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UNIT 49 – Promises of Help (John 14:15-31)

The scene is still in the Upper Room in Jerusalem. Jesus is instructing His disciples through His farewell discourses

OBSERVATION

1. How many times is the keeping of Christ’s Word or Commandments mentioned? (Three times: 15, 21, 23, 24)

2. How is the doctrine of the Trinity taught in this whole passage? (God the Father is greater than God the Son (28), and sent Him (24); God the Spirit is sent by God the Father in the name of God the Son (16,26))
A. Spirit-Companion (15-17)

1.
How is the Holy Spirit described here? 
(“another Comforter”; “The Spirit of Truth”) 

2. What ministry of the Holy Spirit is highlighted in these verses? 
(The permanent indwelling of the Spirit in the lives of Christ’s disciples.)

B. Life and Love (18-24)

1.
What did Jesus teach about the future in these verses? 
(That He will come to His disciples and live in them, with the Father.)
2.
What are the three love relationships mentioned in these verses, and how is each manifested? 
(a. The disciples’ love for Jesus – 21, manifested by their keeping His commandments; c. Jesus’ love for His disciples – 21b, manifested by His manifesting Himself to them; c. The Father’s love for the disciples – 23, manifested by making His abode in them;)

C. Spirit-Teacher (25-26)

1.
What ministry of the Holy Spirit is highlighted in these verses? 
(The teaching and reminding ministry of the Holy Spirit.)

D. Peace and Joy (27-31)

1.
What kind of peace did Christ promise to give? 
(cf. Philippians 4:7; 2 Thessalonians 3:16) (A peace that is different from the peace that the world can give, a peace that passes all understanding)

2. 
What event was Christ referring to in v.30? 
(The coming of the Prince of this world, cf. 12:31,16:11, 2 Corinthians 4:4; Ephesians 2:2; 6:12. This may be referring to the Satan-inspired collusion of Judas Iscariot with the chief priests who were out to arrest and kill Jesus and coming shortly.)

3.
Compare the words, “Arise, let us go hence” (31) with John 18:1 and Matthew 26:30 (Since Jesus spoke the words of chapters 15-17 to them before they crossed the brook Cedron, there may have been a delay in their actually leaving the house, or Jesus must have spoken the words while walking with them till they came to the brook.)
INTERPRETATION

1.
What event do you think fulfilled the prophecies Christ made in vv.18,23? (Probably His resurrection appearances to the disciples, and later, the indwelling of the Holy Spirit, after He was poured out at Pentecost, cf. Romans 8:9; Galatians 2:20)
2.
Why is the Holy Spirit’s ministry in v.26 important? (cf. 1 Corinthians 2:9-11; 1 John 2:20,27) (The Spirit enables the believer to understand spiritual things, guides Him in applying the Word of God. The reminding ministry was probably important to the disciples when they were writing the gospel accounts, trying to recall the exact words and events that happened.)

3.
What is the meaning of “hath nothing in Me” in v.30? (Satan has no hold or claim upon Christ that he can use to make Christ fall. I.e. Christ will have victory over him.)
APPLICATIONS

1.
How can you know that you truly love the Lord? (vv.15,24)

2. 
How can you apply the truths in this passage about the Holy Spirit to your life? (vv.16,17,26)

NOTES:

“Another Comforter”

The Greek word used here is “Parakletos” (One who is called to be at one’s side). It is rendered in various ways in different translations: NASB – “Helper”; NIV – “Counselor” 

The same word is used to designate Jesus in 1 John 2:1 – “advocate”. In John 14:16 the term ‘another’ (allos) specifically means – another of the same kind (not a different (heteros) kind of comforter,). I.e. Jesus was the Comforter who was with His disciples on earth. The Holy Spirit would be another comforter like Jesus who will be with His disciples and minister to their needs the same way that Jesus did. 

UNIT 50 – The Vine and The Branches (John 15:1-17)
This passage begins Christ’s second farewell discourse.

OBSERVATION

1.
What are some of the keywords in this passage? 
(abide – 9x; fruit – 8x; branch(es) – 5x; vine – 3x)

2.
Compare the metaphor used here with that used in Isaiah 5:1-7 and Psalm 1:3. 
(All of them use the metaphor of fruitfulness as a picture of a healthy and productive spiritual life.)
A. True Vine (1-3)

1.
Who are the persons represented in Jesus’ illustration by the vine, the husbandman and the branches? (The vine is Himself; the husbandman is God the Father and the branches are his disciples.)
1. What does the husbandman do and why? (He takes away the dead branches and purges (prunes) the fruitful branches. Both actions improve the fruitful branches’ potential for fruit-bearing. Dead branches can harbour disease and decay that will be harmful to the fruitful branches. Pruning removes hindrances to fruit-bearing from the fruitful branches.)

