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UNIT 41 – Mary Anoints Jesus (John 12:1-11)

Six days before the Passover, Jesus and His disciples return to Bethany, where He spends time with Mary and Martha and their brother Lazarus. 

OBSERVATION

1. Categorise all the people mentioned in this passage into “For Jesus” and “Against Jesus”. (For Jesus: Mary, Martha, Lazarus and many Jews who believed in Him; Against Jesus: Judas Iscariot, and the chief priests.)

2. Compare this passage with the parallel passage found in Matthew 26:6-13. What differences can you find? (In Matthew’s account: The house is that of Simon the Leper; Mary’s name is not given, Lazarus and Martha are not mentioned at all; The ointment was contained in an alabaster box, and was poured on the head of Jesus; Judas was not mentioned and the ones who complained about the wastage was Christ’s disciples; The words of Christ about the memorial of Mary’s anointing are added. Note: Both accounts can be harmonized together.)
A. Friends (1-3)

1.
Compare what the two sisters and brother were doing individually while Jesus visited them. (Martha was serving supper; Lazarus was sitting at the table with Jesus; Mary anointed the feet of Jesus)
2. Which activity did John describe in greater detail? Why? (The anointing of Jesus’ feet. Because of the costly sacrifice that Mary made to do this.)

Note: A pound of spikenard was about 500 gm. This was an aromatic herb grown on the highlands of the Himalayas. The ointment was derived from this.

B. Thief (4-8)

1.
What three descriptions does John give of Judas Iscariot? (One of  Christ’s disciples; Simon’s son, which should betray Jesus; a thief)
2. What was dishonest about Judas’ question (12:5)? (He seemed to be championing the cause of the poor, when he was actually out to get money for himself.)

3. With whom did Jesus compare Himself, and what does this comparison teach? (The poor. It teaches that the opportunity to serve Jesus must not be missed because it is scarce, compared with the opportunities to meet the needs of humanity.) 
4. Why did Jesus mention a burial in v.7? cf. v.1 (Because it was 6 days before the Passover, and therefore 6 days before He would die and be buried in the tomb. Jesus foretold His death and burial, cf. Mark 8:31)
Note: Three hundred pence is the amount of money that an ordinary labourer would earn in a year. (Estimated at about S$4,000.00)

C. Murderers (9-11)

1.
How did Lazarus’ living presence aggravate the problem in 11:47 and 48? (More Jews were being convinced through this living evidence of this great miracle of Christ.)

2. 
Compare 12:10 with 11:53. (The chief priests plotted to put Lazarus to death, just as they plotted to put Christ to death.)
INTERPRETATION

1.
Compare and contrast Mary and Judas Iscariot. (Although she was not one of Christ’s disciples, Mary evidently loved Him and wanted to give Him something very costly to her; Judas had the privilege of being one of Christ’s disciples and yet he did not love Him. In fact he was more interested in taking rather than in giving.)
2.
Why did Mary anoint Jesus with costly ointment? (Perhaps she was filled with gratitude to Him for restoring her brother Lazarus’ life.)

APPLICATIONS

1.
What can you do to be as devoted to Christ as Mary?

2. 
What should your attitude be toward money and material riches?

NOTES:

Judas Iscariot

In the Synoptic lists of the Twelve whom Jesus called ‘to be with him’ (Mark 3:14) the name of Judas always appears last, and usually with some description which brands him with an infamous stigma (e.g. ‘who betrayed him’, Mark 3:19; Matthew 10:4; Luke 6:16; cf. John 18:2, 5).

His surname, Iscariot, means that he was from Kerioth, a placed located in Moab, according to Jeremiah 48:24, 41; Amos 2:2; but there is another possible identification, Kerioth-hezron (Joshua 15:25), which is 19 km S of Hebron.

In the apostolic band Judas was treasurer (John 13:29), 12:6 speaks of him as a thief (12:6), mainly, we may suppose, on the ground that he ‘pilfered’ the money which was entrusted to him.

