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UNIT 62 – They Crucify Jesus (John 19:12-25)

Pilate tries once more to persuade the Jews to release Jesus, but fails. The soldiers lead Jesus to Golgotha, where they crucify Him. (Look at the following map of Jerusalem and trace the path Jesus took from Pilate’s judgment hall to Golgotha).
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OBSERVATION

1.
How many references are there in this passage to kingship? (7 times)
2.
How many times is crucifixion mentioned in this passage? (4 times)
A. Gabbatha (12-16)

1. List the two kings mentioned in this section and compare how Pilate and the Jews are connected to each of them. (The two kings are Caesar and Jesus. Pilate was supposed to be a friend of Caesar but the Jews were pledging allegiance to Caesar and threatening to expose Pilate as a traitor to him. Pilate was trying to save Jesus, the king of the Jews, but the Jews wanted their king to be crucified.)

2. Compare what Pilate said in v.14 to what he said in John 19:5. (Here he said “Behold your king!” and earlier he had said “Behold the man!” – Perhaps both were meant to convey the same idea: How can a man so weak and frail be considered as a king?)
3. What was the location, day and time when Pilate delivered Jesus to be crucified? (v.13,14 – the location was ‘the Pavement (Gabbatha) the day was the ‘preparation of the passover’ and the time was ‘the 6th hour’ Note: ‘Gabbatha’ means ‘a raised place’. The 6th hour probably means 6:00 am (Roman time) since according to Mark 15:25,34, Jesus was crucified at 9:00 am (3rd hour, Jewish time) and died at 3:00 pm (9th hour, Jewish time).)
Note: The “Caesar” mentioned here was the dynastic title for the Roman emperor, who was at that time Tiberius (AD 14-37) and was about 72 years old by the time of Christ’s crucifixion. Studies in astronomy have revealed that in the year AD 30, the ‘preparation of the passover’ was on Friday, 7th April.

B. Crucifixion (17-18)

1.
Where was Jesus crucified? (He was crucified at Golgotha – the place of a skull. Note: the Latin equivalent is ‘Calvaria’ (cf. Luke 23:33) Three possible reasons for such a name have been propounded: because skulls were found there; because it was a place of execution; or because the site in some way resembled a skull.)
2.
How was Jesus crucified? (He carried His cross to Golgotha and was crucified between two men. Note: John does not identify who these two men were, but according to Matthew 27:38 and Mark 15:27, they were 2 thieves. The pathway that Jesus took to the cross is now called the ‘Via Dolorosa’ (way of sorrows) )
C. Inscription (19-22)

1.
What was the purpose of the writing? (Since it was written in 3 languages, it was probably meant to be read by passers-by so that they would know why the condemned person was being executed.)
2.
What controversy did the writing cause between Pilate and the chief priests? (The wording of the writing, because Pilate had omitted to mention that the title king of the Jews was only a claim.)
D. Garments (23-25)

1.
What is the most important phrase in this section? 
(“That the scripture might be fulfilled..”, v.24. This brings out the wonder of the event – that the prophecy made in Psalm 22:18 was being fulfilled to the finest detail!)
INTERPRETATION

1.
What do you think would have happened if Pilate had released Jesus? (The Jews would have reported what he did to Caesar and construed it as an act of disloyalty to him. Pilate would have been relieved of his post and even demoted.)
2. What does the statement “We have no king but Caesar” (v.15) reveal about the spiritual life of the chief priests (cf. Psalm 10:16; Psalm 2)? (It reveals that they did not regard God as their king, or were willing to acknowledge a heathen gentile king rather than the Lord. They were not men of principles but of convenience.)

3. Why did Pilate deliver up Jesus to be crucified (v.16)? (Apparently, not because he was convinced that Jesus deserved to die, but because he wanted to protect himself from being removed by the Jews. He was also not a man of principles but of convenience.)