3.
What kind of cleanness is mentioned in v.3, and how is it obtained? (Cleanness from sin, cf. 13:10; i.e. the disciples have been pruned to bear more fruit by hearing the Word of God.)
B. Abiding in The Vine (4-8)

1. What truths are taught here about abiding in the vine? 
(Fruit-bearing is impossible without it. Much fruit is possible with it. Final destruction is certain without it. Prayers are answered through it.)

2. The Greek text reads “the branch” rather than “a branch”. Who could Jesus be referring to? (This is possibly a reference to Judas Iscariot.)
3.
What distinguishes true disciples of Christ from others (v.8)?
(The abundant fruit that they bear, and the glory that they bring to the Father. Cf. Matthew 7:20; 2 Peter 1:8,10)
C. Beloved Friends (9-17)

1.
What are the love relationships mentioned in these verses? (The Father’s love for Jesus, Jesus’ love for the disciples, and the disciples’ love for one another)

2. 
What are the relationships between love, joy, friendship and keeping/doing His commandments? (If we love one another, we are keeping His commandment. If we do/keep His commandments, we abide in His love and we are His friends. If we abide in His love, our joy will be full.)

3.
What is the difference between a friend and a servant? (A servant does his master’s will without having the right to know why it should be done. A friend does what his friend wants him to do, in full knowledge of and agreement with that friend’s desires.)
INTERPRETATION

1.
Why did Jesus call Himself the “true vine” in v.1? 
(It implies that no fruit can be borne through abiding in any other vine, cf. 1:9; 6:32)

2.
What spiritual truths do the removal of dead branches and the pruning teach? (That God takes care of His church, by using church discipline to remove spiritually dead members, and by loving disciplining of His own children, cf. Ephesians 5:11; 2 Thessalonians 3:14; Hebrews 12:11)

2. What does abiding in the vine mean in practical terms? (cf. Galatians 2:20) 
(It means constantly depending upon and yielding to Jesus Christ who lives in us. He communicates to us through His Word and we communicate with Him in prayer, cf. v.7)
3. Does v.7 promise that God will do whatever we ask of Him, even selfish whims and fancies? (No, because the person who is truly abiding in Christ will always ask for things that are within the will of God.)
4. Do vv.2 and 6 imply that a believer can lose his salvation? 
(cf. No, it implies that fruitlessness is evidence than one is not a believer, cf. James 2:17,18;  1 John 2:19)
5. What do you think the fire in v.6 refers to? 
(Probably a reference to Hell, cf. Matthew 7:19; Mark 9:44-48)
6. Why do you think Christ emphasized that the disciples have been chosen and ordained to bring forth fruit (v.16)? (To impress upon them the special privilege they had to be chosen, as well as the great responsibility they now have to bear fruit. High privilege comes with high responsibility.)
APPLICATIONS

1.
How have you been ‘purged’ by the Lord lately? (v.2)

2. 
Are you receiving enough of the Word of God to make an impact on your life? (v.3)

3. Are you maintaining a close relationship with Christ?

4. Are you asking God as much as you should? (v.7,16b)

NOTES:

Viticulture

Viticulture was one of the common features of Palestinian life and would have been familiar to the disciples. It is possible that if the text of this discourse was spoken as they walked from the upper room in Jerusalem down into the Kidron Valley and across to the Mount of Olives, they could have seen the great golden vine, the national emblem of Israel, on the front of the temple. 

 Used symbolically, the vine was the emblem of prosperity and peace among the ancient Hebrews. More particularly it symbolized the chosen people. They were the vine which God had taken out of Egypt (Ps. 80:8-14; Is. 5:1-5) and planted in a particularly choice land. They had been given all the attention necessary for the production of outstanding fruit, but instead yielded only wild grapes. For this they were to be abandoned to the depredations of their enemies.