Immediately following this incident at Bethany he goes to the chief priests to betray the Lord (Matthew 26:14-16; Mark 14:10-11; Luke 22:3-6). Mark records simply the fact of the treachery, adding that money was promised by the priests. Matthew supplies the detail of the amount, which may have been a part-payment of the agreed sum (with an implicit allusion to Zechariah 11:12, and possibly Exodus 21:32; cf. Matthew 27:9). 

UNIT 42 – Final Entry Into Jerusalem (John 12:12-19)

Jesus spent Saturday in Bethany. Now, on Sunday (12:12), He makes His final entry in Jerusalem, from the east, with His disciples.

OBSERVATION

1.
What can you tell about the people who welcomed Christ into Jerusalem? 
(They had either seen or heard about His miracle of raising Lazarus from the dead. They were convinced that He was the Messiah, and the rightful King of Israel.)

A. Arrival (12-15)

1.
What is the prominent title given to Jesus in this passage? 
(“The King of Israel”, cf. Zechariah 9:9; Matthew 2:2; John 19:19)
2.
What did the people cry out to Jesus? (“Hosanna: Blessed is the King of Israel that cometh in the name of the Lord.” Cf. Psalm 118:25,26 – Hosanna means “Save now!”)

Note: The palm typified grace, elegance and uprightness (Psalm 92:12; Jeremiah 10:5). It was also a symbol of victory and rejoicing (cf. Revelation 7:9).

B. Reflections (16)

1.
What does John’s remark reveal about the disciples’ grasp of the Old Testament messianic prophecies at this time in Jesus’ ministry? 
(They did not seem to be aware that the triumphal entry of Christ was a fulfillment of Zechariah’s prophecy.)
2.
When did they see the light? 
(After Jesus was glorified, i.e. after He was resurrected from the dead.)
C. Reactions (17-19)

1.
What are the two groups of people mentioned in vv.17,18? (a. Those who had seen the miracle of raising Lazarus and who were now bearing record. b. Those who heard about the miracle)
2. 
Describe the reaction of the Pharisees. (They were upset that all their efforts to suppress the influence of Jesus had availed nothing. They said, “The world is gone after Him” cf. v.20)

INTERPRETATION

1.
What is the significance of the ass’s colt that Jesus rode on? (It means that He came not as a conqueror on a horse, but as a messenger of peace. It also means that He came in humility, not with pomp and ceremony, cf. Matthew 21:5.)
2. 
Why did the people say “Hosanna”? (Because they hoped that He would immediately deliver Israel from the Romans, cf. Luke 24:21)

3.
How were the disciples able to understand the messianic prophecies of Jesus later on? (Through Christ’s explanation given to them, and through the Holy Spirit’s teaching them, cf. Luke 24:25,44,45; John 14:26)

4.
Read Psalm 118, which gives the context for the people’s cry to Jesus. What verses in the psalm relate to the event and the expectations of the people? (vv.10-12 – “All nations compassed me about: but in the name of the LORD will I destroy them.” – perhaps referring to the Roman domination of Israel; v.19 – “Open to me the gates of righteousness: I will go into them,…” – perhaps referring to the gates of Jerusalem through which Christ entered.)
APPLICATIONS

1.
What does it mean to you that Jesus is your King? 

2. 
How does this passage encourage you to be a witness for Christ?

UNIT 43 – Jesus Foretells His Crucifixion (John 12:20-36a)

Jesus is now in Jerusalem, talking with some Greeks and some of His disciples.

OBSERVATION

1.
By what names and titles is Jesus referred to in this passage? 
(“Jesus”; “the Son of Man”; “Christ”)
A. Death For Life (20-26)

1.
What do you learn about the Greek inquirers from vv.20,21? (They had come to Jerusalem together with the Jews who came to celebrate the Passover. They had heard about Jesus and the great things He had done. Now they wanted to meet Him. Perhaps they wanted to become His followers.)
2. 
What was the first part of Jesus’ reply to the request? 
(“The hour is come, that the Son of man should be glorified.”)

