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UNIT 33 – The Healed Man Believes (John 9:24-41)

OBSERVATION

1.
Identify the main speakers in this passage. 
(The Pharisees; The Healed Man; Jesus Christ)
2.
How many times do the words “sinner” or “sin(s)” occur, and who do they refer to? (Six times altogether: Twice in the accusation made against Jesus – vv.24,25; Once in the blind man’s answer about all men – v.31; Once in the derision of the Pharisees against the blind man – v.34; Twice in Jesus’ evaluation of the Pharisees – v.41)
3.
What are the kinds of blindness found in this passage? 
(Physical blindness of the man – v.25; Spiritual blindness of the Pharisees– v.39-41)
4.
What are the kinds of disciples found in this passage? 
(Disciples of Jesus – v.27; Disciples of Moses – v.28b)
A. Expulsion (24-34)

1.
What did the Pharisees want the blind man to do (24)? (They wanted him to attribute his healing to Go,d and not give Jesus any credit for it, since to them, Jesus was a Sabbath-breaker and could not possibly have healed him.)
2. 
What did the healed man not know, and when did he change his mind on this? (He did not know whether Christ was a sinner or not. He changed His mind in v.31-33 where he reasoned that Christ could not be a sinner, if He was able to heal him.)

3.
What did the Pharisees not know (29) and what did the Healed man teach them about this (33)? (They did not know where Jesus comes from. The healed man taught them that what Jesus did proves that He is from God.)

4.
On what grounds did the Pharisees expel the blind man (v.34 cf. v.22)?
(For claiming that Jesus is from God, i.e. He is the Christ)
B. Conversion (35-38)

1.
What was Jesus’ main concern for the man? 
(That the healed man should now come to believe in the Son of Man)

2. What was the man’s deep desire? (He wanted to know who the Son of Man is, so that He may put his full trust in Him)

3. Do you think that the healed man recognized Jesus as the one who had healed him? How? (He probably recognized Him by His voice.)
4. Compare what the healed man called Jesus with what he had called in vv.11,17,33,38. (“A Man that is called Jesus”; “a prophet”; “a man of God”; “Lord”)
C. Judgment (39-41)

1.
Compare the response of the Pharisees to the response of the Healed man in vv.35-38. (The Pharisees refused to accept the word of Jesus that they were blind. In contrast, the blind Man was most willing to accept the word of Jesus and he even worshipped Him.)
2. 
Why did Jesus come into the world? (v.39 – for judgment)
INTERPRETATION

1.
Which blindness is worse – physical or spiritual? (In this passage, spiritual blindness is shown to be much worse because it has eternal consequences.)
2.
What does it mean to believe in Jesus according to vv.35-38?
(To surrender oneself to Him and worship Him.)

3.
How do we reconcile the judgment mentioned in v.39 with what Jesus said in John 3:17? (Jesus did not come to bring immediate divine punishment on the world – that will be done at His second coming. The judgment that He speaks about in 9:39 means that He is made the basis for the  judgment of men – those who are enlightened by His word and believe it will be saved, while those who reject His word because they think they already ‘see’ will be condemned.
APPLICATIONS

1.
How would you respond to threats of being expelled from society for believing in Christ?

2. 
How can you be more like the healed man and less like the Pharisees?

NOTES:

Excommunication from the Synagogue

(See also John 12:42; 16:2)

In Jewish society excommunication meant isolating a person from his family and friends and debarring him from employment.

The synagogue served a threefold purpose of worship, education and government of the civil life of the community. Subject to the law of the land, the synagogue had its own government (Jos., Ant. 19. 291). The congregation was governed by elders who were empowered to exercise discipline and punish members. Punishment was by scourging and excommunication.

The practice of excommunication in the church was developed from this, but the purpose was for the ultimate welfare of the one excommunicated (see 1 Corinthians 5:1-5).

UNIT 34 – The Good Shepherd (10:1-13)

The setting is Jerusalem. Jesus is probably still talking to the people of the previous chapter, which includes the Pharisees, the healed man and his parents.

