Bedok NBC

Studies of the Lord’s Prayer

(July - December 1999)

Please prepare for our first study on the Lord’s prayer (16th July) by doing the following:

1.  Read the Lord’s prayer in Matthew 6:9-13. Study the preceding context (vv.5-8). To whom was this teaching given? (see 5:1) What is the reason for the Lord’s teaching of the Lord’s prayer?




2.  Read the Lord’s prayer in Luke 11:2-4. Study the context (v.1, vv.5-13). To whom was this teaching given, and why was it given?




3.  Compare the two versions of the Lord’s prayer in the above passages. What differences can you find between them? What can you learn about the Lord’s prayer from the presence of these differences?





4.  Which phrases in the Lord’s prayer (Matthew 6:9-13) reveal the following relationships?

a.  Father and child


b.  Deity and worshipper


c.  Sovereign and subject


d.  Master and servant 


e.  Benefactor and beneficiary


f.  Saviour and sinner


g.  Guide and pilgrim


5.  Outline the Lord’s Prayer (Matthew 6:9-13) according to the following parts:

a.  Preface


b.  First Petition


c.  Second Petition


d.  Third Petition


e.  Fourth Petition


f.  Fifth Petition


g.  Sixth Petition


h.  Conclusion


6.  What can you learn from the Preface of the Lord’s Prayer?




7.  What can you learn from the First Petition of the Lord’s prayer?




Bedok Neighbourhood Bible Community

Studies of the Lord’s Prayer
Second Lesson (20th August 1999):
The Second Petition: “Thy Kingdom Come”
1.  What are the meanings of “kingdom” in Luke 19:12,15 and Matthew 4:8?




2.  Since God is already governing the universe by His almighty power (Daniel 4:34,35) why do we need to pray for God’s kingdom to come?



3.  Who are the subjects of Satan’s kingdom (Matthew 12:25,26; Ephesians 2:2-3)?



4.  Whose kingdom are we now in (Colossians 1:13)?



5.  What is the character of God’s present kingdom on earth (Luke 17:20-21)?



6.  What will be the character of God’s future kingdom on earth (Acts 1:6,7; Daniel 11:27)?



7.  When will the 2nd petition be fully answered (Revelation 12:10; Philippians 2:10,11)?



8.  What are our responsibilities of bringing God’s kingdom (Matthew 9:38; 2 Timothy 2:1,2; Ephesians 6:18-20)?




Summary of First Lesson

I. 
Introduction:

a. 
The Need For Prayer

Prayer is our lifeline that links us with God, who is our life. 

b. 
Learning How To Pray

· The best teacher on prayer is Jesus Christ (cf. Hebrews 7:25). 

· He taught His disciples a prayer twice:

i.  Matthew 6:6-13 - in the Sermon on the Mount, at Galilee

ii.  Luke 11:2-4 - in Judaea

· This became known as “The Lord’s Prayer” (some call it “The Disciples’ Prayer”)

· True disciples of Christ want to pray, and desire to learn how to pray 
(cf. “When you pray” vv.5,6,7 cf. Romans 8:15) 

c. 


· Grave errors can be committed in prayer.

· Prayer can become an abomination to God (Proverbs 28:9) and sin (Psalm 109:7)!

· Jesus disliked long hypocritical prayers. He spoke against:
i.  Using prayers as a means to impress people around us (6:5). 

ii.  Reciting formula prayers repeatedly (v.7)

· This study on the Lord’s prayer is meant to correct our manner of praying. 

II. 
A Survey of the Lord’s Prayer

a. 
It is not a Formula prayer but a Pattern for praying

· Some think that finding the right formula to recite is all they need to get what they want. It is wrong to treat the Lord’s prayer that way.

	Matthew 6
	Luke 11

	Our Father which art in heaven, 
Hallowed be thy name.
	Our Father which art in heaven, 
Hallowed be thy name. 

	Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven.
	Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, as in heaven, so in earth.

	Give us this day our daily bread.
	Give us day by day our daily bread.

	And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
	And forgive us our sins; for we also forgive every one that is indebted to us.

	And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil:
	And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil.

	For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever. Amen.
	(None)


· This shows that the prayer is a pattern for praying. 

· Hugh Latimer -“As the law of love is the sum and abridgment of all other laws, so is this prayer the sum and abridgment of all other prayers.”
· WLC Q.186 What rule hath God given for our direction in the duty of prayer? 

A. The whole word of God is of use to direct us in the duty of prayer, but the special rule of direction is that form of prayer which our Saviour Christ taught his disciples, commonly called The Lord's Prayer.

· WLC Q. 187:  How is the Lord's prayer to be used? 

A. The Lord's prayer is not only for direction, as a pattern, according to which we are to make other prayers, but may also be used as a prayer, so that it be done with understanding, faith, reverence, and other graces necessary to the right performance of the duty of prayer.
b. 
It reveals different aspects of our relationship with God

	Element:
	Relationship

	“Our Father”
	Father and child

	“Hallowed be Thy name”
	Deity and worshipper

	“Thy kingdom come”
	Sovereign and subject

	“Thy will be done”
	Master and servant

	“Give us . . . our daily bread”
	Benefactor and beneficiary

	“Forgive us our debts”
	Saviour and sinner

	“Lead us not into temptation”
	Guide and pilgrim


c. 
The Elements of Prayer

1. 
Priority

	“Hallowed be Thy name”
	
	

	“Thy kingdom come”
	GOD’S GLORY
	Purposes

	“Thy will be done”
	
	

	“Give us . . . our daily bread”
	
	

	“Forgive us our debts”
	MAN’S NEED
	Means

	“Lead us not into temptation”
	
	


· The thought of adoring and worshipping God is the very first thought that we must have when approaching Him (theocentric theology).

2. Motives 

a.  To honour the name of God. 

b.  To bring His kingdom to earth. 

c.  To do His will. 

· The means: As God provides us with daily bread, pardons our sins and protects us when we are tempted, He is exalted in His glory, kingdom and will.

· An example of seeking God with pure motives:
“Though He slay me, yet will I trust in Him:” (Job 13:15)

3. Comprehensiveness

	“Give us . . . our daily bread”
	Present
	Physical

	“Forgive us our debts”
	Past
	Mental (Guilt)

	“Lead us not into temptation”
	Future
	Spiritual


III. The Preface of the Lord’s Prayer (Matthew 6:9)

“The Lord's prayer consists of three parts; a preface, petitions, and a conclusion.” (WLC Q 88)

a. “Our Father” 

· Only those who stand in a covenant relationship with God have this privilege.
(cf. misconception of God as “Father of all mankind” see John 8:44, 2 Cor 6:18)

· The pronoun “our” also signifies the attitude of unselfishness. 