4. What are possible reasons why the Jews were upset about the wording of the writing in v.22 and why Pilate refused to changed it? (By the omission, it appears that Jesus was really the King of the Jews, being executed. The Jews felt the title was rather humiliating to them. Pilate deliberately left his omission unchanged to get his ‘psychological revenge’ on them. Ironically, this omission made the writing an accurate statement of the Truth!)

5. What does the soldiers’ act in vv.23-25 show about them? (It shows their indifference and contempt toward Jesus. To them he was just another executed criminal, whose belongings they could confiscate. It appears that their centurion did not join in the act – cf. Mark 15:39)

APPLICATIONS

1.
How can we become men and women of principles and not of convenience?

2. 
In what ways do people today show indifference and contempt toward the King of the Jews?

NOTES:

Crucifixion

Crucifixion was a slow form of execution. The pain and agony could last two to three days before death came through hunger or exhaustion. Death was sometimes hastened by the crurifragium, breaking of the legs. After the sentence, the condemned person was normally handed over to the execution squad, which normally consisted of four legionnaires and a centurion (cf. the 4 parts into which the garment of Jesus was divided, v.23). It was customary for the condemned person to wear a placard (v. 20) giving his name and the nature of his crime and to carry the transverse beam (patibulum) of his cross.

At the place of execution (cf. v. 17), he was affixed to the cross by nails driven through the hands or wrists and through the feet. Generally, a rope was tied around the chest, knotted between the shoulders, and then tied to the wooden stake behind the body to prevent its falling forward as fatigue weakened the muscles. A peg (sedile) was set in the upright stake to act as a supporting seat. The victim was stripped of his clothing and left shamefully naked, exposed to the mocking people, the heat of the sun by day, and the chill and dampness of night, which in the spring at the altitude of Jerusalem might drop to 40 or 50 degrees Fahrenheit. The tension on the arms prevented normal breathing, which caused the lungs to slowly fill with moisture. The victim drowned slowly by internal accumulation of fluid. The action of the heart was seriously affected. Frequently a crucified man might live as long as thirty-six hours, or even longer in an increasing agony, unless by exhaustion or dementia he finally lapsed into unconsciousness. Crucifixion was probably the most cruel, degrading and diabolical form of death ever invented.

An ossuary unearthed near Jerusalem in Giv'at ha-Mivtar (1968) revealed the only known instance of the skeleton of a man who had been crucified between AD 7 and AD 66. It showed that the feet had been nailed sideways to the cross whereas the body had been facing forward. One iron nail (still there) had been driven through both his heels together, with his right foot above the left. Such a position would create a twist of about ninety degrees at the waist. The unnatural position, growing thirst, exposure to the weather, some loss of blood, and impaired breathing contributed to bring about a lingering and painful death. A fragment shows that the cross was of olive wood. His legs had both been broken, presumably by a forcible blow. 

Crucifixion was practised by the Phoenicians and Carthaginians and later used extensively by the Romans. Only slaves, provincials and the lowest types of criminals were crucified, but rarely Roman citizens. Thus tradition, which says that Peter, like Jesus, was crucified, but Paul beheaded, is in line with ancient practice.

Apart from the single upright post (crux simplex) on which the victim was tied or impaled, there were three types of cross. The crux commissa (St Anthony’s cross) was shaped like a capital T, thought by some to be derived from the symbol of the god Tammuz, the letter ; the crux decussata (St Andrew’s cross) was shaped like the letter X; the crux immissa was the familiar two beams (, held by tradition to be the shape of the cross on which our Lord died (Irenaeus, Haer. 2. 24. 4). This is strengthened by the references in the four Gospels (Mt. 27:37; Mk. 15:26; Lk. 23:38; Jn. 19:19-22) to the title nailed to the cross of Christ over his head.
UNIT 63 – The Death of Jesus (John 19:25b-37)