3.
What is the main thrust of Jesus’ teaching in vv.24-26? (That those who desire to be His disciples must be willing to forsake their own life, like He was going to do shortly, cf. Luke 9:22-26.)
B. Cross for Followers (27-34)

1.
What did Jesus pray for in vv.27,28? (Not that He would be saved from that hour, but that God’s name would be glorified no matter what it would cost Him, cf. Matthew 26:39. Note: The sorrow of Jesus that reached its peak in the Garden of Gethsemane seems to begin here.)
2.
How did God demonstrate the importance of this prayer? (Through giving a reply that was audible to the multitude.)

3. What two things were about to happen, according to v.31? 
(The Judgment of this world, and the casting out of the prince of this world.)

4. What kind of death did Jesus predict He would have? 
(To die by being lifted up from the earth – i.e. by crucifixion.)
5. What did the Jews misunderstand the scriptures to teach concerning the Messiah? (That the Messiah will never die, cf Isaiah 9:6,7; Ezekiel 37:25; Daniel 7:13,14. Note: “The Law” here is not restricted to the Pentateuch, but refers to the whole Old Testament, cf. 1 Corinthians 14:21, quoted from Isaiah 28:11,12)
C. Light for Walking (35 – 36a)

1.
What is the keyword of this section? (The Light – referring to Himself)
2.
How is the sense of urgency brought out in this section? 
(The prospect of being overtaken by darkness, cf. 9:4)

INTERPRETATION

1.
Compare v.23 with 2:4; 7:6,30; and 8:20. What has the coming of the Greeks to Him, to do with this change in the words of Jesus? (If the Greeks represent the Gentiles, then they and the Jews who followed Him would represent the whole world of humanity which would be the scope for the hour when Jesus’ would sacrifice Himself.)
2. 
What purpose did God’s audible reply serve? (For the sake of the people – so that they would benefit by having the Father’s full authentication of Christ’s identity and ministry. Note: This was the third time that the Father had done this, cf. Matthew 3:17; 17:5)

3. In what way were the prophecies in v.31 fulfilled? (That God was now going to bring the long-awaited judgment of the sins of the world, by exacting His wrath on Christ, cf. John 1:29. Christ was also going to defeat Satan – the ruler of this world – and remove his power over mankind, cf. Genesis 3:15; Colossians 2:15; Hebrews 2:14)

4. What prophecies had the Jews overlooked about their Messiah (v.34)? (The prophecies concerning His suffering and death, e.g. Isaiah 53:9,10; Daniel 9:26; Zechariah 13:7)
APPLICATIONS

1.
(v.26) What is the difference between serving and following the Lord?

2.
What should it cost you to glorify God? (vv.27,28)

UNIT 44 – Unbelief of the People (John 12:36b-50)

It is Tuesday of Passion Week. Ahead of Jesus are a few days of private ministry in Jerusalem with His disciples, then His death and resurrection.

OBSERVATION

1.
How many times does the word “believe” and related words appear in this passage? (8 x)
A. Non-Believers (36b-41)

1.
What miracles of Jesus are recorded in John’s gospel? (Turning Water Into Wine (2:1-11); Healing the Nobleman’s son (4:46-54); Healing the Paralytic (5:1-18); Feeding the Multitudes (6:6-13); Walking on Water (6:16-21); Healing the Man Born Blind (9:1-7); Raising Lazarus from the dead (11:1-45))
2. What explanation is given concerning the failure to believe in Jesus? 
(It was the fulfillment of the prophecies given in Isaiah 53:1, 6:10. Their eyes were blinded and their hearts were hardened.)

3. Whose glory did Isaiah see? (According to John 12:41, it was the glory of Jesus; according to Isaiah 6:1, it was the glory of the LORD God. Therefore Jesus is the LORD.)