No fewer than five parables of Jesus related to vines and their culture. These were the fig in the vineyard (Lk. 13:6-9); labourers in the vineyard (Mt. 20:1-16); new wine in old wineskins (Mt. 9:17); the two sons (Mt. 21:28-32); and the wicked husbandmen (Mt. 21:33-41; Mk. 12:1-11; Lk. 20:9-18). Particularly significant was Christ’s description of himself as the true vine (Jn. 15:1ff.), with whom all true believers are in organic relationship. At the Last Supper the fruit of the vine symbolized Christ’s atoning blood, becoming the sacramental wine of the Christian Communion service. 
The vines were pruned each spring (Lv. 25:3; Jn. 15:2) by means of pruning-hooks (Joel 3:10). An untrimmed vine will develop long rambling branches that produce little fruit because most of the strength of the vine is given to growing wood. The vine-grower is concerned that the vine be healthy and productive. Normally the vines were arranged in rows about 2.5 m apart, and when the fruit-bearing branches developed they were raised above the ground on supports (Ezk. 17:6). 
UNIT 51 – The World Hates The Disciples (John 15:18-16:4a)

OBSERVATION

1.
List all the things that the world does to the disciples of Christ, according to this passage. (It hates them, persecutes them, (does not) keep their Word, puts them out of the synagogues, and tries to kill them.)
2.
List the reasons why the world does these things to the disciples of Christ. 
(a. It did these things to Christ; b. The disciples are not of the world, but chosen by Christ; c. They do not know God nor Christ) 

3.
Can you list some verses you know about the Christian’s relationship with the non-Christian world? (Romans 12:2; James 4:4; 1 John 2:15; 5:4,5)
A. World Hates Believers (18-21)

1.
On what basis must servants be willing to bear persecution? 
(On the basis that since their master also had to bear persecution, they cannot expect anything less, cf. 13:16)
B. World Hates God (22-25)

1.
What difference did Christ’s coming into the world, speaking and doing His works make? (It gives the world no more excuse for sin - especially the sin of not believing in Jesus Christ, the Son of God, cf. 3:18,19)
2.
What brings out the unreasonableness of the world’s hatred? 
(That it was for no reason at all – “Without a cause” cf. Psalm 35:19; 69:4)
C. Spirit Helps (26-27)

1.
What designations are given to the Holy Spirit here? 
(The Comforter, The Spirit of Truth)

2. 
Who are the witnesses to Jesus in this section? (The Holy Spirit and the disciples who had been with Christ from the beginning – i.e. the apostles, cf. Acts 1:21-25)
D. Jesus’ Forewarning (16:1-4a)

1.
What was the purpose of the warning to the disciples? 
(So that when trials come, they would not be offended, i.e. fall into sin – e.g. Peter’s denial, cf. Matthew 24:10; 26:31,33)

2. 
Is anything done out of zeal to serve God always right? 
(No, unless it is according to knowledge, cf. Romans 10:2; 1 Timothy 1:12-15)
INTERPRETATION

1.
What do the words “not of the world” mean? (v.19)
(It means not conforming to the world’s value system, unethical practices, and attitudes to God and to sin.)
2.
Is there such a thing as ‘hatred for a good cause’ (v.25)? 
(Yes, see Psalm 139:21,22)

3.
Why do you think Jesus spoke the words of vv.26,27 in this context? 
(Perhaps it was to comfort the disciples, that the Holy Spirit will help them to bear witness to Christ in a hostile world.)
APPLICATIONS

1.
What should your attitude be to suffering for the sake of Christ? (cf. Acts 5:41; Matthew 5:10-12)

2. 
What should your attitude be toward working in close partnership with the ungodly? (cf. 2 Chronicles 19:2)

NOTES:

Persecution of Christians

a. From the Jews
This gradually grew in intensity. The preaching of a crucified Messiah whose death was publicly blamed on the Jewish leaders was highly provocative. Even so, the people were favourable (Acts 2:46f.; 5:14) and the Pharisees moderate (Acts 5:34ff.; 23:6ff.), while opposition arose, naturally enough, among the Sadducees (Acts 4:1, 6; 5:17). Stephen’s preaching of the transitoriness of the law (Acts 6:14) turned public opinion and brought about the first persecution in Jerusalem and elsewhere, e.g. Damascus. In ad 44 James was executed by Herod Agrippa, and throughout the Acts the Jews appear as Paul’s most vehement enemies. This attitude could only have been made worse by the Apostolic Council which repudiated the need for circumcision, and it culminated in the excommunication of Christians at Jamnia, c. ad 80.

b. From the Romans 

Rome’s attitude underwent a marked change. At first, as we see in Acts, she gave Christians toleration and even encouragement. This soon gave way to fierce opposition. In Rome (Tacitus, Ann. 15. 44) such was their unpopularity by ad 64 that Nero could make them scapegoats for the fire. In Bithynia (Pliny, Ep. 10. 96-97) by c. ad 112 persistence in Christianity was a capital offence, though Trajan would not allow anonymous accusation and he deprecated ‘witch hunting’. Christians were prosecuted only for specific offences, such as cannibalism, incendiarism, incest, magic, illicit assembly and majestas (in their case, refusal to sacrifice to the emperor).