OBSERVATION

1.
What are the two key “I ams” of this passage? 
(“I am the door of the sheep” – vv.7,9; “I am the good shepherd” – vv.11,14)

A. Parable (1-6)

1.
What contrast does vv.1,2 make between the thief and the shepherd? (The contrast is in the way they come into the sheepfold. The shepherd comes legitimately, by the door, while the thief comes illegitimately, over the wall)
2.
What contrast does vv.3,4 make between the stranger and the shepherd? (The contrast is in the response of the sheep to them. They recognize their shepherd and follow him readily, but flee from the stranger because they do not recognize him.)

3.
What impression did the parable make on the people? 
(They did not understand it.) 

B. Door (7-9)

1.
Whom does Jesus identify as the thieves and robbers? 
(All who came before Him)

2.
What are the three results of entering through Christ? 
(1. He shall be saved; 2. He shall go in and out; 3. He shall find pasture. Cf. John 14:6)
C. Good Shepherd (10-11)

1.
Compare the two sets of motives in v.10. (The thief’s motives are to steal, kill and destroy the sheep. The good shepherd’s motives are to give His sheep life, and give it abundantly- cf. Psalm 23:5b – “My cup runneth over”.)
2. 
What does the Good shepherd have to do in order to give His sheep abundant life? (He has to give up His own life.)

D. Hireling (12-13)

1.
Why does the hireling flee when he sees the wolf coming? (Because the sheep do not belong to him and his own safety is more important to him than the safety of the sheep.)

2.
How does the wolf destroy the sheep? (It catches and scatters them.)
INTERPRETATION

1.
What has this passage got to do with the previous one? (Jesus is comparing His ministry to the healed man, to the care of a shepherd for his sheep. The Pharisees claimed to be the spiritual shepherds of Israel, but they had treated the sheep shamefully by excommunicating him simply for opposing them. Thus they proved themselves to be more like the thieves, robbers, strangers and hirelings in the passage.)
2. 
Who do you think the porter in v.2 represents? (Perhaps John the Baptist, who was the forerunner of Christ and the one who introduced Him to the sheep)

3.
Whom do you think Jesus had in mind when He spoke v.8? (He may have been referring to the false Messiahs and supposed delivers that appeared in Israel shortly before His time. Others suggest that he was referring to the religious leaders of Israel who only coveted power and influence and did not mind using violence to serve their purposes.)

4.
Whom do you think Jesus had in mind when he spoke about the hireling in v.12? (Perhaps the Pharisees and other hostile religious leaders who cared more for themselves than for God’s people.)
APPLICATIONS

1.
What needs do you have that the Good Shepherd has met?

2. 
What blessings have you experienced in the abundant life that Christ gives?

NOTES:

Sheep Rearing

This passage is based on the sheep-rearing practices in Israel:

The sheepfold was usually a rough stone or mud-brick structure, only partially roofed, if covered at all, or very often a cave in the hills. It had only one opening through which the sheep could pass when they came in for the night. The sheepfold served for the protection of the sheep against thieves and wild beasts.

When the sheep returned to the fold at night after a day of grazing, the shepherd stood in the doorway of the pen and inspected each one as it entered. If a sheep were scratched or wounded by thorns, the shepherd anointed it with oil to facilitate healing; if the sheep were thirsty, he gave them water. After all the sheep had been counted and brought into the pen, the shepherd lay down across the doorway so that no intruder--man or beast--could enter without his knowledge. The shepherd became the door.

A sheepfold frequently held several flocks; and when the time came to go out to morning pasture, each shepherd separated his sheep from the others by his peculiar call.

This shepherd-sheep metaphor was not new in the Scriptures (cf. Psalm 23; 79:13; 95:7; 100:3; Ezekiel 34:31). God is the Shepherd of Israel (Psalm 80:1; Isaiah 40:10,11). Israel’s kings and leaders were sometimes described as shepherds (Isaiah 56:11; Jeremiah 23:4; 25:34-36; 50:6; Ezekiel 34:2-10). The Messiah is also called a shepherd (Ezekiel 34:23). The metaphor is also used by other NT writers (Acts 20:28; Hebrews 13:20; 1 Peter 2:25; 5:1-4).

