Newton NBC

Study on Philemon

Assignment 1

1. Read Philemon twice.

2. During the John Sung revivals in Singapore, thousands were saved.  Not only opium addicts and gamblers, but especially those who professed to be Christians.  It is recorded that “entire congregations fell on their knees, wept in repentance, confessed their sins, and asked for forgiveness.  Quarrels and debts were settled.  Backsliders righted their lives.  Christians were quickened with renewed spiritual interest in prayer, Bible study and witness.  Decisions for Christ, especially among nominal believers, were crystallized.  Many came forward to accept the Lord.  Most of this effect fell on those who were already Christian in name”  (Tow, John Sung My Teacher, 218).  


It took a great revival of preaching to open the eyes of the people.  One of the significant results which came out of the revival was reconciliation between people in the church.  This shows that there was a general lack of reconciliation between brethren in churches before the revival.  How about today?  How effective do you think the church is in mending broken relationships?  Explain.
3. Based on your reading of Philemon, extrapolate the events that led up to Paul writing this letter.  Reconstruct them here.
4. Paul gives his readers a Christian greeting in verse 3 of grace and peace.  What is important about both these qualities?  


Grace is often defined as “God’s unmerited favor upon sinners.”  Look up the following verses and summarize the main thought, i.e., identify the things associated with God’s grace.  Ephesians 2:8,9; 2 Corinthians 12:9; Hebrews 4:16; Ephesians 4:7; Titus 2:11,12; Romans 5:20,21; 1 Corinthians 15:10.

5. Peace is often defined as “God’s tranquility in times of adversity.”  Look up the following verses and summarize the main thought, i.e., identify the things associated with peace.  Colossians 3:15; John 14:27; 16:33; Philippians 4:6,7; Galatians 5:22; Isaiah 26:12.

6. Focus on verses 4-7.  What impresses you about Philemon’s character?  Which characteristics that Philemon possesses would you most like to grow in?

7. See verse 7.  Paul commends Philemon on his works, particularly of “refreshing” the saints.  Looking back on your Christian life, what works/characteristics has God developed in you as a result of you experiencing the blessings and working of God in your life?
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Study on Philemon

Assignment 2

1. Read Philemon twice.

2. Paul appeals to Philemon on the basis of love (verse 9).  How does Christian love provide the strongest motive for rebuilding relationships?

3. Having described Philemon’s loving character, Paul appeals to him on the basis of love (verse 9).  Paul reminds Philemon that he could order him to do what he ought to do (verse 8).  If we lack love for a person, why must we still be willing to forgive and accept him or her?

4. In what ways has Onesimus changed since Philemon saw him (verses 10-11)?

5. In order to be mended, why do broken relationships often require both a change of heart and a change of behavior?
6. See verse 11.  Paul remarks that Onesimus had become profitable when he once was not.  What do you think is meant by profitable, and looking back on your Christian life, how profitable do you think you have been to other Christians and to God? 
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Study on Philemon

Assignment 3

1. Read Philemon twice.

2. How would Paul’s offer to Philemon in verses 18-19 help to ease the tension between these two men?

3. Why doesn’t Paul simply ask Philemon to forgive and forget?

4. In what ways has Paul made a personal effort to bring together these brothers in Christ (vv 10, 12, 17-19)?

5. How can a third party be helpful in mending a broken relationship?

6. How would you summarize the principles you observe in this book?

7. Think of a fractured relationship you are aware of that is strained or fractured.  How can you promote reconciliation in that relationship?

8. What particular lessons have you garnered from this study and which areas of your life do you think you need to change?