UNIT 52 – The Coming and the Ministry of the Spirit (John 16:4b-15)

Jesus begins His third farewell discourse. 

OBSERVATION

1.
How many times had Jesus spoken about the Holy Spirit’s ministry in all His farewell discourses? (Four times – 14:16; 26; 15:26; and here)
2.
What was the emotional state of the disciples throughout these discourses? (Sorrow over Christ’s soon departure, v.6, cf. 14:1,27)
A. Convicter of Unbelievers (4b-11)

1.
How would Jesus’ departure benefit the disciples? (The Holy Spirit will come to them only after He departs. While Christ’s ministry with the disciples was localized, the Holy Spirit’s ministry will accompany them wherever they go.)
2.
What ministry would the Holy Spirit have after He came? 
(He will convict the world of sin, righteousness and judgment.)
B. Guide of Believers (12-15)

1.
What will the Holy Spirit do to Christ and to the disciples? 
(He will glorify Christ, and He will guide the disciples into all truth, and show them things to come.)
2.
How does the Trinity appear in verse 15? (God the Holy Spirit will take what God the Father has given to God the Son, and will show it to the disciples.)
INTERPRETATION

1.
Why did none of the disciples ask Jesus where He was going (v.5)? (Actually Peter and Thomas had asked, in 13:36 and 14:5. At that point Their questions were casual, and neither they nor the other disciples pressed the issue to ascertain what Jesus' plans really were. There was little concern about His future; they were interested mainly in their own future.)
2.
Can the Holy Spirit’s ministry to the world be resisted? (Yes. It is different from his ministry of calling the elect to salvation and is only a general moral influence. The purpose of this ministry to the world is to increase the guilt of their sin against God, cf. Genesis 6:3; Hebrews 10:29)

3.
Was the ministry of the Holy Spirit of vv.12,13 limited only to the apostles or is it for believers today as well? (Since the end of v.13 speaks of direct revelation of future prophecy, Christ was probably telling the disciples of their future role in writing the books of the New Testament under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit. The ministry of the Holy Spirit to all believers is given in 1 John 2:20,27; 1 Corinthians 2:11-16 rather than in this passage.)
APPLICATIONS

1.
How should v.14 affect our view of the present-day emphasis that some churches give to the ministry of the Holy Spirit?

2. 
How does the Holy Spirit help you when you witness to unbelievers?

UNIT 53 – Grief Turned To Joy (John 16:16-24)

OBSERVATION

1.
How many times does the phrase “A little while” occur in this passage? (7 x)
2.
How many times do the words “joy” and “sorrow” and related words occur in this passage? (joy/rejoice – 6 x ; weep/lament/sorrow(ful)/anguish – 7 x)
A. Prophecy: Events (16-18)

1.
What two events are being referred to in the words of v.16? 
(The first event is Christ’s death, which was to take place within the next few hours, and the second is His resurrection, which would take place 3 days later.)
B. Prophecy: Emotions (19-22)

1.
What would cause the change of emotions that the disciples were going to experience? (The death of Christ would cause them to be sorrowful. The resurrection of Christ would change their emotions to joy, cf Luke 24:51-53.)
2.
Why would the world rejoice (v.20)? (The world – here referring probably to the unbelieving Jews who would crucify Him – would rejoice that Christ was removed, since to them, He was a troublemaker, cf. 11:47-50)
C. Exhortation (23-24)

1.
What does Jesus want His disciples to do?
(He wants them to make their requests to God in His name, cf. 14:13,14)

2. 
How would their joy be full? 
(When they receive the things they asked of God in Jesus name.)
INTERPRETATION

1.
Why did the disciples not understand what Jesus said in vv.16-18? (They may have known that ‘not seeing Him’ means that He would die. But they could not understand what ‘seeing Him again’ means, since Jesus had said to them earlier on that He would be going to the Father, cf. 13:33; 14:19)
2.
Why would the disciples ask Him nothing (v.23)? (Because when they see Him in His resurrected state, the truth of His claims and status would be self-evident.)

APPLICATIONS

1.
How does it feel to serve a Saviour who is risen, and not dead? What difference should this make in your life?

2. 
Why should we pray always in the name of Jesus? (vv.23,24)

UNIT 54 – Promises of Prayer and Peace (John 16:25-33)

These are Jesus’ last words to His disciples before He prays to His father. 