· It is only in the Scriptures that God reveals Himself as a personal Father (51 x by Jesus - “Abba”)

· As our Father, God takes delight in hearing our prayers and our cries for help 
(cf. Luke 11:9-13, the father of the prodigal son - Luke 15:20-24). 

· Our prayers glorify God’s fatherly goodness. 

b. “Which art in heaven”
· Expressions like “Father in heaven” and “heavenly Father” (19 x in Matthew) teach that God is transcendent. 

· Deuteronomy 10:14 - “Behold, the heaven and the heaven of heavens is the LORD'S thy God, the earth also, with all that therein is.” 
· Isaiah 57:15 – “For thus saith the high and lofty One that inhabiteth eternity, whose name is Holy; I dwell in the high and holy place, with him also that is of a contrite and humble spirit, to revive the spirit of the humble, and to revive the heart of the contrite ones.”
· WLC Q 189: What doth the preface of the Lord's prayer teach us? 

A. The preface of the Lord's prayer teacheth us, when we pray, to draw near to God with confidence of his fatherly goodness, and our interest therein; with reverence, and all other child-like dispositions, heavenly affections, and due apprehensions of his sovereign power, majesty, and gracious condescension: as also, to pray with and for others.

IV. The First Petition of the Lord’s prayer: (Matthew 6:9)

“Hallowed be Thy name” 

· We must not become too familiar with God. 

· The basic petition is: “Let God’s reputation be upheld.” 

· It is not a petition for God’s holiness is to be increased or added to. 

· It is related to the 3rd commandment: 
“Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord thy God in vain.” (Exo 20:7)

· God’s name is more than just a proper noun 
(John 17:6 - “I have manifested Thy name unto the men which Thou gavest Me out of the world:”)

· To hallow God’s name is to honour and worship God according to all that He is.

· The one who makes this petition, must be walking worthy of His Name. (Matt 5:16) 

· WLC Q 190:  What do we pray for in the first petition ? 

A. In the first petition acknowledging the utter inability and indisposition that is in ourselves and all men to honour God aright, we pray, that God would by His grace enable and incline us and others to know, to acknowledge, and highly to esteem Him, His titles, attributes, ordinances, word, works, and whatsoever He is pleased to make himself known by; and to glorify Him in thought, word, and deed: that He would prevent and remove atheism, ignorance, idolatry, profaneness, and whatsoever is dishonourable to Him; and, by His overruling providence, direct and dispose of all things to his own glory.

Bedok Neighbourhood Bible Community

Studies of the Lord’s Prayer
Third Lesson (17th September 1999):
The Third Petition: “Thy Will Be Done”
1.  Will God give us everything we pray for, according to Matthew 21:22? Why? 
(see James 4:3)




2.  What aspect of God’s will is Matthew 7:21 and 12:50 referring to?




3.  What aspect of God’s will is Luke 22:42 and Acts 21:14 referring to?




4.  What are some reasons why God’s will is not being done by people on earth 
(cf. James 1:22, John 3:19)?





5.  What must we have, in order to do God’s will (Romans 12:2, Psalm 143:10; 40:8; Romans 7:18,19)?




6.  What is God’s will for the lives of believers (1 Thessalonians 4:3; Colossians 1:9-11)?




7.  What is God’s will for the lives of non-believers (Acts 17:30)?



8.  Who does God’s will in heaven and how well do they do it (Psalm 103:20,21; John 4:34)?




Summary of Second Lesson

I. 
What is God’s Kingdom?

A. The Meaning of the word, “kingdom.” (Bible 342 x, NT 158x) 

· It bears the idea of a ruler and those who submit to his rule. 

· It has two basic meanings: 

1.  The Authority to rule (eg. Luke 19:12,15). 

2.  The Territory or Subjects who are being ruled (eg. Matthew 4:8) 

· Which of these two meanings is implied in “Thy kingdom come”?

B. The Two Aspects of God’s kingdom: 

1. The Universal Aspect 
· “I blessed the most High, and I praised and honoured him that liveth for ever, whose dominion is an everlasting dominion, and his kingdom is from generation to generation: And all the inhabitants of the earth are reputed as nothing: and he doeth according to his will in the army of heaven, and among the inhabitants of the earth: and none can stay his hand, or say unto him, What doest thou?” (Dan 4:34,35)

2. The Earthly Aspect
· This is referred to in the petition, “Thy kingdom come”  

· There are two existing kingdoms on earth:

a. 
The Kingdom of Satan
· “And Jesus knew their thoughts, and said unto them, Every kingdom divided against itself is brought to desolation; and every city or house divided against itself shall not stand: And if Satan cast out Satan, he is divided against himself; how shall then his kingdom stand?” (Matthew 12:25,26)

· “Wherein in time past ye walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that now worketh in the children of disobedience: Among whom also we all had our conversation in times past in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind; and were by nature the children of wrath, even as others.” (Ephesians 2:2-3)

i. 
The Subjects: all unredeemed humanity. 
· Satan easily uses the natural sinful desires of people to manipulate them to do his will. 

· (e.g. Haman, in the book of Esther)

ii. 
God has liberated us from Satan’s control (Colossians 1:13, cf. Job 1). 

· But we are living in enemy territory and must be vigilant (1 Pet 5:8, cf. Eph 6:10-18).

· God has chosen to use our prayers to bring about the triumph of His kingdom, and defeat of Satan’s kingdom. 

b. 
The Kingdom of God
· God is the rightful ruler and king of the whole earth. tells us “For God is the King of all the earth: sing ye praises with understanding. God reigneth over the heathen: God sitteth upon the throne of His holiness.” (Psalm 47:7,8) 

· He is: the Great King (Psa 95:3), the King of Glory (Psa 24:10), the Eternal King (1 Tim  1:17) and the King of kings (Rev 19:16),“the blessed and only Potentate, the King of kings, and Lord of lords” (1 Tim 6:15, cf. Psalm 2)

II. 
What Are the Implications of This Petition?

A. 
The kingdom of God is not yet fully established on earth.
1. 
God is reigning in the hearts of those who believe in Him. 