UNIT 35 – One Flock (10:14-21)

OBSERVATION

1.
List the keywords in this passage. (“Father” – 4 x; “know” – 4 x)
A. One Flock (14-18)

1.
What do vv.14,15 teach us about the relationship between Christ and His people? (That they share an intimate relationship which is comparable to the relationship between God the Father and God the Son, cf. Matthew 11:27)
2. 
What does the Good Shepherd do for the other sheep? 
(He brings them to the rest of His sheep to become part of His great flock.)

B. Divided Jews (19-21)

1.
What were the reactions of the Jews? 
(Some concluded that Jesus must be demon-possessed and mad. Others questioned this conclusion.)

2.
What were the two reasons given by the other Jews, for not accepting the conclusion that some Jews made about Jesus in v.20? (1. The words that Jesus spoke are not what a demon-possessed person would speak; 2. A demon-possessed person would not be able to heal a blind man.)
INTERPRETATION

1.
Who are the “other sheep” in v.16? (They are probably the Gentiles whom Christ would send His disciples to in Matthew 28:19,20, cf. Romans 1:16; Ephesians 2:11-16)
2. 
What do vv.17,18 imply about the death of Christ? (That His death was ultimately planned by Himself, and was not the result of the schemes of evil men, cf. Matthew 26:53,54)

3.
Why did the words of Jesus in vv.17,18 cause some Jews to think that He was demon possessed or mad? (Because as long as they believed that Jesus is just a man and not God Himself, what He said did not make sense. No man can lay down his own life and take it up again.) 

APPLICATIONS

1.
How well do you know Jesus (v.14)? How can you improve on this?

2.
Are you willing to lay down your life for others? (cf. 1 John 3:16)

3. 
Are you involved in bringing the other sheep to the fold? (v.16)

UNIT 36 – Unbelief of the Jews (10:22-39)

It is winter time (December) during the 8-day feast of Dedication. Jesus is in the Temple, in Solomon’s Porch. The Jews challenge Jesus again to claim that He is the Messiah.

OBSERVATION

1.
How does the confrontation between Jesus and the Jews begin and end? (It begins with a question put to Jesus, and ends with an attempt to stone and  arrest Him)
A. My Sheep (22-30)

1.
What was the tone of the Jews’ question (v.24)? (They were demanding Him to make a claim of Messiahship. They did not seem to be interested in following Him – cf. 9:36, but rather to make Him incriminate Himself so that they could use His words against Him.)
2. Why was their question unreasonable (v.25)? (Because Jesus had already told them many times before, cf. 5:17,18; 8:24,56-58)

3. List all the things that Jesus does for His sheep. (1. He knows them; 2. He gives them eternal life; 3. He keeps them in His hand)
4. List all the ways that the sheep respond to or benefit from Jesus. (1. They hear His voice; 2. They follow Him; 3. They will never perish)
B. My Father’s Works (31-39)

1.
 How did the Jews justify their intention to stone Jesus? (They claimed that He was guilty of blasphemy when He claimed to be God, cf. Leviticus 24:16; 1 Kings 21:10.) 

2.
How did Jesus expose their error? (By quoting from the Scriptures in Psalm 82:6, and showing that in a certain sense, human judges can be called ‘gods’, without committing blasphemy. Thus they cannot find fault with Him for claiming to be the Son of God, especially since this claim is proven by His works.)
INTERPRETATION

1.
Why did the Jews continue to reject Jesus? (Because they were not His sheep. I.e. they needed a change of nature. cf. 6:37,44; Matthew 16:16,17)
2. 
Why did Jesus tell the Jews so much about the security of His sheep? (Perhaps to warn them of the perilous situation they were in, since they were not His sheep.)
3.
What did Jesus mean when He said, “I and My Father are One” (v.30)? (He meant that He and the Father were united in nature – and not just in purpose, as JWs claim – and thus, He is God. )

4.
What did Jesus mean when He said, “the Father is in me, and I in him” (v.38)? (He meant that He shared a special intimate relationship with the Father which enables Him to represent and reveal the Father to the world, cf. 14:10,20; 17:21-23)