OBSERVATION

1.
What are the time references used in this passage? (The Future: “The time cometh…” (v.25); “At that Day…” (v.26); The Near Future: “the hour cometh, yea, is now come,…” (v.32))
A. Father (25-28)

1.
What is the meaning of “proverbs” (v.25,29)? (cf. “parable” in 10:6) 
(It means a figurative way of speaking, one that is not easily understood. He was probably referring to what He had just said in vv.16,20-24)

2.
On what bases is the relationship between God the Father and the disciples built? (On the Father’s love for them, and on their love for Jesus and belief that He came from the Father)
B. Jesus (29-32)

1.
Why did the disciples now affirm their faith in Christ? 
(Because they could now clearly understand what He was speaking. Actually the disciples had already known and believed in Christ, cf. 6:69, Matthew 16:16)
2.
Why did Jesus express doubt about His disciples’ faith in Him? (Because He knew that their faith in Him was not firm enough to stand the soon-coming trial when He would be arrested. He knew that they would leave Him and be scattered.)

3.
What was the grounds of Jesus’ comfort in the impending trial? 
(That God the Father was with Him.)
C. Peace and Courage (33)

1.
What are the things Jesus spoke that enabled them to have peace in Him? 
(All that He had said about His provision for them after His death, in the three discourses.)

2. 
What is the believer’s source of courage and cheer in the midst of tribulation? (Christ, who has overcome the world.)
INTERPRETATION

1.
When did the events prophesied in vv.25,26 happen? 
(One view takes it as after Christ’s resurrection, cf. Luke 24:26,27,44-47. Another view is that is refers to the Christ speaking to the disciples through Holy Spirit’s teaching ministry after He was ascended. V.26 seems to imply that Christ would already have left this world by then, as the disciples would be praying directly to the Father instead of having Christ pray on their behalf, cf. Acts 1:14)
APPLICATIONS

1.
Is your belief in and love for Jesus firm enough to enable you to take a stand for Him, even when your life is in danger? (vv.31,32)

2.
What peace and comfort is there in knowing that the Lord is with you always as you go through life? (vv.32,33)

UNIT 55 – Jesus Prays for Himself (John 17:1-5)
This chapter is known as the High Priestly Prayer of Jesus and is divided into three parts: His prayer for Himself (1-5), for His disciples (6-19) and for all believers (20-26).

OBSERVATION

1. What is the main repeated word in this passage? (“glorify” – 4 times)

2. What places are mentioned in this passage? 
(Heaven – v.1; The earth – v.4; The world – v.5)
3. What time elements can you find in this passage? 
(“The hour is come” – v.1 – the present; “eternal life” – v.2 – eternity future; “Before the world was” – v.5 – eternity past)
4. What things are given, by whom and to whom? 
(Power, the elect and a work to do, given by Father to the Son; Eternal life, given by the son to those who are given to Him.)
A. Delegated Authority (1-3)

1. What is the hour that had come? (The hour for His suffering, death and resurrection – i.e. the time to do the work of salvation of man from sin, cf. 7:30; 8:20)

2. What is the extent of Christ’s power? 
(His power is over all flesh, cf. Matthew 28:18.) 

3. What is the outcome of Christ’s power? 
(He gives eternal life to those that God has given to Him, cf. 1:4; 4:14; 5:21)
4.
What is the nature of eternal life? 
(It is an eternal relationship with The Father and with Jesus Christ, cf. Jeremiah 9:23,24; 31:33,34; 2 Thessalonians 1:8; 1 John 5:20)
B. Restored Glory (4-5)

1.
What difference in the order to glorifying is there between v.4,5 on one hand and v.1 on the other? (In v.1 Jesus prayed that the Father would first glorify the Son, so that the Son may then glorify the Father. But in vv.4,5 He said that He had already glorified the Father and asks the Father now to glorify Him.)
2.
What is the extent of Christ’s glory? 
(His glory is shared with God the Father and existed from before creation, cf. Hebrews 2:9; Revelation 5:12)
INTERPRETATION

1.
In what event was Christ asking the Father to glorify Him (vv.1,5)? 
(Some believe that it was in the ascension (cf. Philippians 2:8,9), and others believe that it was in His death (cf. 1 Corinthians 2:8; Galatians 6:14). It is possible that v.1 refers to the latter event while v.5 refers to the former event. Hence the order would be: a. Father glorifies Christ in His death on the cross (v.1). b. Christ glorifies the Father. C. Father glorifies Christ in His ascension to Heaven (v.5) )
2.
Why did Jesus say that He had finished the work the Father gave Him to do (v.4) when he still had not died on the cross yet? (Perhaps He was saying it in anticipation of His completed death. Since He was resolved to complete this work, to all intents and purposes it was already done.)