· “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand: repent ye, and believe the gospel.” (Mk 1:15) 

2. 
The present character of the kingdom not political.

· “And when He was demanded of the Pharisees, when the kingdom of God should come, He answered them and said, The kingdom of God cometh not with observation: Neither shall they say, Lo here! or, lo there! for, behold, the kingdom of God is within you.” (Luke 17:20-21)

3. 
But the kingdom will assume a political character in the future.
· “When they therefore were come together, they asked of Him, saying, Lord, wilt Thou at this time restore again the kingdom to Israel? And He said unto them, It is not for you to know the times or the seasons, which the Father hath put in his own power.” (Acts 1:6,7)  

· “Jesus answered, My kingdom is not of this world: if My kingdom were of this world, then would My servants fight, that I should not be delivered to the Jews: but now is My kingdom not from hence.” (John 18:36) 

B. God’s kingdom on earth will be fully established at in the future.
1.
It will surpass all the superpowers and empires that this world has ever seen
· cf. The dreams and visions of Daniel chapters 2 and 7:“And the kingdom and dominion, and the greatness of the kingdom under the whole heaven, shall be given to the people of the saints of the most High, whose kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and all dominions shall serve and obey Him.” (Daniel 7:27)

2.  There will be a capital and a throne set up in the rebuilt city of Jerusalem. 

· “And it shall come to pass in the last days, that the mountain of the LORD'S house shall be established in the top of the mountains, and shall be exalted above the hills; and all nations shall flow unto it. And many people shall go and say, Come ye, and let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, to the house of the God of Jacob; and He will teach us of His ways, and we will walk in His paths: for out of Zion shall go forth the law, and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem. And He shall judge among the nations, and shall rebuke many people: and they shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruninghooks: nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any more.”
 (Isaiah 2:2-4)

3.  It will last for a thousand years
· “And I saw thrones, and they sat upon them, and judgment was given unto them: and I saw the souls of them that were beheaded for the witness of Jesus, and for the word of God, and which had not worshipped the beast, neither his image, neither had received his mark upon their foreheads, or in their hands; and they lived and reigned with Christ a thousand years.” (Revelation 20:4)

4.  The kingdom of Satan will be destroyed, 

· “And I heard a loud voice saying in heaven, Now is come salvation, and strength, and the kingdom of our God, and the power of His Christ: for the accuser of our brethren is cast down, which accused them before our God day and night.” (Revelation 12:10) 

C. 
When we pray “Thy kingdom come” we acknowledge our utter dependence upon God.
· Some people think that they can usher in the kingdom of God through their own efforts. 

1.  Postmillennialists: 

Christians will convert the whole world and then Christ will come to rule over His kingdom. 

2.  “Dominion theology,” “Reconstructionism” or “Theonomy.” 

Christians must reform the world socially and politically.

· Christ alone has the power to effect all the socio-political changes that this world needs. 

D. 
We must do our part in making this kingdom a reality upon earth.
Two responsibilities

1.  Our Internal Responsibility: 

Christ must be the king of our lives. 

2.  Our External Responsibility: 

· To Establish His kingdom in the lives of Others, by proclaiming to them that:

a.  God is the ruler of the universe,

b.  He demands all men to submit now to His rule in their hearts

c.  One day He is coming back to rule this world in absolute righteousness. 

· Prayers that come under the petition “Thy kingdom come.” 

a.
For God to raise up and send labourers into His harvest: 

· “Pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that He will send forth labourers into His harvest.” (Matthew 9:38) 

b.  For conditions that would help speed the spread of the gospel:

· “I exhort therefore, that, first of all, supplications, prayers, intercessions, and giving of thanks, be made for all men; For kings, and for all that are in authority; that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and honesty.” (2 Tim 2:1,2)

c.  That the Word of God will be proclaimed boldly by God’s servants:

· “And now, Lord, behold their threatenings: and grant unto Thy servants, that with all boldness they may speak Thy word,…” (Acts 4:29) 

· “Praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, and watching thereunto with all perseverance and supplication for all saints; And for me, that utterance may be given unto me, that I may open my mouth boldly, to make known the mystery of the gospel, For which I am an ambassador in bonds: that therein I may speak boldly, as I ought to speak.” (Eph 6:18-20)

· Our Priority is to Promote God’s Kingdom:

“But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and His righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you.” (Matthew 6:33)

Westminster Larger Catechism Q191

Question: What do we pray for in the second petition? 

Answer: In the second petition (which is, Thy kingdom come,) acknowledging ourselves and all mankind to be by nature under the dominion of sin and Satan, we pray, that the kingdom of sin and Satan may be destroyed, the gospel propagated throughout the world, the Jews called, the fullness of the Gentiles brought in; the church furnished with all gospel-officers and ordinances, purged from corruption, countenanced and maintained by the civil magistrate: that the ordinances of Christ may be purely dispensed, and made effectual to the converting of those that are yet in their sins, and the confirming, comforting, and building up of those that are already converted: that Christ would rule in our hearts here, and hasten the time of His second coming, and our reigning with Him for ever: and that He would be pleased so to exercise the kingdom of His power in all the world, as may best conduce to these ends.
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Studies of the Lord’s Prayer
Fourth Lesson (21st October 1999):
The Fourth Petition: “Give us this day our daily bread”
1.  Are the petitions in Matthew 6:11-13 pleas or claims? Why is it important to know this?




2.  What lessons can you learn from the order of the fourth (“Give us this day our daily bread”), fifth (“Forgive us our debts…”) and sixth petitions (“Lead us not into temptation…”) – i.e. why are they placed in this particular order?




3.  Can you suggest why the word ‘daily’ is included in this petition?



4.  What does the word ‘bread’ include? (cf. 2 Corinthians 9:10; James 4:3)



5.  What things must we believe about God if we are to pray this petition?



6.  Do we still need to pray this petition when we have already earned enough to buy food for many days? (cf. Acts 17:28; 14:17; Deuteronomy 8:18; Job 1:21)



7.  Does this petition mean that we need not labour at all to provide daily bread for ourselves? (cf. 2 Thessalonians 3:10)



8.  How does this petition help us to understand our stewardship of our material resources? (cf. 1 Timothy 6:17-19)



9.  Why do some receive more from God than others?



Summary of Third Lesson

The Third Petition: “Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.”
I.
The Problem of Self-Centred Praying

A.  Not only must prayer have God as its main object, prayer must also have the will of God as its main concern. 

B.  But many regard prayer only as a means to get things that they want from God.

· Some try to justify this by quoting Matthew 21:22-- 
“And all things whatsoever ye shall ask in prayer, believing ye shall receive.” 

· It is wrong to impose our wills on God when we pray: 
“Ye ask, and receive not, because ye ask amiss, that ye may consume it upon your lusts.” (James 4:3)  

C.  In the Lord’s prayer, every request is made with the condition that God wills it.

D.  All our prayers must be in harmony with the will of God, and made with the willingness to submit to it.

II.
The Will of God - Definition

A.  “thelema” –  means “desire” or “wish.” It denotes an act of God’s will. 

B.  Different facets of God’s will (ref: “The Clock of the Seven-Fold Will of God) Directive, Cooperative, Punitive, Preceptive, Permissive, Desiderative and Decretive. The third petition in the Lord’s prayer refers primarily to: 

1.  The Preceptive Will of God – God's righteous demands as revealed to us in the Scriptures. 

· Matthew 7:21—“Not every one that saith unto Me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of My Father which is in heaven.” 

