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UNIT 9 – Talk with the Samaritan Woman (4:1-15)

Jesus and His disciples leave Judea for Galilee and on the journey through Samaria they stop at Sychar. At noon Jesus converses with a woman at Jacob’s well. (Trace the journey on a map)

OBSERVATION

1. 
How many questions were asked in this passage, and who asked them? (Three questions by the woman, and one request for a drink by Jesus)
A. The Setting (1-6)

1. What was the purpose of Jesus’ going to Galilee? (Probably to avoid conflict with the Pharisees, since more people were being baptized by Him)
2. Why did most Jews traveling from Judea to Galilee avoid passing through Samaria? (4,9) How many times did Jesus pass through Samaria? (Luke 9:52,53; 17:11,12) (The Jews considered the Samaritans as outcasts, but Jesus did not. He went through Samaria at least three times).
3. How is Christ’s humanity demonstrated by this passage? (He was weary after journeying to Samaria under the noonday sun – 6th hour, the Jews reckoned their time from sunrise. He was also thirsty and in need of food. Note: The journey from Judea to Galilee is about 100 km and Sychar is about midway. )
B. Well Water (7-9)

1. How did the conversation begin? (With a simple request by Christ, for a drink.)
2. What did the woman regard Jesus as, in v.9 (cf. 19, 29)? (As a Jew. It was only later on that she regarded him as a prophet, and then as the Messiah.)
3. Why did the woman find Jesus’ request unusual? (Because a Jew would not normally ask a Samaritan for a drink. Many Jewish rabbis in those days would not have cared to carry on a public conversation with a woman – v.27. And they would not allow themselves to be defiled by drinking from a Samaritan pot.)
C. Living Water (10-15)

1. What two things did the woman need to know? (1. The gift of God, and 2. Who it is who was speaking to her) 

2. Where in the conversation after v.10 did the subject of “who” come up? (When the woman questioned whether Jesus was greater than Jacob – see Genesis 33:18-20. Note: Jacob’s well is over 75 feet deep)
3. Where in the conversation did the subject of “gift” come up? (When Jesus mentioned that He alone can give living water.)
4. What response did Jesus get from the woman (15)? (She wanted the gift of living water from Him, but mistook it for actual water.)

INTERPRETATION

1. What is the living water? (cf. Jeremiah 17:13; Zechariah 14:8; John 7:37-39) List all the differences between plain water and living water. (The living water is the Holy Spirit who indwells the believer from the time of conversion and gives him spiritual life. Plain water must be pumped out of the ground with hard work; living water springs naturally out of a believer’s life. Plain water quenches thirst temporarily; living water quenches permanently. Plain water can only wash dirt away; living water washes sins away.)
2. Why will one who drinks living water never thirst after that? (cf. 6:35 (Because it satisfies the soul by quenching the soul’s thirst for the truth, for forgiveness of sins, and for eternal life.)
3. In what ways does this passage bring out the priority of meeting spiritual needs over meeting physical needs? (In Jesus’ desire to witness when he was physically tired; In Jesus’ emphasis to the woman on asking for living water rather than for physical water.)
APPLICATIONS

1. What lessons on witnessing can you learn from this event?

2. What should our attitude to social outcasts be?

3. Why is it good for believers to be reminded of the truth of the humanity of Jesus (cf. Hebrews 2:17,18)?

4. Have you been satisfied by drinking the living water? How can a person today get living water (10)?

NOTES:

The Samaritans

The rivalry between the Jews and the Samaritans originated after the nation was divided and Israel, the northern kingdom (including Samaria), was taken captive to Assyria in 722 B.C. The captors allowed some Jews to remain in the land. These eventually intermarried with Gentiles that were transplanted there (2 Kings 17:24-29 – first mention of “Samaritan”).

Jews returning to Jerusalem under Nehemiah around 445 BC refused the offer of these “half-Jew” Samaritans to help rebuild Jerusalem and the Temple (cf. Ezra 4:1-6). The Samaritans were offended, and started their own religion, changing the Pentateuch to fit their sect (e.g. their temple was on Mt Gerizim instead of Jerusalem).

