  (Revelation 1:9). There is a tradition recorded in Foxe’s Book of Martyrs that prior to being banished to the island of Patmos, John was put into a cauldron of boiling oil, but escaped death in a miraculous manner.
Polycrates, bishop of Ephesus (ad 190), wrote that John ‘who reclined on the Lord’s breast’, after being ‘a witness and a teacher’ (note the order of the words), ‘fell asleep at Ephesus’. According to Irenaeus, it was at Ephesus that John ‘gave out’ the Gospel, and confuted the heretics, refusing to remain under the same roof as Cerinthus, ‘the enemy of truth’; at Ephesus that he lingered on ‘till the days of Trajan’, who reigned ad 98-117. Jerome also repeats the tradition that John tarried at Ephesus to extreme old age, and records that, when John had to be carried to the Christian meetings, he used to repeat again and again ‘Little children, love one another’.