· Matthew 12:50 – “For whosoever shall do the will of My Father which is in heaven, the same is My brother, and sister, and mother.” 
2.  The Directive Will of God – the specific direction that God wants for the choices and events in each person’s life. 

· Luke 22:42 –  “Not My will, but Thy will be done.” 

· Acts 21:14 – “The will of the Lord be done.” 

III.
Why Must Man Do the Will of God?

A.  It is the logical consequence of being created and sustained by Him.
B.  It is the reason for the existence of God’s Word. 
C.  All who do not do the will of God are going against Him. 
IV. The Will of God - Hardly Being Done on Earth 

A. 
If people on earth are to do God’s will, three things must be in place: 

1.  The desire to know God’s will. 

2.  The desire to do God’s will (active obedience) or to submit themselves patiently to God’s will (passive obedience). 

James 1:22 –  “Be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving your own selves.” 
3.  The power to do God’s will or to submit themselves to it.
B. The World can be divided into 3 basic groups:

1.  Those who have no desire to know the will of God. 

2.  Those who have some knowledge of the will of God but no desire to do it. 

2 Peter 2:21—“For it had been better for them not to have known the way of righteousness, than, after they have known it, to turn from the holy commandment delivered unto them.” 

3.  Those who desire to know and to do the will of God but are unable to keep on doing it all the time.

C.  There is therefore a Great Shortage of the doing of God’s will on earth. 

John 3:19  --  “… light is come into the world, and men loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil.”
D.  But the will of God will one day be fully done on earth as it is in heaven at the end of this age.

V. 
The Scope of this Petition: 

A. 
Ourselves
1.  The greatest desire of every true believer is to do the will of God

2.  By this we prove the sincerity of our faith in the Lord and our love for the Lord

3.  By this we also help to being others to salvation as they behold our godly living.

4.  We will therefore pray:

a.  That we might be able to know the will of God and understand it by diligent study of the Scriptures and being sensitive to the Holy Spirit’s leading. 

· Romans 12:1,2 – “be ye transformed by the renewing of our minds, that ye may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God.
b.  For the resolve and desire to put it into action. 

· Psalm 143:10 – “Teach me to do Thy will; for thou art my God:” 

· Psalm 40:8 – “I delight to do Thy will o God”
· Romans 12:11 –  “fervent in spirit, serving the Lord.”  

c.  For the power to do God’s will well. 

· Matthew 26:41 – “Watch and pray, that ye enter not into temptation: the spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.” 

· Romans 7:18,19 –  “For to will is present with me; but how to perform that which is good I find not. For the good that I would I do not: but the evil which I would not, that I do.”
B. 
Other Christians
How do we know what God’s will for their life is?

· 1 Thessalonians 4:3 – “For this is the will of God, even your sanctification,…” 

· Colossians 1:9-11 – “For this cause we also, since the day we heard it, do not cease to pray for you, and to desire that ye might be filled with the knowledge of his will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding; That ye might walk worthy of the Lord unto all pleasing, being fruitful in every good work, and increasing in the knowledge of God; Strengthened with all might, according to his glorious power, unto all patience and longsuffering with joyfulness” 

C. 
Non-Christians
What is God’s will for those who are not believers? 

· Acts 17:30 – “And the times of this ignorance God winked at; but now commandeth all men every where to repent:”
· 2 Thessalonians 1:8 – “In flaming fire taking vengeance on them that know not God, and that obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ:”
VI.
The Comparison - “As it is in Heaven”

A. 
The Angels: 

Hebrews 1:14 – “Are they not all ministering spirits, sent forth to minister for them who shall be heirs of salvation?” 
The characteristics of angelic service:

1.  They do the will of God speedily. 

· Matthew 26:53 –  “Thinkest thou that I cannot now pray to my Father, and he shall presently give me more than twelve legions of angels?”
2.  They do the will of God consistently, without any delay. 

3.  They do the will of God joyfully and spontaneously. 

· Isaiah 6:2,3 – “Above it stood the seraphims: each one had six wings; with twain He covered his face, and with twain He covered his feet, and with twain He did fly. And one cried unto another, and said, Holy, holy, holy, is the LORD of hosts: the whole earth is full of His glory.” 

· Psalm 103:20,21 – “Bless the LORD, ye His angels, that excel in strength, that do His commandments, hearkening unto the voice of his word. Bless ye the LORD, all ye His hosts; ye ministers of His, that do His pleasure.” (See also Revelation 5:8-14)

B.  Jesus Christ: 

John 6:38  -- “For I came down from heaven, not to do Mine own will, but the will of Him that sent Me.” 

1. 
To Jesus, doing the will of God was far greater than anything else.
· John 4:34 – “Jesus saith unto them, My meat  is to do the will of Him that sent Me, and to finish His work.” 

· Luke 22:42 –  “Father, if Thou be willing, remove this cup from Me: nevertheless not My will but Thy will be done.” 

2.  Jesus submits Himself to God’s Will, willingly and cheerfully. 
· Hebrews 10:5-7 c.f. Psalm 40:8 “I delight to do Thy will o God” 

· Sometimes it is the will of God that we should have to suffer great loss:

1 Peter 4:19 – “Wherefore let them that suffer according to the will of God commit the keeping of their souls to Him in well doing, as unto a faithful Creator.” 

3.  Jesus did the Father’s will entirely. He left nothing out. 
John 17:4 – “I have glorified Thee on the earth: I have finished the work which Thou gavest Me to do.” 

4.  C.f. King Saul and King David. 

· Saul’s obedience was incomplete and he tried to substitute it for something that He thought would be better.

· David – Acts 13:22 “I have found David the son of Jesse, a man after mine own heart, which shall fulfil all My will.” (plural – “wills”)

And shall I pray to change Thy will my Father

Until it be according to mine?

But no, Lord, no, that shall never be

Rather I pray Thee blend my human will with Thine.

–  Amy Carmichael
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Question:  What do we pray for in the third petition? 

Answer: In the third petition (which is, Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven,) acknowledging, that by nature we and all men are not only utterly unable and unwilling to know and do the will of God, but prone to rebel against his word, to repine and murmur against his providence, and wholly inclined to do the will of the flesh, and of the devil: we pray, that God would by his Spirit take away from ourselves and others all blindness, weakness, indisposedness, and perverseness of heart; and by his grace make us able and willing to know, do, and submit to his will in all things, with the like humility, cheerfulness, faithfulness, diligence, zeal, sincerity, and constancy, as the angels do in heaven.
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Studies of the Lord’s Prayer
Fifth Lesson (18th November 1999):
The Fifth Petition: “Forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors”
1.  In what ways is our need for forgiveness similar to our need for daily bread?