UNIT 10 – The True Worshippers (4:16-26)
OBSERVATION

1. 
How does the woman regard Jesus in this passage? (As a Jewish Prophet – v.19,20; As the Messiah for both Jews and Samaritans – v.25)

A. Prophet (16-20)

1.
What do you know about the woman from vv.16-18? (She had an immoral lifestyle and had many husbands before)
2.
How could Jesus know all about the woman (cf. 29)? (He is the omniscient God who knows all things, cf. Hebrews 4:13)
3.
Verse 20 is an implied question. What did the woman want to know? (Which is the right place of worship – Mt Gerizim (“this mountain” cf. Deuteronomy 11:29) or Jerusalem? Note: Locate Mt Gerizim on a map in relation to the town of Sychar).

4.
Why do you think she brought up this subject at this time? E.g. was she trying to change the subject of vv,16-18? (Perhaps she was embarrassed by her exposed sins and did not want Jesus to expose more.)
B. Worship (21-24)

1.
What did Jesus teach about the place of worship? (That the worship of God is not limited to any location, as God is omnipresent)
2. What else did Jesus teach about worship? (a. That we must know the God whom we worship, and worship Him according to that knowledge (22). b. That God must be worshipped in spirit, since He is Spirit (24))
Note: Shorter Catechism Question 4: What is God? A. God is a Spirit, infinite, eternal, and unchangeable, in his being, wisdom, power, holiness, justice, goodness, and truth.

C. Messiah (25-26)

1.
What do you think moved the woman to mention the Messiah (25)? (The keen awareness of her need to know Whom she worships. To the Samaritans, the Pentateuch was the only legitimate Word of God. Therefore their concept of the Messiah was based on Deuteronomy 18:15-18 – the Prophet like unto Moses who will teach them all that they need to know.)

2.
Did Jesus claim to be the Messiah? (cf. Mark 14:60-62) (Yes, He did)
INTERPRETATION

1. 
Why, do you think, did Jesus ask the woman to call her husband? (It was proper for Him to do this, since it is not a good for a man to carry on a conversation with a woman unless her husband were present. It was also strategic, because it touched a raw nerve and placed the woman in a dilemma which forced her to admit her spiritual need.)
2.
How is ‘salvation of the Jews’ (22)? (The Jews were the channels of salvation, since God revealed His Word to the world through them (Romans 3:1,2; Psalm 147:19,20), and brought Christ into the world through them.)
APPLICATIONS

1.
How would you react if you met someone who knew every sin you have ever committed?

2. 
Jesus knows everything about us and yet He still loves us and wants to reveal to us the truth that we need to know. How does this affect your life and desire to serve Him?

3.
Do you worship God in spirit and in truth? How?

NOTES:

Samaritan Religion and Rivalry with the Jews

v.22 – "Ye worship ye know not what:…" Jesus was probably alluding to the error of the woman's ancestors, who had accepted a syncretism of foreign deities with the ancestral God of the Jewish faith.

On the return from the Exile, the Jews refused the Samaritans participation with them in the worship at Jerusalem, and the latter separated from all fellowship with them, and built a temple for themselves on Mount Gerizim. This temple was razed to the ground by John Hyrcanus a Jewish king, in 128 B.C. They then built another at Shechem and a system of worship was instituted similar to that of the temple at Jerusalem. 

From the scanty sources available, we learn that between ad 6 and 9 some Samaritans scattered bones in the Jerusalem Temple during a certain Passover. In ad 52 Samaritans massacred a group of Galilean pilgrims at En-gannim, though in the consequent dispute before Claudius, which followed a Jewish reprisal raid, the decision was given in favour of the Jews.

UNIT 11 – Many Samaritans Saved (4:27-42)

At some Samaritans’ request Jesus stayed with them for two extra days.

OBSERVATION

1.
What different names in this passge refer to Jesus? (Woman: “The Christ”; Disciples: “Rabbi”; Samaritans: “The Saviour of the World”)
A. Woman’s Testimony (27-30)

1.
Why do you think the writer include the detail of the waterpot being left behind (28)? (To heighten the sense of the woman’s excitement at having found the Messiah. She was too thrilled to remember to take the pot along.)
2. Compare what the woman was excited about with what the disciples marveled about. (The woman’s excitement was productive – she went about proclaiming Christ; The disciples’ surprise was non-productive – they questioned Christ’s action in their hearts though they did not dare to ask Him.)