5.
Did Jesus oblige the Jews’ request to plainly tell them that He is the Christ? (Yes, in v.36, when He said that He is the Son of God. This is a recognized Messianic term, cf. Psalm 2:7; Matthew 16:16)
APPLICATIONS

1.
What assurance of salvation do you have from this passage?

NOTES:

Eternal Security of the Believer (vv.28,29)

This verse is one of the proof texts for the doctrine of the eternal security of the believer. “Once saved, always saved”. Westminster Confession of Faith, Chapter 17:

Paragraph 1: “They, whom God hath accepted in His Beloved, effectually called and sanctified by His Spirit, can neither totally nor finally fall away from the state of grace; but shall certainly persevere therein to the end, and be eternally saved.”

Phil. 1:6; 2 Pet. 1:10; John 10:28,29; 1 John 3:9; 1 Pet. 1:5,9.

Paragraph 2:  This perseverance of the saints depends not upon their own free will, but upon the immutability of the decree of election, flowing from the free and unchangeable love of God the Father; upon the efficacy of the merit and intercession of Jesus Christ; the abiding of the Spirit, and of the seed of God within them; and the nature of the covenant of grace: from all which ariseth also the certainty and infallibility thereof.

2 Tim. 2:18,19; Jer. 31:3. Heb. 10:10,14; Heb. 13:20,21; Heb. 9:12-15; Rom. 8:33-39; John 17:11,24; Luke 22:32; Heb. 7:25. John 14:16,17; 1 John 2:27; 1 John 3:9. Jer. 32:40. John 10:28; 2 Thess. 3:3; 1 John 2:19. 

Paragraph 3:  Nevertheless, they may, through the temptations of Satan and of the world, the prevalency of corruption remaining in them, and the neglect of the means of their preservation, fall into grievous sins; and, for a time, continue therein: whereby they incur God's displeasure, and grieve His Holy Spirit, come to be deprived of some measure of their graces and comforts; have their hearts hardened, and their consciences wounded; hurt and scandalize others, and bring temporal judgments upon themselves. 

Matt. 26:70,72,74. Ps. 51:(title), 14. Isa. 64:5,7,9; 2 Sam. 11:27. Eph. 4:30. Ps. 51:8,10.12; Rev. 2:4; Cant. 5:2,3,4,6. Isa. 63:17; Mark 6:52; Mark 16:14. Ps. 32:3,4; Ps. 51:8. 2 Sam. 12:14. Ps. 89:31,32; 1 Cor. 11:32. 

UNIT 37 – The Death of Lazarus (10:40-11:16)

Jesus crosses the river Jordan to Perea, and goes to the area of John the Baptist’s earlier ministry. Word reaches Him from Bethany that Lazarus, the brother of Mary and Martha, is sick. (Look up Perea and Bethany on a map.)

OBSERVATION

1.
How is this passage connected to the preceding one? (By the contrast of the Jews in Jerusalem to the people of Perea. The former did not believe in Jesus and even tried to stone Him, but the later turned to him in large numbers and believed in Him.)
A. Beyond the Jordan (10:40-42)

1.
Where was Jesus located? (Cf. 1:28) (At Bethabara, which was on the east of the Jordan, approximately 37 km from Bethany. It would take more than a day to travel this distance. Perea was the domain of Herod Antipas, where the rulers of Jerusalem had no authority and would not be able to harm Him.)
2. 
What do you think He was doing there? (Probably preaching and doing more miracles, since many people were going to Him, and they mentioned miracles in v.41)
B. Glory (11:1-4)

1.
What is described of this Mary? (She was from the town of Bethany and who had anointed Jesus’ feet with ointment and wiped them with her own hair, cf. 12:2,3.)