2.  How can a God who is holy forgive sins? (Colossians 1:14)


3.  Since God has already washed all our sins away at Calvary, why do we need to keep asking Him for forgiveness? (Psalm 66:18)


4.  Give the most comprehensive definition of sin that you can give. (cf. Romans 3:23, 1 John 3:4, Matthew 5:21-28) How does this definition affect your view of the fifth petition?


5.  How does God’s forgiveness affect the following aspects of sin?

a. The guilt of sin


b. The punishment due to sin (Romans 8:1)


c. The memory of the sin (Jeremiah 31:34)


d. The consequences caused by the sin (cf. 2 Samuel 12:13,14)


6.  What is repentance, and why it is a prerequisite for forgiveness? (cf. Matthew 9:13, Psalm 34:18, Ezra 10:1; 2 Corinthians 7:9,10).


7.  What are some ways that people deal with their sins, instead of repenting and confessing them?


8.  Why it is wrong for us to ask God for forgiveness if we ourselves are unforgiving? (Matthew 6:14,15; Luke 17:3,4)


9.  Should we forgive the sin of a brother if he still has not repented of that sin? (cf. Luke 23:34)


10.  What should our response be to God’s forgiveness of our sins? (Luke 7:47)


Summary of Fourth Lesson

An Introduction to the Second Half of the Lord’s Prayer

I. 
Contrast of Themes in the Six Petitions:

· The first half : the end for which we live.

· The second half: the means by which we live. 

The Attitude We Should Have in Making our Petitions:

A.  Prayer is a privilege that is ours by God’s grace.

B.  God condescends to listen and consider the insignificant pleas of sinners. 

C.  God is not obligated to answer our prayer. 

D.  We have no rights to claim or to make demands from Him. 

II. 
Prayers are Pleas, not Claims

A. There is no verbal mood in Greek that can specifically convey the idea of a plea. 

B. But similar prayers of petition found in the OT adds a Cohortative h to an imperative verb. 
This softens its force to that of a plea. 

C. The petitions in the Lord’s prayer were meant to be pleas to God rather than commands. 

D. Be careful about how we pray –  presumptuous prayers are displeasing to God. 

(C.f. Queen Esther when she came before the Persian King to make her request.)

III. The Order of the Petitions

A.  There is an implied reference to the Trinity. 

1.  Temporal needs are supplied by the kindness of the Father. 

2.  Sins are forgiven through the mediation of the Son, 

3.  Preservation from temptations and deliverance from evil are by the operation of the Holy Spirit. 

B.  Only one petition deals with the physical needs of man, 
while the rest after that deal with the spiritual needs. 

· Deuteronomy 8:3  --  “Man doth not live by bread only, but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of the LORD doth man live.” 

· John 4:34 – “My meat is to do the will of Him that sent Me, and to finish His work.” 

C.  The petition for physical needs comes first because: 
Our natural being is necessary to our spiritual well-being in this world. 

· I Corinthians 6:19 – “What? know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost which is in you,…”
D.  The three petitions are all corporate requests (“we” “us” and “our” –  8 times)

The Fourth Petition: “Give us this day our daily bread.”
I. 
Praying for Basic Physical Necessities

A.
“Daily” 

· It means that which is needful and sufficient for us to live on each day 

· Cf. Proverbs 30:8 – “Give me neither poverty nor riches; feed me with food convenient for me:” 
· Cf. How God gave manna to the Israelites in the wilderness. 

B.
“Bread” (361x, 80 x in NT): 

1.  Bread of any kind. – leavened or unleavened.

2.  The Shewbread – 12 loaves placed on a table within the Tabernacle or the Temple. 

3.  Metaphorically e.g. “Bread of Life” (John 6:35). 
Many early church fathers interpreted “bread” in the Lord’s prayer as a reference to the Lord's Supper or to the Word of God (“supersubstantial” bread)

4.  Necessities for the sustenance of life:

· Cf. 2 Corinthians 9:10 – “Now He that ministereth seed to the sower both minister bread for your food, and multiply your seed sown, and increase the fruits of your righteousness;” 
· Martin Luther –  “Everything necessary for the preservation of physical life.”
· WSC 104 “What do we pray for in the fourth petition?” 

Answer: “We pray that of God’s free gift we may receive a competent portion of the good things of this life, and enjoy His blessings with them.” 
II.
Trusting in God to Provide for our Needs

A. 
Faith in God is exercised in this fourth petition.

Hebrews 11:6 - “for he that cometh to God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of them that diligently seek Him.”

B.
Faith for the fourth petition is based on the following facts:

1.  That God is able to give (i.e. God’s Power).
Philippians 4:19 – “but my God shall supply all your need according to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus.” 
2.  That God is willing to give (i.e. God’s Goodness).

Micah 7:18b -- God delights in mercy.

3.  That God never grows weary of giving (i.e. God’s Faithfulness).

“For His mercy endureth forever.”(35 x). 

III.
Making Extravagant Petitions

A.
We should not ask for things we do not need.

· Prayer is for our needs, not our greeds.

· If it is dainties that one is instructed to request of God, Christ would have taught His disciples to pray “Give us our daily cake,” or “Give us our daily banquet.” 

· James 4:3 – “Ye ask, and receive not, because ye ask amiss, that ye may consume it upon your lusts.”
B.
Some may use the excuse that God will receive greater glory.

· Be careful not to resort to bargaining with God.

· Be willing just to pray, “Lord, I trust that You know what is best for me. That is all I ask for.”

IV.
Dependence on Self or God?
A.
The basic motive behind the fourth petition is to teach us to depend upon God for everything.

Acts 17:28 – “For in Him we live, and move, and have our being;” 

B.  It is God who:

· Created our muscles and our brains.

· Opens the door of opportunity for us to get a job.

· Sustains our good health and strength.

· Permits our business to succeed and prosper (Deuteronomy 8:18 – “But thou shalt remember the LORD thy God: for it is he that giveth thee power to get wealth,…”)

· Sends the rain and good harvests (Acts 24:17 – “… and gave us rain from heaven, and fruitful seasons, filling our hearts with food and gladness.”)

C.  Therefore, we need to:

· Depend on Him daily for strength and wisdom

· Thank Him each day for what he has given.

· Return Him a portion of what He has given.

· Give God all the credit that is due to Him. 

D.  The amount requested: sufficient bread for only one day.

· So that we would need to come to Him each day. 

· This keeps us close to Him and strengthens our relationship with the Lord.