3. What was the purpose of the Samaritans in coming out of the city to Jesus (30)? (To investigate the claims of this woman that she had met the Messiah.)
B. Jesus’ Teaching (31-38)

1.
In what way were the disciples in v.33 like the woman in v.15? (Both were thinking only on the physical level, not the spiritual level.)
2. With what did Jesus compare doing God’s will? (Food)

3. List all the agricultural words in this section. (harvest, fields, reap, sow. Perhaps the sight of the crowds of Samaritans coming across the fields to meet Him, inspired Him to use this metaphor. Cf. Matthew 9:37,38)
4. Is Jesus sower, reaper or both? Are the disciples sowers, reapers, or both? (Jesus appears to be the sower and the disciples are the reapers)
Note: “white already to harvest” implies that the grain was already ripe, and must be reaped before it spoils.

C. Samaritans’ Conversion (39-42)

1.
Compare “many…believed” in v.39 with “many more believed” in v.41. Account for the increase. (The first group of ‘many’ were those who came to Christ through the woman. The second group of ‘many more’ were others who came to Christ through those in the first group during the two more days that He stayed there.)
2. 
What does the title “Saviour of the World” mean? (cf. 1 John 4:14) (It means that Jesus is the One who saves all, without distinction of race or rank – not Jews only, but Samaritans and Gentiles as well.)
INTERPRETATION

1.
Do you think the Samaritan woman was genuinely converted? Why? (Yes, she was probably converted, because she not only believed that Jesus is the Messiah, but boldly proclaimed the fact to many others. Her changed  life after this – no longer living in immorality - would confirm whether she was truly converted or not.) 

2. What can we learn about doing God’s will, by the comparison with food that Jesus made? (Just as food is a basic necessity to us, doing God’s will should be regarded as our basic necessity.)

3. Which is better – sowing or reaping? (Both are just as important, and both have the right to rejoice over the harvest. Cf. 1 Corinthians 3:6)
4. How does this passage demonstrate the principle of spiritual multiplication? (2 Timothy 2:2)? (The Gospel was shared with just one soul, but through her, many others were saved, and these in turn may have brought others to Christ.)
APPLICATIONS

1.
How thrilled would you be if you met Jesus face to face?

2. What lessons on witnessing can you learn from the Samaritan woman’s manner of proclaiming the Gospel?

3. If the fields of the world are ripe for harvest, what needs to be done?

4. 
Have you done any sowing or reaping before (spiritually speaking)?

UNIT 12 – Second Miracle in Galilee (4:43-54)

This passage marks the beginning of Jesus’ second year of public ministry. Jesus arrives at Cana of Galilee (What had Jesus done there? – John 2). A nobleman from Capernaum asks Him to heal his critically ill son. (Locate Cana and Capernaum on the map.)

OBSERVATION

1. Which verse tells us what this whole passage is all about? (v.54 – it is the second sign that Jesus performed.)
A. Galilee (43-45)

1.
According to Jesus, what was the normal reaction of Galileans to Him (cf. Matthew 13:54-58, Mark 6:1-6)? (The Galileans did not give Him the honour that He deserved from them as a prophet, since He was from Nazareth in Galilee.)
2. 
Instead of honouring Christ, what did the Galileans do to Him? (They received Him, knowing the miracles He had done in Jerusalem, during the Passover Feast.)
B. Cana (46-50)

1.
Why did the nobleman travel all the way from Capernaum to Cana? (To ask Jesus to come home with him to heal his dying son. Note: the distance was about 30 km, about one day’s journey.)

2.
Why did Christ not go with the nobleman? (To test his faith in Him. Christ does not need to go with him to heal the son.)

3. 
Did the nobleman have to see signs and wonders in order to believe what Jesus said? How was he different from the rest of the Galileans? (No, he believed before seeing the miracle, while they would not believe unless they see miracles.)
C. Capernaum (51-54)

1.
Why did the father inquire about the time when the son began to get better? (He wanted to know if it was really the Word of Jesus that had healed his son.)
2. What was the father’s response after he received their reply? 
(He himself believed and his whole household)

Note: This is the first instance of a whole family believing in Christ in the New Testament. More instances: Acts 16:15,33; 18:8.