2.
Did the sisters ask Jesus to come and heal Lazarus? (No, they just informed Him that Lazarus was sick, and left Him to decide what He would do although they may have hoped that He would come and heal Lazarus, cf. v.21)

3.
What was the purpose of Lazarus’ sickness? 
(To glorify God and His Son, cf. 9:2,3. To provide the opportunity for Christ to raise Him up from the dead.)
C. Light (5-10)

1.
How did Jesus show His love for Mary, Martha and Lazarus in this event? (By going to them, despite the risk of being arrested and stoned by the Jews of Jerusalem, cf. 10:11)
2. 
Could Jesus have healed Lazarus without going to Bethany (cf. 4:46-50)? (Yes, He had healed the nobleman’s son without even going to see him.)

3.
How did Jesus answer the question the disciples asked Him? (By mentioning the little time that He had left to shine as the Light of the World, cf. 8:12; 9:4,5; 12:35)
D. Sleep (11-16)

1.
What was Lazarus’ state? (He was dead. Sleep was a known euphemism for death, e.g. 1 Kings 2:10; Acts 7:60; Acts 13:36; 1 Corinthians 11:30; 15:6,20. Note: The doctrine of “soul sleep” is excluded by passages like Luke 16:19-31 and 2 Corinthians 5:8)
2.
Did Jesus say that He would bring Lazarus back from the dead? 
(Yes, He did, by saying that He is going to wake him out of sleep.)

3.
What did Thomas say and why? (He said, “Let us also go, that we may die with Him.” He probably expected Jesus to be arrested and executed, and that the disciples would have to suffer with Him, cf. v.8. His response showed the fear of the disciples to face the intense opposition of the Jews. Note: Didymus means “twin”)
INTERPRETATION

1.
What did Jesus mean in v.4 when He said, “This sickness is not unto death”? (He did not mean that Lazarus was not going to die, since in v.14 He knew that he had died. He meant that Lazarus was not going to remain in the state of death.)
2. 
Why did Jesus stay for another two days before going to Lazarus? (Probably because He wanted to raise Lazarus after he had been dead for a longer time, and thus increase the impact of the miracle. Note: Lazarus may have already died by the time the messenger reached Jesus in Perea to inform him of the sickness.)
APPLICATIONS

1.
Can God be glorified in your sickness? (cf. Romans 8:28)

2. 
Why does God sometimes delay the answer our prayers? 

NOTES:

A. The Family of Mary, Martha and Lazarus

This family that Jesus loved came from Bethany (which means “House of Dates” or “House of Misery”), a village about 4 km from Jerusalem on the road to Jericho (and 2 km east of the summit of the Mount of Olives). Jesus and His disciples found good hospitality in this home and often stayed in it whenever they came to Jerusalem.

1. Martha

She was the elder sister of Mary, and probably the wife (or widow) of Simon the Leper, in whose house Mary anointed Jesus with perfume (Matthew 26:6-13 cf. John 12:2-8). In Luke 10:38-42 Martha is gently rebuked by Christ for her impatience with Mary, and her excessive concern for the practical details of the meal (v. 40). She was no less devoted to Jesus than Mary (cf. her faithful response to the Lord recorded at John 11:27), but she failed to see the way of receiving him, which would please him most—‘one thing is needful’ that is, to sit at His feet and listen to Him teach the things of God.

2. Mary

She anointed Jesus with perfume (not to be confused with another woman who was sinful and who also anointed Jesus, in the house of Simon the Pharisee. Luke 7:36-50) and sat at his feet to listen to Him.

We should not confuse her with Mary the mother of Jesus, or with Mary Magdalene (from whom the Lord had cast out seven demons, Luke 8:2), or with Mary the mother of James and Joses (Matthew 27:56), or with Mary the mother of John Mark (Who had a house in Jerusalem, Acts 12:12).

3. Lazarus

The present day village of Bethany bears his name in Arabic (el-Azariyeh). He appears in the Gospel story, not because of any shining qualities in his personality nor because of any resounding achievement, but solely because of the amazing miracle that was wrought upon him. His resurrection made such a great impact that the chief priests plotted to kill him (John 12:10,11)

We should not confuse him with Lazarus the poor beggar of Luke 16:20, who was not allowed to return from the dead (vv.27-31).

UNIT 38 – Jesus Comforts Lazarus’ Sisters (11:17-37)

Jesus arrives at the outskirts of Bethany when He meets Martha.