B. Qualified Believers (42-43)

1.
Name at least one of the rulers that believed in Jesus secretly. 
(Nicodemus, 3:2; 7:50; Joseph of Arimathea, 19:38)
2.
What is the reason given for believing in but not confessing Jesus? 
(Love for the praise of men rather than the praise of God)
C. Object of Belief (44-50)

1.
What are the implications of believing in Jesus Christ? (By believing in Christ, one also believes in God the Father, and will not abide in darkness.)
2.
What are the implications of not believing in Christ, or rejecting Him? 
(A person who does this will be judged by the Word of God which Christ has spoken.)
APPLICATIONS

1. How is it that you were able to believe in Jesus Christ? (Matthew 13:16)

2. Should you be a secret believer? (cf. Romans 10:9,10)

UNIT 45 – Jesus Washes His Disciples’ Feet (John 13:1-11)

It is Thursday evening of Passion week. Jesus and His disciples are gathered in an upper room of a house in Jerusalem to eat the Passover meal. This event is known now as the Last Supper (Luke 22:7-16).

OBSERVATION

1. What was the stated occasion for this supper (cf. Matthew 26:17-20; Deuteronomy 16:1-8)? (It was the Passover meal, which was instituted to commemorate the Israelite’s deliverance from bondage in Egypt, and from death in the tenth plague.)

2. Which disciples of Christ are specifically mentioned in this passage? 
(Judas Iscariot and Simon Peter.)
A. Jesus’ Love (1-5)

1.
What are the things that Jesus knew, according to vv.1,3? (That His hour was come; that He should depart out of this world unto the Father; that the Father had given all things into His hands; that He was come from God, and was going to God.)
2. 
What do we learn from this passage about Jesus’ love for His disciples? 
(That He loved them unto the end. What He did for them during this Supper and after that demonstrates this love.)

Note: The necessity to wash the feet, for comfort and cleanliness, resulted from the dusty roads, and foot-washing was a sign of hospitality, generally performed by the meanest slave (1 Samuel 25:41; Luke 7:44; cf. Acts 13:25). 

B. Peter’s Confusion (6-11)

1.
Why did Peter change his mind about letting Jesus wash his feet? 
(Because Jesus had explained that the washing meant that Peter would have a part in Him – i.e. there was a spiritual significance in the washing.)
2.
What kind of cleanness did Jesus mean, in v.10,11? 
(Spiritual cleanness, i.e. righteous, undefiled by any outstanding sin. Even though Judas’ feet were also washed by Christ, he was spiritually defiled by his sin of betraying Christ.)

INTERPRETATION

1.
Compare and contrast the attitudes to Jesus of Judas Iscariot and Simon Peter. (Judas despised Jesus by plotting to betray Him, while Peter regarded Jesus so highly that he was reluctant to let Him wash his feet.)

2.
What are the implications of the words “knowing that the Father had given all things into His hands” (v.3)? (It implies that Jesus was not helplessly at the mercy of the Jews’ plot to kill him or Judas’ (and Satan’s) plot to betray Him. But He was in full control and purposely subjected Himself to them to do the Father’s will, cf. Matthew 26:53,54)
3. 
Compare the humility of Jesus with the disciples’ later discussion of greatness in Luke 22:24). (The disciples did not seem to learn from the foot washing, but continued to argue about who among them should be considered the greatest.)

4.
Explain the spiritual meaning of “He that is washed needeth not save to wash his feet, but is clean every whit.” (v.10). (One who believes in Jesus has been washed from his sins (Titus 3:5), and stands clean before God. He only needs to wash his feet, i.e. confess his sins, whenever he commits sin, cf. 1 John 1:9)
APPLICATIONS

1.
In what ways can you emulate the love and servanthood of Jesus? 

2. 
How should you maintain your spiritual cleanness?

NOTES:

The Last Supper and the Passover Meal

Until AD 70, the Passover (Hebrew: Pesach) was celebrated in Jerusalem, in any house within the city bounds, and in small companies; the lamb was ritually slaughtered in the Temple precincts. When Temple and Palestinian nation were both destroyed by war, Passover inevitably became a domestic ceremony.

After a search for the forbidden leaven, and other careful preparations, the Paschal supper proper was taken reclining. It included the symbolic elements of roasted lamb, unleavened bread, bitter herbs, some minor condiments and four cups of wine at specified points. The stipulated ritual hand-washings were carefully observed. 

The first cup of wine was probably the one in Luke 22:17,18. The table was cleared before the second cup of wine, the story of the Passover and Exodus recounted in a dialogue between father and son (or some suitable substitutes). It was probably at this point that Jesus washed the feet of His disciples. The dishes of food were then brought back, part of the Hallel (Psalms 113-118) was sung.