INTERPRETATION

1.
In vv.44-45 what is the difference between honouring Christ (44) and receiving Christ (45, cf. 48; 6:61,66)? (Here, the word “received” probably means that they welcomed Jesus as one of their own, and expecting Him to favour them with His miracles. Honouring means believing in Jesus as the Son of Go,d and submitting themselves to His Lordship.)
2. Compare the word “believed” in v.50 and v.53. What is the difference? (The first “believed” was full trust in the power of Jesus to do what He said. The second “believed” was confirmed, proven faith that had experienced the power of Jesus.)

3. What does this miracle teach us about the power of Jesus? (cf. Matthew 8:13; Mark 7:29) (Distance does not limit His power – How great Jesus is!)
APPLICATIONS

1.
Do you need to see a miraculous sign in order to believe in Jesus? 
(cf. 12:37; 20:29; Matthew 12:39; Luke 16:31; Hebrews 11:1)

2. How has your faith in Christ developed from the time you first trusted in Him until now?

3. What comfort is there in knowing that Christ’s power is unlimited?

4. Is God’s plan only for individuals or for families? How does this apply to you?

UNIT 13 – A Lame Man Healed (5:1-15)

John skips over some of the ministry of Christ in Galilee, and picks up the account almost a year later, at the pool of Bethesda, near the sheep gate in the northwest corner of Jerusalem. Try to locate this pool on a map of Jerusalem. This event marks the beginning of conflict between Jesus and the Jews.

OBSERVATION

1. What are the most repeated phrases in this passage? (“made [me/him] whole”-6x; “Take up thy bed and walk” –3x)
A. Waiting (1-4)

1.
What is revealed about the time and place of this event? (It took place at Bethesda pool in Jerusalem, on a Sabbath day (9) during a Jewish feast.)
2.
Who were the people at the pool and what were they waiting for? (They were the paralysed, blind, lame, and those with wasting bodies. They were waiting for the occasional times when the waters in the pool were believed to have healing power when stirred by an angel of the Lord.)
B. Walking (5-9a)

1. What made this particular man’s situation worse than the rest? (He had been paralysed for 38 years, had no one to help him, and could never get into the water on time.)

2. What were the three actions the paralysed man was to carry out? (1. Get up, 2. Take up his bed [a thin mattress] and 3. Walk, unaided)

3. How long did it take for him to do all these? How does this add to the magnitude of this miracle? (It was instantaneous. He did not have to wait for his atrophied muscles to grow back, or go through a long process of physiotherapy and rehabilitation. This clearly shows the mighty power of God whose work of healing is immediate and complete.)

4. Did the man know who Jesus was, at the time of healing? (cf. v.13) And did he expect healing from Jesus? (“No” to both questions. He probably hoped that Jesus would be kind enough to offer help to get him into the pool the next time.)
C. Wondering (9b-13)

1.
How did the man defend himself from the accusation of violating the Sabbath? (He made Jesus responsible for it.)
2. What important point had the Jews missed, and why had they missed it? (A great, unheard-of miracle had just occurred, but they missed the point because of their strict preoccupation with Sabbath keeping.)

3. Why do you think Jesus “conveyed Himself away” (v.13)? (Perhaps because this took place on a Sabbath day and He knew that the religious authorities would be offended by it. Since ‘His hour’ had not yet come (cf. John 2:4), He must avoid coming into open conflict with the Jews.)
D. Witnessing (14-15)

1.
Why did Jesus look for the man? (To minister to his spiritual needs, not only his physical infirmity. Some infer that in this man’s case, his paralysis was judgment from God upon sins he had committed when he was young. Jesus’ healing signified God’s mercy to forgive him and let him start anew – “Go, and sin no more” cf. 8:11)
2.
What did the man do after he found out that it was Jesus who had healed him? (He went and told the authorities.)
INTERPRETATION

1.
Does Christ’s healing us depend on how much faith we have in Him? (No. We notice that the words, “believe” and “faith” are totally absent from this passage.)
2. 
Why did the man tell the Jews that it was Jesus who had made him whole? (There are two ways to interpret this: Either 1. He was so thrilled to have been healed by Jesus that He wanted to witness for Him, not knowing that it would cause Him trouble. Or 2. He was afraid of the authorities because they had  accused him of breaking the Sabbath, so he betrayed Jesus to them.)
APPLICATIONS

1.
Compare the waiting multitudes of sick people at the pool with the waiting multitudes of sinners in the world today. What do they need?