OBSERVATION

A. Martha & Jesus (17-27)

1.
How long had Lazarus been dead and why is this significant? (He had been dead for about four days. The Jews always bury their dead on the day of death. After four days all hope of resuscitation would be gone, as the process of decay would have started.)
2. 
What faith did Martha express, in vv.21, 22, 24 and 27? (1. Faith in Christ’s healing power; 2. Faith in Christ’s Word; 3. Faith in God’s Word concerning the resurrection of the saints; 4. Faith in Jesus as the Messiah.)

3.
Did Jesus tell Martha that He would raise Lazarus from the tomb at this time? (Yes, in v.23 – “Thy brother shall rise again.” )

5. What was Martha’s response (v.24)? (She thought that He was saying that Lazarus will rise eventually with the rest of the saints, cf. Daniel 12:2; Job 19:26,27; Isaiah 26:19; Hosea 13:14. She may not have understood that Lazarus was going to rise immediately.)

B. Martha & Mary (28-31)

1.
What do you learn about Mary from this paragraph? (She was very grieved at her brother’s death, and probably weeping, since the Jews came to comfort her. But she was still eager to see Jesus when she heard that He had come.)
C. Mary & Jesus (32-36)

1.
Compare the way Jesus responded to Mary in v.33-35 with the way that He responded to Martha in v.23. (Jesus offered words of comfort to Martha, but to Mary He showed sympathy by weeping and going to the tomb, cf. Romans 12:15.)
2. 
What were the comments made by the Jews about Jesus? (They saw Him weeping and this made them comment on how much He loved for Lazarus. But some of them were wondering why Jesus had allowed Lazarus to die, if He really loved him.)

3.
What does v.37 reveal about the impact of Christ’s earlier miracle? (Even though the healing of the man born blind had taken place several months earlier, it was still well remembered by the Jews, cf. 9:1-38.)
INTERPRETATION

1. 
What are the kinds of death mentioned by Jesus in vv.25,26? (physical death – “…though he were dead”; spiritual death – “shall never die”)

2.
What was the purpose of Jesus asking Martha, “Believest thou this?” in v.26 (cf. 9:35; 14:10)? (He was inviting her to place her trust in Him. Note: This gives scriptural warrant for making an invitation to listeners in gospel presentations.)

3.
Why did Jesus respond differently to Mary and Martha? (Perhaps it was because of their different needs. Martha needed verbal assurance and she was in the right frame of mind to receive it. Mary was too emotional to receive words of comfort and needed sympathy and compassion.)

4. 
Why did Jesus ‘groan in the spirit’ (v.33) and weep (v.35)? (Out of compassion for Mary and Martha. Perhaps also to express His resentment over what pain and suffering sin and death has caused to mankind, cf. Hebrews 4:15.)
APPLICATIONS

1.
Should you be afraid of death? Why? (cf. Hebrews 2:14,15)

2. 
What can you learn from Jesus about how to comfort people who are grieving?

UNIT 39 – Jesus Raises Lazarus (11:38-46)

Jesus comes to the tomb where Lazarus is buried. The burial place was a chamber cut in limestone rock and closed by a stone laid over the entrance (Just like the tomb where Jesus would be laid later on).
OBSERVATION

1.
List all the ones Jesus spoke to in this passage. (1. The people who were at the tomb – vv.39,44; 2. Martha –v.40; 3. God the Father – vv.41,42; 4. The dead Lazarus – v.43)
2.
How many times does the word “believe” occur in the passage, and what do they reveal? (Three times – vv.40, 42, 45. In v.40 “believe” is made a condition for seeing the glory of God. In v.42, it is the purpose for Christ’s public utterance and action of raising Lazarus. In v.45 it is the result of the miracle that the people witnessed.)
3.
What to you think were the emotions felt by Mary, Martha and the Jews in this passage? (At first they were probably sorrowful and grieving, then upset – about exposing the dead body, then surprised and amazed – at the miracle, and finally joyful and thankful – at seeing Lazarus alive again.)
A. Preparation (38-42)