3.
What important truths in this passage point to the deity of Christ? 
(a. He has the power to give eternal life. b. Eternal life is to know God  and Jesus Christ. c. He was in existence before the world was. D. He shares the glory of the Father.)
APPLICATIONS

1.
How can you glorify the Lord?

2.
How far have you progressed in knowing the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom He has sent?

3. 
If Jesus, the Lord of glory was willing to humble Himself as a man, are you willing to humble yourself (cf. Philippians 2:5)?

UNIT 56 – Jesus Prays for His Disciples (John 17:6-19)
OBSERVATION

1.
How many verses describe a) Jesus’ prayer for Himself, and b) Jesus’ prayer for His disciples? (a) – 5 verses; b) – 14 verses; This shows that He was far more concerned for His disciples than for Himself. Question for discussion: Why did Jesus pray for Himself first, before praying for His disciples?)
2.
How are the disciples referred to in this passage and how many times is this designation used? (“the men which Thou gavest me out of the world” –  4 times: vv.6,9,11,12)
3.
How is the Word of God referred to in this passage and how many times are these designations used? (“Thy word/truth”- vv.6,14,17; “all things whatsoever/the words which Thou hast given me” – vv.7,8; “the scripture” – v.12)

4.
How many specific petitions are there in this passage and what are they? (Three: “Keep them…… that they may be one” –v.11; “Keep them from the evil” – v.15; “Sanctify them through thy truth” – v.17)

5.
What are the four ways in which the disciples are related to the world? (They were of the world, but were given to Jesus – v.6; They remained in the world, when Jesus went to the Father – v.11; The world hated them, because they are no longer of the world – v.14; They are sent into the world – v.18)
A. I Ask on Their Behalf (6-11a)

1.
What are the things that the disciples have done? (a. Kept God’s Word. b. Known that what Christ taught them is from God. c. Received the words which Christ gave them. d. Known that Christ came from God and e. Believed that God sent Him.)
2.
What new situation necessitated the petitions Jesus was about to make for His disciples (v.11)? (Jesus would no longer be with them, and they would be left behind in the world. This situation would bring about new needs for them.)
B. Protect Them (11b-12)

1.
What reason is given for keeping them? (“That they may be one”)
2.
What had Jesus done for them? 
(He had kept all of them except for Judas Iscariot)

Note: The scripture that was fulfilled concerning the son of perdition is probably Psalm 109:6-19 or Psalm 69:25-28.

C. Sanctify Them (13-19)

1.
What dangers were there from leaving the disciples in the world? (a. They would face the world’s hostility (v.14). b. They might be overcome by the evil (v.15))

2. 
What is the means by which the disciples may be sanctified? 
(Through the truth of God’s Word)
INTERPRETATION

1.
How did Christ manifest God’s name to the disciples (v.6, cf. Exodus 34:5-7)? 
(The name of God stands for all that He is. This verse therefore means that Jesus revealed God fully to them, cf. 1:18)
2.
How was Christ glorified in them (v.10)? (Perhaps through their readiness to believe in Him, or through their bearing witness to the world for Him.)
3.
What kind of unity was Jesus praying for the disciples to have? (Cf. 1 John 1:7) (Not a visible, organisational unity, but one that springs from the common life in Christ and love for Christ they share)
4. What is “the evil” of v.15? (Cf. Matthew 13:38) (Since the word in the original Greek text is singular, masculine, and has the article, it probably refers to Satan, cf. the same construction used in Matthew 6:13; 13:38 – “the wicked one”)
5. What does it mean to be sanctified? (Cf. 2 Corinthians 3:18, Ephesians 5:26)  (The word “sanctify” means set apart, or separate for some special purpose, cf. Romans 9:23. In the same way that Jesus consecrated Himself to be used by God, believers are to be consecrated for God’s use, cf. Romans 12:1,2)
APPLICATIONS

1.
How do you feel about God’s ability to keep you? 
(cf. 10:29; Romans 8:38,39; 2 Timothy 1:12; Jude 24)

2. 
Are you being sanctified through God’s Word?

3. How do you regard your relationship with the world?

4. Do you pray more for others or yourself?