2. 
How can we avoid falling into the error of the Jews, with regard to Sabbath keeping?

NOTES:

The Pool of Bethesda

Bethesda means “House of Mercy”. The traditional location of the pool (discovered in 1856) is beneath the present site of the Church of Saint Anne, on the northwest corner of Jerusalem and near the gate by the sheep market (Nehemiah 3:1). Excavations have shown that it was surrounded by a colonnade on all four sides and down the middle of the pool (i.e. There were two pools), making five porches in all.

The Right Perspective of Sabbath-Keeping 

Besides any labour for gain (e.g. trading and marketing), carrying heavy objects was considered by the Jews to be work not permitted on the Sabbath. According to their traditions, a bed could only be carried if it had a person lying on it.

The fourth commandment is part of the moral law and hence we must keep it. But there is a distinction between the fourth commandment and the regulations for Israel concerning the Sabbath, which is part of the civil law. In these regulations, no cooking, work or traveling could be done. It was even forbidden to gather sticks on the Sabbath. Violations of the Sabbath were punishable with death (Exodus 35:2,3). These extra regulations concerning the sabbath day are not part of the fourth commandment itself, but are meant only for Israel as a theocracy. Like circumcision, the keeping of these regulations were meant to be a sign of the covenant between God and Israel (Exodus 31:13-17; Ezekiel 20:12,20). 

When we keep the fourth commandment we must be careful not to become legalistic about the Lord’s day, like the Orthodox Jews. The moral law concerning the sabbath does not require us to do all of these things. Christ gave a very important principle “The sabbath was made for man, and not man for the sabbath:” (Mark 2:27). This means that the sabbath was not created for its own sake. It was not designed to put man in a straight jacket. It was designed for man’s good – to provide rest for labour and opportunity for worship. Christ also showed that there are three exceptions to the observance of doing no work on the Sabbath: 

a) 
Works of Necessity: e.g. Preparing or cooking food necessary to eat (Mark 2:23-27); Watering one’s cattle (Luke 13:15); Carrying personal belongings home (John 5:8).

b) 
Works of Mercy: Healing the sick, saving lives and doing good to others (Mark 3:1-5); Rescuing animals (Matt 12:11; Luke 14:5).

c)
Works of  Service to God: Full-time servants of God (Matt 12:5)
UNIT 14 – The Son’s Authority From The Father (5:16-29)

Jesus is still in Jerusalem, and the Jewish leaders are trying to kill Him. He uses the confrontation as an opportunity to teach them about Himself and His mission.

OBSERVATION

1. What are the key words in this passage? 
(“work(s)” – 3x; “life” – 5x; “hear” – 4x)
A. Jews & Jesus (16-18)

1.
Why were the Jews persecuting and seeking to slay Jesus? 
(They were angry that He had healed on the Sabbath day)
2. What caused them to try all the harder to kill Him? (They regarded His claim of equality with God as a blasphemous claim, worthy of death.) 

3. How did Jesus claim to be equal with God? 
(By saying that God was His father, and that He works together with Him.) 

B. Father & Son (19-24)

1.
List all the ways in which the Son is shown to be equal to the Father. (The Son does whatever the Father does (19); The Father loves the Son and shows Him all that He does (20); The Son gives life, just like the Father (21); The Father gives all judgement to the Son (22); Those who honour the Father must also honour the Son (23); Eternal life comes from hearing the Word of the Son and believing the Father (24).)
2. 
How is v.24 an invitation? 
(It beckons people to be saved from judgment and to have eternal life.)