OBSERVATION

1.
How many sayings of Jesus on the cross are recorded in this passage? 
(Four – “Woman, behold thy son!” (v.26); “Behold thy mother!” (v.27); “I thirst.” (v.28); “It is finished.” (v.30); Note: The other sayings of Jesus on the cross are recorded in: Luke 23:34 – “Father, forgive them; for they know not what they do.”; Luke 23:43 – “Verily I say unto thee, To day shalt thou be with me in paradise.” and Luke 23:46 – “Father, into thy hands I commend my spirit”; Mark 15:34 – “My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?”. In the ‘Seven sayings of Jesus on the cross’ John 19:26 and v.27 are counted as one saying)
2.
How many fulfillments of prophecy are recorded in this passage? 
(Three – v.28 (of Psalm 69:21), v.36 (of Exodus 12:46; Psalm 34:20), v.37 (of Zechariah 12:20))
A. Goodbye (25b-27)

1. Compare the people at the cross mentioned in this section with the people at the cross mentioned in the previous section (vv.23-25). (Those in this section were those who loved Jesus, while those in the previous section were the brutal soldiers who did not care for Him at all.)

Note: A comparison of John 19:26 and Matthew 27:56 shows that the sister of Jesus’ mother was probably also the mother of Zebedee’s children. This means that John was the cousin of Jesus. That would explain why Jesus would ask him to take care of His mother. In between v.27 and v.28 there was a 3-hour period of darkness, reported in Mark 15:33. The fact that John’s Gospel does not record what happened during that time may be due to his absence while bringing Jesus’ mother to his home. When he returned to the cross Jesus was close to his moment of death (v.28).

B. Death (28-30)

1.
What was Jesus given to drink when He was thirsty? (Vinegar – Note: This was probably the cheap sour wine the Roman soldiers drank. Though it provided some refreshment, it was a strong astringent that could contract the throat muscles and prevent the condemned victim from crying out with pain.)
2.
How did Jesus die (cf. John 10:15)? (He said “It is finished”, then bowed His head, and gave up His spirit. His life was not taken away from Him, but He Himself gave it away.)
C. Dead Body (31-34)

1.
Why were the Jews in a hurry to take the bodies down from the crosses? (Because it was the day of  “Preparation”- i.e. the day before the Sabbath -  and the Sabbath day that was about to begin was ‘a high day’ – i.e. a special Sabbath because the first day of the Feast of Unleavened Bread happened to fall that year on a Saturday, making it special – see Leviticus 23:5,6. In the Jewish system, the day ended and a new day begins when the sun sets. Hence they wanted the bodies to be removed before Friday evening. Jewish Law forbade dead bodies to be left hanging overnight – Deuteronomy 21:22,23)

2. What was the purpose for breaking the legs of those who were crucified? (The breaking of the legs would cause them to die. Note: The only way a crucified man could obtain a full breath of air was to raise himself by means of his legs to ease the tension on his arms and chest muscles. If the legs were broken, he could not possibly do so; and death would follow shortly because of lack of oxygen.)

3. What flowed out of Jesus’ side when it was pierced? (Blood and water – Note: This confirms that he was already dead, since only blood would have flowed out if he was still alive. Ordinarily dead bodies do not bleed because there is no action of the heart to produce arterial pressure. One suggestion is that since the body was erect, the flow was due to gravity and that the crassamentum (the heavy, red corpuscles) and the serum (the yellowish white aqueous part) of the blood had already begun to separate.)
D. Testimony (35-37)

1.
What is the purpose of this section? (So that the reader would be (a) fully assured of the truthfulness of the account, and (b) amazed at the way that the death of Christ fulfilled many prophecies and would respond to the facts by believing in Him.)
INTERPRETATION

1.
How is the love of Christ manifested in the first section (vv.26,27)? (Even in his own suffering, He could still care for His grieving mother and see to her welfare. To be able to care for others while one is in need of care requires great love!)
2.
What did Jesus mean when He said, “It is finished!” (v.30)? (It could mean a. That His sufferings were over – i.e. a cry of relief, b. That His life’s work was over – cf. John 17:4, c. That His task of making an atonement for sin had been completed – i.e. a cry of victory.)