E.  What relevance does the fourth petition have, if we have everything we need?

1.  All things are of no use to us if not accompanied with God’s blessing. 
Ecclesiastes 5:13 – “…riches kept for the owners thereof to their hurt.”  

2.
All that we have are on loan to us from God, who can rightfully take them back at any time. 
Job 1:21 – “The LORD gave, and the LORD hath taken away; blessed be the name of the LORD.”
V.
God’s Provision in Time of Adversity

A.  Trust in God to provide in moments of crisis.

· Cf. The Israelites were provided with manna.

· Cf. Elijah was provided for at the brook Cherith with bread and meat. 

B.  Obey whatever directions or instructions the Lord gives to us.

C.  Do not worry about having nothing to eat or to drink.

· Matthew 6:26 – “the fowl of the air sow not, neither do they reap, nor gather into barns; yet your heavenly Father feedeth them. Are ye not much better than they?” 
D.  But never use dependence on God as an excuse to be idle (Proverbs 6:6; 2 Thessalonians 3:10).
VI.
Stewardship of God’s gifts

A.  When God blesses us with gifts, do not:

· Misuse and abuse them. 

· Spend them lavishly on self, worldly pursuits and recreation.

· Become wasteful. 

B.  We are stewards of all that God has given to us. 

· Use them wisely for His glory. 

· 1 Timothy 6:17-19 —“Be not highminded, nor trust in uncertain riches, but in the living God, who giveth us richly all things to enjoy; do good, that they be rich in good works, ready to distribute, willing to communicate; Laying up in store for themselves a good foundation against the time to come, that they may lay hold on eternal life.” 

VII. Contentment with God’s provisions

A.
Be content with whatever God allots to us as our portion. 

Numbers 11:4-6 –  “Who shall give us flesh to eat? We remember the fish, which we did eat in Egypt freely; the cucumbers, and the melons, and the leeks, and the onions, and the garlick: But now our soul is dried away: there is nothing at all, beside this manna, before our eyes.”

B.  Whatever God gives to us is always good for us. 

C.  He knows how much each of us can and should handle. 
· 1 Timothy 6:6 – “But godliness with contentment is great gain.” 

· Philippians 4:11 – “I have learned, in whatsoever state I am, therewith to be content.”

WLC 193  What do we pray for in the fourth petition ? 

Answer: In the fourth petition, acknowledging, that in Adam, and by our own sin, we have forfeited our right to all the outward blessings of this life, and deserve to be wholly deprived of them by God, and to have them cursed to us in the use of them; and that neither they of themselves are able to sustain us, nor we to merit, or by our own industry to procure them; but prone to desire, get, and use them unlawfully: we pray for ourselves and others, that both they and we, waiting upon the providence of God from day to day in the use of lawful means, may, of his free gift, and as to his fatherly wisdom shall seem best, enjoy a competent portion of them; and have the same continued and blessed unto us in our holy and comfortable use of them, and contentment in them; and be kept from all things that are contrary to our temporal support and comfort.
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Studies of the Lord’s Prayer
Sixth Lesson (17th December 1999):
The Sixth Petition: “And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil”
1.  Can you see any relationship of this petition to the previous one (“Forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors”)?




2.  Which do you think is the meaning of the word ‘temptation’ in this petition: (a) trials and testings or (b) moral temptations to do evil? Cf. Genesis 22:1; James 1:2,3; Matthew 26:41; Hebrews 4:15


3.  Can God tempt a person to sin? (James 1:13,14) If not, where does moral temptation come from? (see also Matthew 4:1; 1 John 2:16)





4.  How can we prevent ourselves from falling into sin? (Psalm 119:11; 2 Timothy 2:22; 1 Corinthians 10:13)




5.  Why do we need to pray, “Deliver us from evil”?




6.  Do you think the word ‘evil’ here means ‘the Evil One’ (i.e. the devil) or ‘moral wickedness and sin’? (check up different versions, if you can, to find out how they translate this verse)





7.  What is our part, and what is God’s part, in defeating the Evil One? (1 Peter 5:8; Ephesians 6:10-13; Hebrews 2:14




Summary of Fifth Lesson

I. 
The Position of this petition in the Lord’s prayer

By placing it immediately after the fourth petition, two things are implied about forgiveness:

A. 
Forgiveness is a Basic Necessity

1.  The Need: 

All men have inherited – 

a.  The Guilt of the Original Sin 

b.  Romans 5:12 – “Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin; and so death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned.” 

c.  The Depraved Sinful Nature 
Psalm 51:5 – “Behold, I was shapen in iniquity; and in sin did my mother conceive me.” 

2.  Meeting the Need: 

Q. 
How can a God who is absolutely holy forgive our sins? 

A. 
Through the death of Christ, all our sins have already been fully paid for!

Colossians 1:14 – “we have redemption through His blood, even the forgiveness of sins:” 

B. 
Forgiveness is a Daily Necessity

Because we need to maintain our fellowship with God

1. 
Sin disrupts fellowship

Psalm 66:18—“If I regard iniquity in my heart, the Lord will not hear me.” 

2. 
Confession restores fellowship

1 John 1:9 – “If we confess our sins He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” 

Though we know that all our sins are fully forgiven and paid for through Christ’s death, we cannot relate to God closely when there are some outstanding unconfessed sins in the way. 

II. 
The Meaning of Sin

WSC14:  “Any want of conformity unto, or transgression of, the law of God.” 

A. 
Any want of conformity to the Law of God (cf. Matthew 6:12 - “debts”)
Romans 3:23 –  “For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God;” 

Sins of Omission. 

B. 
Any transgression of the Law of God (cf. Luke 11:4 – “sins”)

1 John 3:4 – “Whosoever committeth sin transgresseth also the law: for sin is the transgression of the law.” 

Sins of Commission. (cf. Matthew 5:21-28 – includes sinful motives)

God sees all our sins:

· Psalm 90:8 –  “Thou hast set our iniquities before Thee, our secret sins in the light of thy countenance.” 

· Isaiah 6:5 –  “Woe is me! for I am undone; because I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips: for mine eyes have seen the King, the LORD of hosts.” 
· Thus, we need forgiveness on a daily basis. 

III. The Meaning of Forgiveness 

Aspects of sin that need to be dealt with:

A.
The Guilt of sin 

Justification – “declared not guilty”
B.  The Punishment due to sin 

Romans 8:1 – “There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus,”
C.
The Memory of the sin 

Jeremiah 31:34—”for I will forgive their iniquity, and I will remember their sin no more.” 
Isaiah 43:25— “I, even I, am He that blotteth out thy transgressions for Mine own sake, and will not remember thy sins.”
D.
The Consequences that are caused by the sin. 