C. The Evil & The Good (25-29)

1.
What are the titles of Jesus in this passage and what work is associated with each of them? (The Son of God – authority to raise the dead to life; The Son of Man – authority to execute judgement, cf. Daniel 7:13,14)

2.
How many resurrections are there, according to v.29? 
(Two – The resurrection of life, and the resurrection of damnation, cf. Acts 24:15; Revelation 20:6,13)
INTERPRETATION

1.
Note the keyword “work(eth).” What works was Christ referring to? (cf. the preceding passage. (He was probably referring to His miracles – i.e. supernatural work, that only He and God the Father can do. E.g. Healing of the paralytic in 5:1-15)

2. What are the “greater works than these” in v.20 referring to? (Probably his later miracles, like feeding the 5,000, raising Lazarus from the dead, and His own resurrection)

3. Why did Jesus  use the 3rd person (“He”) to refer to Himself in verses 19b-23 and 25-29 instead of the 1st person (“I” “Me” “My”)? (Because the use of the third person is more effective in defending His Sonship against the Jews’ allegations that He was claiming equality with God. The issue would be more likely to be seen objectively. In v.24 however, He reverted to using the first person because He was issuing a personal invitation to sinners to believe in Him.)

4. How is our sonship different from Christ’s Sonship? (We who have received Christ have become sons of God by adoption and God’s work in us. But Christ’s sonship is quite different from ours. He is not adopted, but already had a unique relationship with God the Father from eternity past.)

5. Why is life-giving associated with the title, “Son of God” while executing judgement is associated with the title, “Son of Man.”? (Being the Son of Man, Jesus is qualified to judge humanity because He belongs to it. Being the Son of God, Jesus has authority to give life, because God is the source of all life.)

6. Is v.29 teaching that salvation is by good works? (No, because it would then conflict with v.24. cf. John 6:28,29)
APPLICATIONS

1.
How important is the doctrine of Christ’s deity? 

2.
How can v.24 help to give a new believer assurance of his salvation? When does he possess eternal life?

3. 
How should the truth about the two resurrections in v.29 affect the way we live now?

UNIT 15 – Witnesses to Jesus Rejected (5:30-47)

This passage concludes Jesus’ discourse to the Jewish leaders at Jerusalem who were trying to kill Him because He claimed to be equal with God.

OBSERVATION

1. 
List the important keywords in this passage. (“Witness(eth)” – 8x; “Believe” –6x; “Father” –5x; “sent” – 5x)

2.
What are the things that Jesus did not receive? (Testimony from man – 34; Honour from men – 41)
A. Witness (30-40)

1.
List all the witnesses of Jesus given in this passage, and arrange them in order of importance. (The Father – 37; The Scriptures – 39 [including Moses’ writings – 45-47]; The works of Jesus – 36; John the Baptist –32-35)

2. Did the Jews accept these witnesses to Jesus? Why? (No – 38,40 - Because they did not keep God’s Word in their hearts. They reject Jesus because they had rejected the Word of God. cf. 12:42,43)

3. How long did the Jews accept the witness of John the Baptist? (only for a season, 35)
B. Glory (41-44)

1.
What additional reasons are given here why the Jews did not accept Jesus? (They did not have the love of God in them – 42; They sought honour from one another and not from God – 44)
C. Moses (45-47)

1.
What additional reason is given here why the Jews did not accept Jesus? (They did not believe all that Moses wrote, even though they trust in him – 45,46)
2. 
Did the Jews trust in Moses? Did they believe his writings? (Trust – yes; believe – no)
INTERPRETATION

1.
v.37 – How did the Father bear witness to the Son while Jesus was on earth? (see Matthew 3:16,17; Luke 9:35; John 12:28-30; Acts 17:31)

2. v.42 – Is the ‘love of God’ here referring to God’s love for them or their love for God? (It probably refers to their love for God – cf. Deuteronomy 6:5 – since v.44 tells us that they preferred honour from others rather than honour from God.)