The second cup of wine followed. Then came the breaking of bread. It was probably at this point that Judas received the sop, and departed into the night to betray his Master (John 13:30). 

The institution of the Lord’s Supper is usually associated with the third cup of wine. The singing of the Hallel was completed with the fourth cup, probably the hymn of Matthew 26:30. 

UNIT 46 – Disciples Should Wash Each Other (John 13:12-20)

The Upper Room discourse of Jesus continues.

OBSERVATION

A. Example of Christ (12-17)

1.
What did the disciples call Jesus? 
(“Master” – i.e. their teacher, the one from whom they learn, “Lord” – i.e. their ruler, the one whom they serve)

2.
What did Jesus tell His disciples to do to each other? 
(To wash one another’s feet)
3. 
Observe the use of the words “know” and “do” in these verses. (The disciples were to know what Jesus had done to them (v.12), and they would be happy if they were to do what He had done to them (vv.15,17).

B. Chosen Ones of Christ (18-20)

1.
Whom was Jesus speaking about in v.18? 
(About Judas Iscariot, the one who would betray Him.)
2. 
What is the context of the OT prophecy given in v.18 (Psalm 41:9)? 
(King David was betrayed by a his own familiar friend, cf. Psalm 55:12-14, probably Ahithophel, 2 Samuel 15:31)

3.
What were the disciples to believe when the foretold events had come to pass? (They were to believe that “I am He.”)
INTERPRETATION

1. 
What exactly did Jesus want His disciples to do to each other? 
(Not the physical act of washing feet, but rather to practice the spiritual principle of 1. humble service for one another, cf. Philippians 2:3-7; Galatians 5:13; and 2. forgiveness for one another, Matthew 5:23,24; Ephesians 4:32)

2.
Was Judas excluded from or included in the things Jesus spoke about (v.18)? (There are 2 ways of looking at this: 1. He was excluded while the rest of the disciples were included, because although Christ had chosen him to be one of the twelve disciples, Judas obviously regarded himself to be greater than his Master (v.16), to act against Him. 2. He was included, and the rest of the disciples were excluded, as Jesus may have been referring to what He said in v.11 – “ye are not all clean.”)

3.
What is the meaning of “I am He” in v.19? (Since in v.20 Jesus mentions the fact that He is sent, the term probably means that He is the One whom God has sent, cf. v.3; 8:24,28)

APPLICATIONS

1.
Are you indirectly claiming to be greater than your Master, by the way you live (v.16, cf. Matthew 10:24)?

2. 
How can you be happy, according to v.17?

NOTES

Is Footwashing a Sacrament?

There are some churches that practise foot washing regularly, as an additional sacrament or ordinance (like baptism and the Lord’s Supper), believing that Jesus instituted it in this passage.

But the "example" does not necessarily imply the perpetuation of footwashing as an ordinance in the church. This is the only text that can be used to support footwashing as an ordinance. Baptism and the Lord’s supper are based on many passages of scripture where the commandment to do them is clearly given (e.g. Matthew 28:19, Acts 2:38; 1 Corinthians 11:23-26).

The only other allusion to footwashing in the NT occurs in 1 Timothy 5:10, where it does not refer to a regular custom but seems to allude to charitable ministrations to the poor. John calls this act an “example,” which implies that the emphasis is on the inner attitude of humble and voluntary service for others.
UNIT 47 – A Betrayal and a Denial Predicted

OBSERVATION

1.
What were the questions that Jesus was asked in this passage? (“Lord, who is it?” – v.25, asked by John; “Lord, whither goest thou?” – v.36, and “Lord, why cannot I follow thee now?” – v.37, both asked by Peter.)
2.
Which disciples of Christ are mentioned by name in this passage? 
(Judas Iscariot and Simon Peter, cf. Unit 45)
A. Judas (21-26)