E.g. Moses was not allowed to enter the promised land. 

E.g. David’s son that was born out of adultery died. 

The consequences of sin has to be accepted, but forgiveness delivers us from eternal damnation, and it amply compensates us for the short temporal sufferings we may have to bear as consequences of our sins. 

IV. The Prerequisites of Forgiveness
A. 
Repentance
Matthew 9:13—“for I am not come to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance.” 
The main idea in repentance is change.

1. 
The Attitudes of Repentance:

a.  Spiritual Poverty

Matthew 5:3— “Blessed are the poor in spirit” 

Psalm 34:18— “The LORD is nigh unto them that are of a broken heart; and saveth such as be of a contrite spirit.” 

Psalm 51:17— “The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit: a broken and a contrite heart, O God, thou wilt not despise.” 

b. 
Godly Sorrow for Sins

Matthew 5:4— “Blessed are they that mourn: for they shall be comforted.” 

Ezra 10:1 “Now when Ezra had prayed, and when he had confessed, weeping and casting himself down before the house of God, there assembled unto him out of Israel a very great congregation of men and women and children: for the people wept very sore.” 

Ezra 10:6 “Then Ezra rose up from before the house of God, and went into the chamber of Johanan the son of Eliashib: and when he came thither, he did eat no bread, nor drink water: for he mourned because of the transgression of them that had been carried away.” 

i.  The Awful Consequences of our Sins

· Miseries in Human Life:

Spiritual death, sickness, pain and physical death 

Hurt feelings, selfish hatred, strife, and division. 

Divorce, Broken homes, battered wives and battered children 

· Grief to God:

Genesis 6:5-6— “And GOD saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every imagination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually. And it repented the LORD that He had made man on the earth, and it grieved Him at His heart.” 

Ephesians 4:30— “And grieve not the Holy Spirit of God, whereby ye are sealed unto the day of redemption.” 

· Sufferings of Christ:

1 Peter 3:18— “For Christ also hath once suffered for sins, the just for the unjust, that He might bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh, but quickened by the Spirit:” 

ii.  The Forsaking of our Sins

a)
Repentance is not merely feeling sorry for one’s sin. 

(cf. Judas Iscariot and Esau)

Hebrews 12:17 –  “…found no place of repentance, though he sought it carefully with tears.” 

2 Corinthians 7:9,10— “I rejoice, not that ye were made sorry, but that ye sorrowed to repentance . . . For godly sorrow worketh repentance to salvation . . .” 

b)  A person may feel sorry that he was caught and has to bear the embarrassment and shame of being disciplined for the sin. 

c)  Godly sorrow is for the damage and hurt that one has caused to God and to others. It will give rise to significant changes made in a person’s life (cf. Zacchaeus, Luke 19:8)
2. 
How Repentance is Produced

a.
It is a gift of God. 

Acts 11:18— “...saying, Then hath God also to the Gentiles granted repentance unto life.” 

2 Timothy 2:25— “If God peradventure will give them repentance to the acknowledging of the truth.” 

b.  God may use chastisements to bring us to repentance. 

Revelation 3:19—“As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten: be zealous therefore, and repent.” 

3. 
The Results of Repentance

a.  It brings Peace and Joy. 

Jeremiah 31:13 – “for I will turn their mourning into joy, and will comfort them, and make them rejoice from their sorrow.” 
Luke 15:7,10 tells us –  “I say unto you, that likewise joy shall be in heaven over one sinner that repenteth”

b.  It brings Pardon and Forgiveness of sins. 

Isaiah 55:7 “Let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts: and let him return unto the Lord, and He will have mercy upon him; and to our God, for He will abundantly pardon.” 
B. 
Willingness to Forgive others
1. 
“…as we forgive our debtors” (cf. vv.14-15)

This denotes comparison: How can we be bold to ask for God’s forgiveness when we are unforgiving? (cf. Parable of the Unforgiving Servant – Matthew 18:23-35)

2.
When a brother sins against us:

Luke 17:3,4 “Take heed to yourselves: If thy brother trespass against thee, rebuke him; and if he repent, forgive him. And if he trespass against thee seven times in a day, and seven times in a day turn again to thee, saying, I repent; thou shalt forgive him.” 

3.  We need to be patient with one another’s faults and offences. 

Matthew 18:21,22 “Then came Peter to him, and said, Lord, how oft shall my brother sin against me, and I forgive him? till seven times? Jesus saith unto him, I say not unto thee, Until seven times: but, Until seventy times seven.” 

4.  If the brother does not repent we still should still forgive.

Christ and Stephen forgave those who were putting them to death even though they had not repented. 
(cf. 2 Sam 12:13). 

5.  We may need to bring the matter up to others when the sin is very serious and was done deliberately. 

Matthew 18:15 “Moreover if thy brother shall trespass against thee, go and tell him his fault between thee and him alone: if he shall hear thee, thou hast gained thy brother. But if he will not hear thee, then take with thee one or two more, that in the mouth of two or three witnesses every word may be established. And if he shall neglect to hear them, tell it unto the church: but if he neglect to hear the church, let him be unto thee as an heathen man and a publican.”

V. 
The Appropriate Response to Forgiveness

Being forgiven should make us respond with gratitude and love. (cf. Luke 7:36-50) 

v.47 – “Her sins, which are many, are forgiven; for she loved much: but to whom little is forgiven, the same loveth little.” 
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Studies of the Lord’s Prayer
Summary Lesson

Think of one important lesson you have learnt from the study of each of the following:

Preface:
Our Father which art in heaven, 

1st Petition:
Hallowed be Thy name.

2nd Petition:
Thy kingdom come. 

3rd Petition:
Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven.

4th Petition:
Give us this day our daily bread.

5th Petition:
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.

6th Petition:
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: 

Conclusion:
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever. Amen.

Question:

How has this study helped you in your prayer life?

Summary of the Sixth Lesson

The Sixth Petition: “And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.” (v.13a)

I.
The Position of this Petition

· The fifth petition dealt with the judicial side of forgiveness. 

· The sixth petition deals with the practical side of forgiveness: 

We are saved to sin no more. For this we need the grace of God to help us. 

II. 
The Structure of This Petition

· Antithetical parallelism:

1st line - 
Negative: 
And
lead us not
into
temptation

2nd line - 
Positive: 
But 
deliver us
from
evil 

III. 
The First Part – “And lead us not into temptation” 

A.
The Meaning of the word “Temptation”  (peirasmos):

1.
Trial or Testing

· Genesis 22:1— “God did tempt Abraham,” 

· James 1:2,3 – “My brethren, count it all joy when ye fall into divers temptations; Knowing this, that the trying of your faith worketh patience.” 
· It purifies our faith and is beneficial to us.