1.
How did Jesus reply to what Martha said? (He reminded her of what He had said to her earlier in v.4 – probably through the messenger who had brought the news of Lazarus’ illness – and reminded her to keep trusting in Him, cf. v.26)
2. 
What did Jesus pray before performing this miracle, and why? (He thanked God for already answering Him – i.e. the miracle was as good as done. Only the Son of God can pray like that, without appearing to be presumptuous. The prayer and miracle that followed it together prove that Jesus is truly the Son of God.)
B. Event (43-44)

1. What did Jesus do to raise Lazarus from the dead? 
(He simply told the dead to come forth, cf. Luke 7:14; Mark 5:41)

2. What features of this miracle demonstrate Christ’s power? (A decomposing body restored to life; Lazarus was healed of the sickness that he died from, and strong enough to get up and walk out of the tomb unaided despite not having eaten nor drunk anything for 4 days, and completely bound hand and foot with graveclothes.)

C. Effects (45-46)

1.
What were the two effects of this miracle? 
(1. Many Jews believed in Jesus; 2. Some reported it to the Pharisees)
INTERPRETATION

1.
This miracle is the last of the seven signs (miracles) given in the book. What can you conclude about this event? (It is meant to be the climactic sign of all signs, because of it displays the triumph and power of Christ over death, decay, and hopelessness.)
2. 
Why did Jesus say to Martha in v.40 “if thou wouldest believe, thou shouldest see the glory of God” ? (Perhaps: If Martha did not believe, she may not allow the tomb to be opened and would not witness the miracle. It does not mean that the miracle depended on how much faith she had.)

3.
In what way is this miracle like the future resurrection of the saints, and in what way is it different? (cf. John 5:28,29) (It is similar in that the dead will be raised when they hear the voice of Jesus speaking to them. It is different in that Lazarus was raised to have a corruptible body which died later on while the future resurrection will give saints an incorruptible body, like Christ’s resurrected body, cf. 1 Corinthians 15:42,43)

4.
What do you think were the motives of those mentioned in v.46? 
(Either they wanted to get Jesus into trouble with the authorities, or they hoped that this spectacular sign would make the authorities change their mind about Him, cf. John 5:15,16)
APPLICATIONS

1.
How do you think Lazarus felt to be alive again?

2. 
How do you feel about the future resurrection of believers?

UNIT 40 –Plotting to Kill Jesus (11:47-57)

The Sanhedrin council meets in Jerusalem. Jesus finds refuge at Ephraim. The Jews who come to Jerusalem for the Passover wonder if He would come out publicly.

OBSERVATION

A. Planning (47-53)

1.
What problem did the council members think they would face? (Jesus was doing many miracles, and it was feared that all men in Israel will eventually believe in Him. Then the Romans will interpret this as a revolt and will intervene by seizing authority from the Sanhedrin and destroy their national identity.)
2. 
What was the solution proposed by Caiaphas? 
(To save the nation from Roman destruction by executing one man: Jesus. Hence national patriotism became the apparent motive for killing Him. 
Note: Caiaphas was the high priest of Israel from AD 18 to AD 36)

3.
What is the Bible’s comment on this solution? (That this was exactly what Jesus accomplished by His death on the cross – to die for the sins of Israel and others. Hence, Caiaphas’ words were unintentionally prophetic.)
B. Hiding (54)

1.
What was Jesus doing? 
(He hid Himself from the Jews and stayed at Ephraim with His disciples.)
C. Seeking (55-57)

1.
What were the Jews doing in Jerusalem? (They were purifying themselves to keep the Passover, and also looking for Jesus.)
2. 
What danger would Jesus face if He came to Jerusalem at this time? 
(v.57 - The danger of being reported to the authorities and promptly arrested and executed, cf. Matthew 2:8,16.)
INTERPRETATION

1.
How had the Sanhedrin misread the situation? (The members of the Sanhedrin had imagined the worst scenario, mistaking the motives of Jesus to be political rather than spiritual. Jesus had already refused to be made a king, 6:15)
2. 
Who are the “children of God that were scattered abroad.” (v.52)? (They were probably the Gentiles who would turn to Christ for salvation and be gathered into the universal church of Jesus Christ, cf. 1:11,12; 10:16)

3.
How does v.51 reflect Augustine’s statement on Christ’s atonement, “Sufficient for all, efficient for the elect”? (v.51 Christ died for the nation of Israel, and yet not all Israelites are saved.)