APPLICATIONS

1.
What does Christ’s love in vv.26-27 teach you about how you ought to love?

2. 
What comfort is there in knowing that everything that happened to Jesus at the cross was fulfilling prophecies? 

UNIT 64 – Burial and Empty Tomb (John 19:38-20:10)

Jesus’ body is carried from the cross and laid in a nearby tomb. On the first day of the week (Sunday) Mary Magdalene, Peter and John find the tomb empty. 

OBSERVATION

1. How many times is the sepulchre (tomb) where the body of Jesus was laid mentioned in this whole passage? (9 times)

2. How many disciples of Christ are mentioned in this passage and who were they? (Four: Joseph of Arimathea, Nicodemus, Simon Peter and ‘the other disciple’ (John))
A. Joseph and Nicodemus (38-42)

1.
Who were Joseph of Arimathea and Nicodemus (cf. John 3:1; Mark 15:43)? (Joseph was a member of the Sanhedrin Council, the highest court of appeal for the Jews (cf. Matthew 5:22; 26:59; Acts 5:21). He was a secret disciple of Christ from Arimathea; Nicodemus was a Pharisee and ruler of the Jews who had come to Jesus by night.)
2.
What did both of them do? (They took the body of Jesus down from the cross, with Pilate’s permission, prepared it for burial by covering it with spices and linen, and placed it in a new tomb nearby.)
B. Mary Magdalene (20:1-2)

1.
Who was Mary Magdalene (John 19:25; cf. Luke 8:2? 
(She was a follower of Christ who was present at His crucifixion.)
2.
What did she do? 
(She saw the empty tomb and ran to report it to Peter and the other disciple, believing that the body of Jesus had been stolen from the tomb.)
C. Peter and John (3-10)

1.
What did Peter and the other disciple do? (They both ran to the tomb. The other disciple reached the tomb first but did not go in. Simon Peter came after that, and entered in, followed by the other disciple.)

2. 
What did they see and what was their response? (They saw the linen wrappings of the body and the head-napkin still wrapped and lying separately. Of the two disciples, only the other disciple is recorded to have believed.)
INTERPRETATION

1. How did Joseph of Arimathea and Nicodemus prove that they believed in Jesus? (They were willing to sacrifice the esteem they received from their fellow Jewish leaders and council members by identifying themselves with Christ, and risk being excommunicated by them)
2. What do you think would have happened to the body of Jesus if Joseph and Nicodemus had not buried it? (His body would probably have been flung by the Roman soldiers into a common pit with the bodies of the two thieves who were crucified with him. If this happened, then when Christ resurrected, there would be no empty tomb to prove that He had risen from the dead.)

3. Why is it stated that Mary Magdalene, Simon Peter and the other disciple ran? (To show the great extent of their anxiety and excitement over the missing body of Jesus.)

4. How, do you think, was the body of Jesus able to get out of the grave clothes? 
(It may have disappeared and then reappeared outside it, or it may have passed through it, cf. John 20:19 – Jesus, in His resurrection body couldenter a locked room.)

5. What can you infer about Peter and John (‘the other disciple’) from this passage? (John was able to outrun Peter – perhaps because he was younger. He seemed to be more cautious than Peter, since he stopped at the entrance, and did not go in. Peter seems to be bolder and perhaps not as cautious as John. John seems to be quicker than Peter to perceive what had happened – He believed when he saw.)