1. How did Jesus reveal the betrayer? 
(Not by naming him, but by giving a sop to him.)

2. Was the betrayer revealed to all the disciples? (Apparently, it was revealed only to John, the disciple whom Jesus loved, who sat closest to Him. Only John understood the sign. The rest interpreted it differently, cf. vv.28,29. John could scarcely have communicated the answer to Peter or the other disciples without disturbing the peace of the supper and violating the confidence of Jesus.)
B. Satan (27-30)

1. What happened when Judas received the sop? 
(Satan entered into him and he left the house.)

2. What was Christ’s command to Judas? 
(To carry out whatever he intended to do quickly.)

C. Son of Man (31-35)

1. What are the two main subjects of this paragraph? (The glorification of the Son of Man, and the New Commandment to the disciples.)

2. What is to be the ‘trademark’ of Christ’s disciples? 
(Their love for one another.)
D. Peter (36-38)

1.
Why did Simon Peter ask Jesus where He was going? (Because in v.33 Jesus had announced that He would be going to a place where the disciples could not go, cf. 8:21. He did not want Jesus to leave him. Perhaps he knew that Jesus was speaking of death, and wanted to say that he was willing to die with Him, cf. Ruth 1:16,17)
2.
What does v.38 reveal about Jesus’ knowledge? (That He knows people better than they know themselves. He knows all the weaknesses and deficiencies of Peter, that Peter was not even aware he had. Cf. 2:24,25)
INTERPRETATION

1.
Why did Jesus choose to reveal the betrayer the way He did? (Perhaps in order to give Judas a last chance to repent. At a feast, a sop was extended to a person as a token of friendship. Judas would know by now that Jesus was aware of his evil intentions, and he could have easily confessed and repented. But he took advantage of the fact that no one else knew about him, since Jesus had not revealed his name. Hence his sin became deliberate, persistent and voluntary.)
2. 
How was Satan able to enter Judas? (The sop was the last act of love from Jesus, and therefore the last opportunity for him to repent. Instead of repenting, Judas decided at that moment to reject Christ’s love and to yield to his evil intentions. This opened the way for Satanic control. This was the second time that he had allowed Satan to control him, cf. Luke 22:3)
3.
Why did Christ command Judas, “That thou doest, do quickly”? (Perhaps He wanted him to leave quickly, so that He could spend the remaining precious moments continuing His ministry to the rest of the disciples. The departure of Judas marks the beginning of the long farewell discourse of Jesus to His disciples.)
4.
Why did Jesus call His commandment “A new commandment”?  
(The commandment to love one another was already existent in Israel, cf. Leviticus 19:18. It was new, in the sense that Christ was giving it afresh, and with a new qualification: “As I have loved you.”)
5.
Compare and contrast the sins of Judas Iscariot and Simon Peter. (Judas’ sin of betrayal was deliberate, and done despite the many warnings Christ had given. Peter’s sin of denial was not deliberate, but done in a moment of weakness and fear, despite his genuine love for Christ and the many times that he had declared his loyalty to Christ.)

APPLICATIONS

1.
Can a true believer ever be controlled or possessed by Satan? 

2. 
How does it help, to know that Jesus knows you better than you know your own self?

NOTES

The Sin of Judas Iscariot

“The Son of man goeth as it is written of him: but woe unto that man by whom the Son of man is betrayed! it had been good for that man if he had not been born.” 
(Matthew 26:24)

a. What were his motives for betraying Jesus?

He was not only motivated by covetousness, since the money he would gain from the betrayal (Matthew 26:15) was only thirty pieces of silver. This was the price normally paid for a slave’s life (Exodus 21:32).

All along, Judas had been hoping to gain personal advantage from Jesus; perhaps he expected a post of honour in Christ’s coming kingdom which he thought of primarily as a political kingdom. Some have even suggested that Judas betrayed Christ hoping that this would bring Him into direct conflict with the authorities and inaugurate the kingdom.

It is possible that Judas, realizing that Jesus’ enemies were implacably hostile and that they were politically powerful, concluded that Jesus was foredoomed to lose in the struggle and so decided that he might as well gain immunity from sharing Jesus' fate.

The words of Jesus against his criticism of Mary in John 12:4 may have caused Judas to feel offended, and to begin plotting against Him.

b. Did Judas lose his salvation?