4.
What do you think were the reasons why the Jews were seeking for Jesus in Jerusalem? (Perhaps they wanted to see and experience His miracles or hear His teachings that had created so much controversy in Jerusalem during the last few feasts. Some may have genuinely wanted to follow Him)
APPLICATIONS

1.
Is the majority always right?

2. 
What lessons on man’s sinfulness have you learned from the Jews’ response to Jesus?

NOTES:

The Sanhedrin 

SANHEDRIN, the transcription used in the Talmud for Gk. synedrion. Both before and at the time of Christ, it was the name of the highest tribunal of the Jews which met in Jerusalem and also for various lesser tribunals. The term is often translated ‘council’. In the NT the term refers either to the supreme Jewish court or simply to any court of justice. 

I. History: Traditionally it originated with the seventy elders who assisted Moses (Nu. 11:16-24). Ezra is supposed to have reorganized this body after the Exile. Later, the Greeks permitted a body known as the gerousia (‘senate’) which was made up of elders and represented the nation. It was then apparently composed of elders drawn from the aristocracy. It would appear that the high priest presided over this body.

Under the Romans this body had wide powers. By the close of the 1st century BC this council was known as the Sanhedrin. During the reign of Herod (37-4 BC) its powers were severely curtailed. Under the procurators (AD 6-66) the powers of the Sanhedrin were extensive, the internal government of the country being in its hands. From the days of Archelaus, son of Herod the Great, its direct powers were, however, limited to Judaea, since it had no power over Jesus while he was in Galilee. 

II. Constitution and composition The constitution of the Sanhedrin was modified during the years. Originally composed basically of the predominantly Sadducean priestly aristocracy, its membership changed from the days of Queen Alexandra (76-67 BC) when Pharisees were included, as well as scribes. Under Herod, who favoured the Pharisees and desired to restrict the Sadducees and the influence of the old nobility, the Sadducean element became less prominent, and the Pharisaic element became more influential. In NT times the Great Sanhedrin in Jerusalem comprised the high priests, members of the privileged families from which the high priests were taken, the elders (tribal and family heads of the people and the priesthood), and the scribes, i.e. the legal experts. According to Josephus and the NT, the high priest at the time was president. Thus, Caiaphas was president at the trial of Jesus, and Ananias at the trial of Paul (Acts 23:2).

III. Extent of jurisdiction It exercised not only civil jurisdiction according to Jewish law but also criminal jurisdiction in some degree. It had administrative authority and could order arrests by its own officers of justice. It was empowered to judge cases which did not involve capital punishment (Acts 4-5). Capital cases required the confirmation of the Roman procurator, though the procurator’s judgment was normally in accordance with the demands of the Sanhedrin, which in Jewish law had the power of life and death. In the special case where a Gentile passed the barrier which divided the inner court of the Temple from that of the Gentiles the Sanhedrin was granted the power of death by Roman administrators; and this concession may have extended to other offences against the Temple by deed or, as with Stephen (Acts 6:13f.), by word. There was, however, always a theoretical check on the powers of the Sanhedrin, for the Romans reserved the right to interfere in any area whatever, if necessary independently of the Jewish court. 

IV. Procedure There were correct times and places for meeting. Local courts met on the 2nd and 5th days of the week, and the Sanhedrin in Jerusalem at definite times. They did not meet on festival days and on sabbaths.

There were proper procedures. The Sanhedrin sat in a semicircle and had two clerks of court, one to record votes of acquittal and the other votes of condemnation. Disciples attended the courts and sat in front. Prisoners attended dressed in humble fashion. In capital cases the arguments for acquittal were presented, then those for conviction. Acquittal might be declared on the day of the trial, but condemnation must wait till the day following. In voting, members stood, beginning with the youngest. For acquittal a simple majority sufficed, for condemnation a two-thirds majority was required.