APPLICATIONS

1.
How much are you willing to sacrifice or risk for the sake of being identified as a Christian?

2. 
Should you be a ‘secret disciple’ of Jesus? Why? (see Luke 9:26)

3.
Why do Christians worship God on Sunday instead of on Saturday as the Jews did?

NOTES:

The Burial of Jesus

The mixture of spices that Nicodemus provided was a very large quantity. Spices were generally imported and were very expensive. Myrrh is a gum exuded by a tree that grows in Arabia and is prized for its perfume. It was one of the gifts of the wise men to Jesus (Matt 2:11). Aloes are derived from the pulp in the leaves of a plant that belongs to the lily family (aloe vera). The spice is fragrant and bitter to the taste. Used with myrrh, it acts as a drying agent; and the fragrance would counteract the odour of decaying flesh. The quantity of one hundred Roman pounds (34 kg) revealed both Nicodemus's wealth and his appreciation of Jesus.

The spices, being of somewhat gummy character, may have been laid in the folds of the cloth to provide a rigid casing for the body. Strips of linen were wrapped around the body to make this casing. When Peter came to the tomb he saw the graveclothes and observed that the headcloth (sudarium) was not lying with the other pieces but was rolled up in a place by itself. This means the headcloth still retained the shape the contour of Jesus' head had given it and that it was still separated from the other wrappings by a space that suggested the distance between the neck of the deceased and the upper chest, where the wrappings of the body would have begun. Peter must have been wondering why the graveclothes were left in this position if the body had been stolen. A robber would not have left them in good order. He would have stripped the body completely, leaving the clothing in a disorderly heap; or he would have taken the body, graveclothes and all.

Ancient rock-cut tombs of the period c. 40 BC - AD 135 surround the walls of Jerusalem on three sides (but not on the W, from where the prevailing winds blew), including those of more well-to-do families. These consisted of one or more chambers with a low square entry, such that one had to crawl through it. The closing stone was either like an enormous cork, slotting into a rebate round the small entry as into the neck of a bottle; or it was a rough boulder. It is clear that such a tomb—which one stooped to enter, which was closed by a stone that had to be rolled aside, and in which the body might have been placed initially on the projecting ledge—would match the Gospel descriptions of the place where Joseph put the body of Jesus.

The Turin shroud, a piece of linen c. 3 m x 1 m, has on it a painting or impression of a human corpse, said to be the body of Jesus. The fact that natural facial highlights are reversed on film has been interpreted in two quite different ways either that paint was used and has deteriorated, or that chemical emanations were produced by human agony. The shroud is certainly the one which was displayed at Lirey in France in the 14th century, perhaps also at Constantinople from the 12th century. But NT and other early texts do not indicate the use of a shroud in the 1st century; rather winding-bands for the head and limbs and a linen shift or other garments for the body. The suggestion of Thurston that the shroud of Turin had the corpse of Jesus painted on it to be displayed at a liturgical Easter drama seems most reasonable (other ‘shrouds’ were certainly used in this way).

UNIT 65 – Jesus Appears to Mary and His Disciples (John 20:11-23)
The disciples have gone out to their own homes. But Mary is standing outside the tomb. Two angels, and then Jesus appear to her. In the evening Jesus suddenly appears to the disciples gathered in one of the homes behind closed doors.

OBSERVATION

1.
What emotions are recorded in this passage? 
(Weeping – vv.11-14; Surprise and excitement – vv.16-18; fear – v.19; Joy – v.20)
2.
How many times are verbs of seeing used in this passage? (5 times)

3.
There are two spoken phrases that are repeated in this passage. Can you find them? (“Woman, why weepest thou?” – vv.13,15; “Peace be unto you.” – vv.19,21)

A. Mary Magdalene (11-18)

1.
Why was Mary weeping? (Because she loved Jesus and was upset that His body was missing from the tomb. She was already grieving that He died, and now her grief was worsened by this ‘theft’. She did not know that He was actually alive and well.)
2.
At which point in the conversation did Mary recognize Jesus? 
(When He called her by her name.)
3.
How did Jesus describe the relationships between Himself, His disciples and God (cf. Hebrews 2:11)? (He regarded the disciples as His brothers, and God as their father, cf. Mark 3:33-35.)
B. Disciples (19-20)