· It is not the meaning of the word “temptation” in the sixth petition. 

2.
Moral Temptation

· It means “enticement to do evil, or to commit sin” and is not beneficial to us. 

· Matthew 26:41 – “Watch and pray, that ye enter not into temptation.” 
· None are exempted from them, even Christ (Hebrews 4:15).

· This is the meaning of the word “temptation” in the sixth petition.

B.
The Source of Temptation

1.
God never leads men into moral temptation. 

· James 1:13 – “Let no man say when he is tempted, I am tempted of God: for God cannot be tempted with evil, neither tempteth he any man:” 

2.
“Lead us not into temptation” is an idiom called “Metonymy of the subject”(E.W. Bullinger)

· E.g. Isaiah 6:10 – “Make the heart of this people fat, and make their ears heavy, and shut their eyes; lest they see with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and understand with their heart, and convert, and be healed.” 

· Meaning of “Lead us not into temptation”: 
God allows us to be led into temptation by someone or something else. 

3.
Sources of moral temptation: 

· Satan 

· The World 

· Non-Christian friends and colleagues

· Our loved ones (e.g. Adam and Eve)

· The Flesh: 
James 1:14— “But every man is tempted, when he is drawn away of his own lust, and enticed.”

C.  God’s Will With Regard to Temptations

·    To resist it, to overcome it and not yield at all to temptation. 

·    If you fall into temptation – recover yourself out of it. 

1.
Three Steps you can take: 

a.  Have settled convictions from God’s Word that sin is displeasing to God.

· Psalm 119:11— “Thy word have I hid in mine heart, that I might not sin against Thee.” 

· E.g. Daniel in the Babylonian and Persian courts.

b.  Deliberately avoid any thing that will tempt you. 

· Keep yourself as far as possible from questionable or tempting situations.
· If you are caught in a tempting situation, flee from it (e.g. Joseph and Potiphar’s wife).

· 1 Corinthians 10:13—“There hath no temptation taken you but such as is common to man: but God is faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able; but will with the temptation also make a way to escape, that ye may be able to bear it.” 
c.
Keep yourself occupied in doing God’s will. 

· Do not be alone with nothing to do (e.g. King David and Bathsheba)

2.
However, these three steps will not always work. 

Romans 7:19 – “For the good that I would I do not: but the evil which I would not, that I do.” 

3.  We still need to depend upon the Lord to help us and deliver us. 

IV.
The Second Part – “But deliver us from evil”
· Jude 24,25— The Lord “is able to keep you from falling, and to present you faultless before the presence of His glory with exceeding joy…”
A.  The Meaning of “evil”

1.  Moral Wickedness and Sin - KJV, NASB & RSV (Bullinger)

2.  The Evil One (cf. 1 Peter 5:8; Matthew 4) - ASV, NIV, NRSV and NKJV (Vine)

Matthew Henry believed that both meanings are acceptable:

We need God’s help to deliver us both from the Devil, as well as from falling into sin. 

B.
The Means of Grace Provided for our Deliverance (Ephesians 6:10-18)

1.  The Belt of Truth

2.  The Breastplate of Righteousness
3.  The Footwear of the Gospel of Peace 
4.  The Shield of Faith
5.  The Helmet of Salvation
6.  The Sword of the Spirit which is the Word of God
7.  Prayer
C.
Depending Upon the Lord for Deliverance

We pray for deliverance, confident that God is able to deliver us from the wiles of the devil:

· Luke 10:18— “I beheld Satan as lightning fall from heaven.”
· Hebrews 2:14—“that through death He might destroy him that had the power of death, that is, the devil;” 
We will definitely be delivered from evil!

WLC 195  What do we pray for in the sixth petition? 

Answer: In the sixth petition  acknowledging, that the most wise, righteous, and gracious God, for divers holy and just ends, may so order things, that we may be assaulted, foiled, and for a time led captive by temptations; that Satan, the world, and the flesh, are ready powerfully to draw us aside, and ensnare us; and that we, even after the pardon of our sins, by reason of our corruption, weakness, and want of watchfulness, are not only subject to be tempted, and forward to expose ourselves unto temptations, but also of ourselves unable and unwilling to resist them, to recover out of them, and to improve them; and worthy to be left under the power of them: we pray, that God would so overrule the world and all in it, subdue the flesh, and restrain Satan, order all things, bestow and bless all means of grace, and quicken us to watchfulness in the use of them, that we and all his people may by his providence be kept from being tempted to sin; or, if tempted, that by his Spirit we may be powerfully supported and enabled to stand in the hour of temptation: or when fallen, raised again and recovered out of it, and have a sanctified use and improvement thereof: that our sanctification and salvation may be perfected, Satan trodden under our feet, and we fully freed from sin, temptation, and all evil, for ever.

The Conclusion of the Lord’s Prayer: “For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory”
· God’s sovereignty is acknowledged at the beginning and praised at the end.

· This doxology is a very appropriate and fitting climax to the Lord’s prayer. 

I.
Its Authenticity

Two views: 

A.  Later Addition:

· C.f. 1 Chronicles 29:11 – “Thine, O LORD, is the greatness, and the power, and the glory, and the victory, and the majesty: for all that is in the heaven and in the earth is Thine; Thine is the kingdom, O LORD, and Thou art exalted as head above all.” 

· ASV, RSV and NRSV; NIV - footnote; NASB - parentheses.

· This reading is derived from the Westcott and Hort Greek text, which is defective.

B.  Original Text:

· KJV and NKJV

· This reading is derived from the Majority Text which preserves the Word of God. 

· Without it, the prayer would end on a negative note.

II.
Its Purpose

A.
“For - It provides the ultimate plea and argument that enforces all the petitions. 

B.  “Kingdom” – God’s sovereignty, kingship and authority.

C.  “Power” –  God’s infinite sufficiency to execute His sovereign will. 

D.  “Glory” –  The ultimate grand goal of all His works and ways.

E.  “For ever” – These are unchangeable. 

The “Amen”

· Found 78 times in the Bible.

· It means, “Let it be so.” 

· It is an expression of faith and fervent desire to be heard by God. 

WLC 196  What doth the conclusion of the Lord's prayer teach us? 
Answer: The conclusion of the Lord's prayer teacheth us to enforce our petitions with arguments, which are to be taken, not from any worthiness in ourselves, or in any other creature, but from God; and with our prayers to join praises, ascribing to God alone eternal sovereignty, omnipotency, and glorious excellency; in regard whereof, as he is able and willing to help us, so we by faith are emboldened to plead with him that he would, and quietly to rely upon him, that he will fulfil our requests. And, to testify this our desire and assurance, we say, Amen.
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