Although he was chosen to be one of the twelve disciples, Judas Iscariot never seriously took Jesus as Lord of his heart. He may have professed such surrender, but never really meant it. As Hebrews 6:4-6 describes, Judas was once enlightened, and tasted of the heavenly gift, and even made a partaker of the Holy Ghost, and tasted the good word of God, and the powers of the world to come. 

He had an outward form of devotion which fooled the rest of the disciples even up till the eve of the crucifixion. But inwardly he was still unregenerated, and his true nature showed itself only toward the end of his life. This showed once and for all, that he was a false disciple. Since he never had salvation, he never lost it. If he had been a true believer, Satan would not have been able to enter into him and use him (1 John 4:4).

c. Was Judas helplessly doomed to destruction?

Judas was not a helpless victim who was destined to perdition against his will. Rather, he followed his own selfish motives till he passed the point of no return; and, by so doing, he carried out what the Scriptures had indicated would happen. God’s predestination does not make Him blameworthy of Judas’ sin. This is the remote cause, and not the immediate cause, which lies in Judas himself. 

(See also Romans 9:19-21)

UNIT 48 – Jesus’ Discourse About Heaven (John 14:1-14)

OBSERVATION

1. Which disciples of Christ are mentioned in this passage? 
(Thomas – v.5, and Philip – v.8)

2. What caused the disciples to have troubled hearts? 
(It was probably what He had said in v.33 – “Whither I go, ye cannot come”)
A. Heaven (1-4)

1.
What are the two commands in this passage? 
(a. Let not your heart be troubled; b. Believe in Me.)
2. 
What are the three promises in this passage?
(a. I will come again; b. I will receive you unto myself; c. Where I am there ye may be also, cf. Philippians 1:23)

B. The Way (5-7)

1. What is the way to heaven? 
(Jesus Himself. Apart from Him there is no other way to God, cf. 10:9; Acts 4:12; Hebrews 10:19,20)

2.
How can one know God? 
(By knowing Jesus Christ, cf. 1:18; 8:19; Matthew 11:27; 2 Corinthians 4:6; Hebrews 1:3)
C. The Father (8-11)

1.
What does this passage teach about Jesus’ relationship with the Father? 
(a. Jesus is in the Father and the Father is in Him; b. The words that Christ spoke are from the Father; c. The works that Christ did were done by the Father.)
D. Petitions (12-14)

1.
Where would Jesus be when the disciples would be doing the “greater works”? (He would be with the Father, i.e. after His ascension)
2.
What are the conditions that must be met for answered prayer? (a. The prayer must be made in the Name of Jesus, cf. 16:23; b. It must have the Father’s glory as its ultimate objective, cf. James 4:3.)
INTERPRETATION

1.
What does this passage teach us about heaven? (a. It is the future abode of believers. b. It is specially prepared by Christ, cf. Hebrews 11:16; 1 Corinthians 2:9. c. It is the place where believers will be permanently united with Christ, cf. 1 Thessalonians 4:17)
2. 
What are the greater works that Christ’s disciples will do (v.12)? (The conversion of multitudes of souls through their preaching, after the Holy Spirit is poured out on them. Jesus in His lifetime never traveled far beyond Palestine. His disciples would have an impact that would reach to the uttermost parts of the earth.)

APPLICATIONS

1. What comfort is there in: 

a. Knowing about the glories of Heaven? 

b. Knowing that Christ will return? 

c. Knowing the way to God? 

d. Knowing that our prayers will be answered?

2. 
How can this passage help you to witness to others?

NOTES:

John Calvin on John 14:6 – The Way, The Truth and The Life

“He lays down three degrees, as if he had said, that he is the beginning, and the middle, and the end; and hence it follows that we ought to begin with him, to continue in him, and to end in him. 

The whole may be summed up thus: “If any man turn aside from Christ [The Way], he will do nothing but go astray; if any man do not rest on him [The Truth], he will feed elsewhere on nothing but wind and vanity; if any man, not satisfied with him [The Life] alone, wishes to go farther, he will find death instead of life.”