1. What time of that day did Jesus appear to His disciples? (Evening – perhaps 12 hours after the resurrection had taken place. By this time he had already appeared four times – to the women on the way home from the empty tomb (Matthew 28:8-10); To Mary Magdalene at the Garden tomb (John 20:11-18); To the Emmaus disciples, in the afternoon (Luke 24:13-32); and to Peter (Luke 24:33-35, 1 Corinthians 15:5))

2. What did the disciples’ fear cause them to do? 
(To meet together behind shut doors, so that the authorities would not know what they were doing.)
3.
How did their fear change into joy? (When Jesus appeared to them and showed them His hands and His side.)
C. Commission (21-23)

1.
Identify the ministry of all three persons of the Trinity, mentioned or implied. (The Father sends the Son, and the Son Gives the Spirit, the Spirit empowers the disciples as they are sent by the Son.)
2.
What did Jesus do to His disciples? (He commissioned them  - “So send I you”; He breathed on them, and told them that they had the authority to declare God’s forgiveness.)
INTERPRETATION

1.
What do you think is the reason why angels appeared at the scene of Christ’s resurrection? (Perhaps it was to emphasise the great signficance of this landmark event in the history of man’s redemption, just like when angels appeared at the birth of Christ, and would appear again at the ascension of Christ.)
2.
Why was Mary Magdalene unable to recognize Jesus at first? (Perhaps she was weeping so much that her eyes were clouded with tears and she could not see Him clearly. Or perhaps in her mind, no one standing near her could be Jesus, since He was dead. Or perhaps there was something different about Jesus in His resurrected state – He was no longer the emaciated figure hanging from the cross. Or perhaps she was divinely prevented from recognizing Him at first, cf. the Emmaus disciples in Luke 24:13-16. Moreover, Jesus at first did not call her name, but called her ‘Woman’ which made her conclude that He is a stranger to her.)
3.
How did Jesus’ calling her by name cause her to recognize Him? (Perhaps it was the familiar sound of His voice, and the way He called her name.)
4.
What did Mary do to Jesus after she recognized Him (cf. Matthew 28:9; Song of Solomon 3:4)? (She called Him, ‘Rabboni’ and probably clung to Him, refusing to let Him go. This helps us to understand why Jesus said “Touch me not” – Perhaps He was telling her that she did not need to detain Him, because He had not yet ascended to be with the Father. i.e. He was going to be on earth for a while more before His ascension.)

5.
Why did Jesus call God, “My God” when He Himself is God (cf. Revelation 3:12)? (Jesus is God the Son, the second person in the Holy Trinity, who is one with God the Father and yet distinct from Him and subordinate to Him in function. The term ‘my God’ can be understood as an expression of this subordinate role – cf. John 14:28. However notice that Jesus did not say to Mary, “…and to our God” but “and to My God and your God.” This shows the distinction of His relationship with God the Father and our relationship with Him, i.e. the Father is not God to Jesus in the same sense as He is God to us.)
6. Is there any significance in the greeting “Peace be unto you” in vv.19,21? (It may have been designed to calm the troubled hearts of the disciples on seeing Him (cf. Luke 24:36-38). Or it may have been the usual way that He greeted His disciples whenever He met them, cf. 20:26, 1 Peter 5:14)

APPLICATIONS

1. Compare your devotion to Christ with that of Mary Magdalene’s devotion to Him.

2. How do you feel to be called ‘brother’ by the Lord Jesus Christ, and to have His Father as your Father (v.17)?

3. How can the knowledge that Christ is risen from the dead help to dispel your sorrows, doubts and fears?

4. What kind of resurrection body can we look forward to, based on what you have learnt about Christ’s post-resurrection appearances in this passage (Philippians 3:21)? 
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