3. What is the difference between trusting in Moses and believing in his writings? (Trusting in him implies putting their hopes in Moses to save them; Believing in his writings means giving full credibility to it that leads to obedience)
APPLICATIONS

1.
What is your basis for accepting Jesus Christ as your personal Lord and Saviour?

2. How can you avoid falling into the error of the Jews who rejected Christ?

3. Should you seek honour from God or from men? 

4. Can a person trust in Jesus to save him and yet not fully believe His Word?

NOTES:

The Writings of Moses which testify of Christ 

v.39,46 The following are some passages that Christ may have been referring to, from the writings of Moses alone (i.e. the Pentateuch):

A.
Allusions and Titles referring to Christ:

1.
Gen 3:15



2.
Gen 18:25 (c.f. Jn 5:22)


3.
Gen 22:18 (c.f. Gal 3:16)


4.
Gen 49:10


5.
Num 24:17-19

6.
Deut 18:18-19 (c.f. Acts 3:22-26)


7.
Deut 21:23 (c.f. Gal 3:14)


8.
Deut 32:4,15,818 (c.f. 1 Cor 10:4)

B.
Types of Christ:

1.
Noah (1 Peter 3:18-20)

2.
Melchizedek (Heb 6:20-7:3; Psalm 110:4)

3.
Isaac (Gen 22)

4.
Joseph (Gen 45:7)


5.
The Passover Lamb (Exo 12:3 c.f. John 1:29)

6.
Manna (Exo 16:4, c.f. Jn 6:48-51)

7.
The Tabernacle Veil (Heb 10:20)


8.
The Brazen Serpent (Num 21-4-9 c.f. Jn 3:14,15)

D.
Theophanies:

1.
Gen 18:1,2,13 (c.f. Jn 8:56)

2.
Gen 32:24-30

UNIT 16 – Feeding the Five Thousand (6:1-15)

Jesus and His disciples have withdrawn to a mountain near Bethsaida (Luke 9:10) northeast of the Sea of Galilee (look up on a map). A multitude surrounds them, numbering 5,000 men plus women and children (see Matthew 14:21). It is around the end of Jesus’ second year of public ministry (cf. John 5:1 and 6:4)

OBSERVATION

1. 
Which verses in the passage have the word “miracle” in them? How do these verses relate to the overall purpose of the Gospel of John, as given in 20:30,31? (v.2 and v.14. They demonstrate how the signs that Jesus performed must lead to a conclusion about His identity, and ultimately to believing in Him)
A. The Curious Multitude (1-4)

1.
Why did Jesus take His disciples up to the mountain? (cf. Mark 6:7-12,30-34) (He brought them there for a time of rest, after they had been sent out by Him to preach.)
2.
What Feast was at hand? What connection does this feast have with the miracle that Jesus performed in this passage? (The Passover, v.4. One of the features of this feast was the eating of unleavened bread – Deuteronomy 16:2-8, cf. John 6:51) 

B. The Hungry Multitude (5-10)

1.
Compare the responses of Philip and Andrew. (Philip focused on the magnitude of the problem, and Andrew focused on seeking solutions to the problem)
Note: v.7 - 200 penny worth of bread = 8 months’ wages, since one penny (a denarius) was a day’s wage for an unskilled labourer. Assuming that a labourer in Singapore would earn about S$20 a day, the amount needed to feed the multitude would be about S$4,000. 

If there were 5,000 men, the crowd would be about 10,000 when the women and children are included. Therefore each person would receive about 40 cents worth of bread! Compare this with the boy’s lunch – 5 barley loaves and two small fishes.

C. The Full Multitude (11-13)

1.
How do these verses bring out the magnitude of this miracle? (1. Everyone there ate until they were full. 2. The leftovers filled 12 baskets. I.e. there was more than enough food for 10,000 people!)

2. 
What part did the disciples have in the miracle? (They distributed the loaves and fish which Jesus broke to the people).
D. The Amazed Multitude (14-15)

1.
 What was Jesus trying to avoid? (Being made king by the people)
2. 
Why did Jesus go into the mountain alone? (see Mark 6:45,46) (To pray)
INTERPRETATION

1.
Why did the people want to make Jesus their king? (Because they now recognized Him as their Messiah, which they had hoped for, thinking that the Messiah would deliver them from the Romans.)
2. 
What do you think was the reason that Jesus went up the mountain to pray alone? (Perhaps He was reminded of His need to prepare for his purpose of coming to earth as the Messiah then – not to reign yet, but to die on the cross for sinners.)
APPLICATIONS

1.
What does the gathering of food fragments teach us? (That we should not waste anything, even when we experience abundant blessings from God)
2. 
Why do Christian workers need periods of rest and extended prayer? What do you do for spiritual rest and refreshment?

